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A thoroughly revised, greatly expanded edition of the most important documentary
history of European witchcraft ever published.
The only comprehensive, single-volume survey of magic available, this compelling book
traces the history of magic, witchcraft, and superstitious practices such as popular
spells or charms from antiquity to the present day. Focusing especially on Europe in the
medieval and early modern eras, Michael Bailey also explores the ancient Near East,
classical Greece and Rome, and the spread of magical systems_particularly modern
witchcraft or Wicca_from Europe to the United States. He examines how magic and
superstition have been defined in various historical eras and how these constructions
have changed over time. He considers the ways in which specific categories of magic
have been condemned, and how those identified as magicians or witches have been
persecuted and prosecuted in various societies. Although conceptions of magic have
changed over time, the author shows how magic has almost always served as a
boundary marker separating socially acceptable actions from illicit ones, and more
generally the known and understood from the unknown and occult.
The end of the eighteenth century saw the end of the witch trials everywhere. This
volume charts the processes and reasons for the decriminalisation of witchcraft but also
challenges the widespread assumption that Europe has been 'disenchanted'. For the
first time surveys are given of the social role of witchcraft in European communities
down to the end of the nineteenth century and of the continued importance of witchcraft
and magic as topics of debate among intellectuals and other writers
Witchcraft and magical beliefs have captivated historians and artists for millennia, and
stimulated an extraordinary amount of research among scholars in a wide range of
disciplines. This new collection, from the editor of the highly acclaimed 1992 set,
Articles on Witchcraft, Magic, and Demonology, extends the earlier volumes by bringing
together the most important articles of the past twenty years and covering the profound
changes in scholarly perspective over the past two decades. Featuring thematically
organized papers from a broad spectrum of publications, the volumes in this set
encompass the key issues and approaches to witchcraft research in fields such as
gender studies, anthropology, sociology, literature, history, psychology, and law. This
new collection provides students and researchers with an invaluable resource,
comprising the most important and influential discussions on this topic. A useful
introductory essay written by the editor precedes each volume.
Topics include modern pagan witchcraft, Satanism, and the continued existence of
traditional witchcraft.
An important collection of essays that use a variety of different approaches and sources to
uncover the continued relevance of witchcraft and magic in nineteenth and twentieth-century
Europe.
During the Middle Ages a shared European concept of magic emerged. In the early period,
pagan beliefs and practices were absorbed into everyday culture, including the rituals of the
Church. The rise of the practice of "white magic" in the twelfth century became so popular that
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it caused a widespread determination in the Church to condemn any unsanctioned beliefs or
practices. The Church and state, both centralized powers in a decentralized Europe, gradually
sharpened their attitude toward magic in general, and sorcery and witchcraft in particular,
paving the way for the violent outbreaks of witch persecutions in early modern Europe.
Witchcraft and Magic in Europe combines the traditional approaches of political, legal, and
social historians with a critical synthesis of cultural anthropology, historical psychology, and
gender studies. The series, complete in six volumes, provides a modern, scholarly survey of
the supernatural beliefs of Europeans from ancient times to the present day. Each volume of
this ambitious six-volume series contains the work of distinguished scholars chosen for their
expertise in a particular era or region.
A collection of essays from leading scholars in the field that collectively study the rise and fall
of witchcraft prosecutions in the various kingdoms and territories of Europe and in English,
Spanish, and Portuguese colonies in the Americas.
Selected by Choice magazine as an Outstanding Academic Book for 2000 The roots of
European witchcraft and magic lie in Hebrew and other ancient Near Eastern cultures and in
the Celtic, Nordic, and Germanic traditions of the Continent. For two millennia, European
folklore and ritual have been imbued with the belief in the supernatural, yielding a rich trove of
histories and images. The six volumes in the series Witchcraft and Magic in Europe combine
traditional approaches of political, legal, and social historians with critical syntheses of cultural
anthropology, historical psychology, and gender studies. The series provides a modern,
scholarly survey of the supernatural beliefs of Europeans from ancient times to the present
day. Each volume contains the work of distinguished scholars chosen for their expertise in a
particular era or region. The chronological scope of this volume ranges from the heroic age of
Homer's Greek East to the time of the rise of Christianity, a period of well over a thousand
years. In this long millennium the political and cultural landscapes of the Mediterranean basin
underwent significant changes, as competing creeds and denominations rose to the fore, and
often accused each other of sorcery. Other volumes in the series Witchcraft and Magic in
Europe: Biblical and Pagan Societies The Middle Ages The Period of the Witch Trials The
Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries The Twentieth Century
Magic, witches, and demons have drawn interest and fear throughout human history. In this
comprehensive primary source reader, Martha Rampton traces the history of our fascination
with magic and witchcraft from the first through to the seventeenth century. In over 80 readings
presented chronologically, Rampton demonstrates how understandings of and reactions
toward magic changed and developed over time, and how these ideas were influenced by
various factors such as religion, science, and law. The wide-ranging texts emphasize social
history and include early Merovingian law codes, the Picatrix, Lombard's Sentences, The
Golden Legend, and A Midsummer Night's Dream. By presenting a full spectrum of source
types including hagiography, law codes, literature, and handbooks, this collection provides
readers with a broad view of how magic was understood through the medieval and early
modern eras. Rampton's introduction to the volume is a passionate appeal to students to use
tolerance, imagination, and empathy when travelling back in time. The introductions to
individual readings are deliberately minimal, providing just enough context so that students can
hear medieval voices for themselves.
The six-volume set Witchcraft and Magic in Europe, of which this volume is the fifth, provides a
scholarly survey of the supernatural beliefs of Europeans from ancient times to the present.
Contributors combine political, legal, and social historical approaches with a critical synthesis
of cultural anthropology, historical psychology, and gender studies. With the end of witch trials
in the 18th century, the writers chart the process of and reasons for the decriminalization of
witchcraft, but also challenge the widespread assumption that Europe became "disenchanted."
Presented here are surveys of the social role of witchcraft, as well as a full treatment Victorian
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supernaturalism and the continued importance of witchcraft and magic as topics of debate
among intellectuals and other writers. Three authors contribute three extensive articles: "The
Decline and End of Witchcraft Prosecutions" by Brain P. Levack (U. of Texas); "Witchcraft After
the Witch-Trials" by Marijke Gijswijt-Hofstra (U. of Amsterdam); and "Witchcraft and Magic in
Enlightenment, Romantic and Liberal Thought" by Roy Porter (Wellcome Institute for the
History of Medicine). Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Witchcraft continues to play a role in the modern European imagination and in its cultures. This
book brings together studies of its most important modern manifestations. The volume includes
a major new history of the origins and development of English 'Wicca', an account of satanic
abuse mythology in the Twentieth Century and a survey of the continued existence of
traditional witchcraft.
Between the age of St. Augustine and the sixteenth century reformations magic continued to
be both a matter of popular practice and of learned inquiry. This volume deals with its use in
such contexts as healing and divination and as an aspect of the knowledge of nature's occult
virtues and secrets.>
The fifteenth to eighteenth centuries was a period of witchcraft prosecutions throughout Europe
and modern scholars have now devoted a huge amount of research to these episodes. This
volume will attempt to bring this work together by summarising the history of the trials in a new
way - according to the types of legal systems involved. Other topics covered will be the
continued practical use made of magic, the elaboration of demonological theories about
witchcraft and magic, and the further development of scientific interests in natural magic
through the 'Neoplatonic' and 'Hermetic' period.Amongst the topics included here are
Superstition and Belief in high and popular culture, the place of Medicine, Witchcraft survivals
in art and literature, and the survival of Persecution.>
Superstition and Magic in Early Modern Europe brings together a rich selection of essays
which represent the most important historical research on religion, magic and superstition in
early modern Europe. Each essay makes a significant contribution to the history of magic and
religion in its own right, while together they demonstrate how debates over the topic have
evolved over time, providing invaluable intellectual, historical, and socio-political context for
readers approaching the subject for the first time. The essays are organised around five key
themes and areas of controversy. Part One tackles superstition; Part Two, the tension between
miracles and magic; Part Three, ghosts and apparitions; Part Four, witchcraft and witch trials;
and Part Five, the gradual disintegration of the 'magical universe' in the face of scientific,
religious and practical opposition. Each part is prefaced by an introduction that provides an
outline of the historiography and engages with recent scholarship and debate, setting the
context for the essays that follow and providing a foundation for further study. This collection is
an invaluable toolkit for students of early modern Europe, providing both a focused overview
and a springboard for broader thinking about the underlying continuities and discontinuities that
make the study of magic and superstition a perennially fascinating topic.
Witchcraft and Magic in Europe, Volume 4The Period of the Witch TrialsA&C Black
The aim of the text is to provide students with insight into the way in which people in the early
modern period framed their ideas about the Creator and the created universe in terms of
magic. This mental framework informed and moulded theology, philosophy, the law, medicine,
and the sciences, as well as offering practical help with the problems of everyday life. The
study of witchcraft, (which was simply a particular manifestation of this mental world) therefore
helps to illustrate many of the key concepts which governed both defenders and, later,
opponents of the magical Zeitgeist.
This volume brings together new research into the place of witchcraft and magic in Greek and
Roman culture and society. Topics covered include the practice of sorcery, the portrayal of
witches and sorcerers in classical literature, and legal and philosophical attitudes to magic.
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The oldest roots of the European concepts of witchcraft and magic lie in the Hebrew and other
cultures of the ancient Near East and in the Celtic, Nordic and Germanic Societies of the North
and West. The authors of this volume survey three crucial aspects of this earliest phase of
development. These are the role of magical incantations and rituals against witchcraft in
Mesopotamia in the last three millennia BC, the attitudes to witchcraft and magic in the Old
Testament and in later Jewish tradition, and the beliefs and legends associated with trolldomor
(witchcraft) in pre-Christian Scandanavia.
First published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Each volume in the series Witchcraft and Magic in Europe combines the traditional
approaches of political, legal, and social historians with a critical synthesis of cultural
anthropology, historical psychology, and gender studies. The series, complete in six
volumes, provides a modern, scholarly survey of the supernatural beliefs of Europeans
from ancient times to the present day. Most European prosecutions for the crime of
witchcraft occurred between the fifteenth and seventeenth centuries, with the peak
coming in the hundred years after 1560. This volume brings together the large amount
of recent scholarship on witchcraft of this period and provides a novel analysis of the
trials by considering the legal systems involved. Witch hunts, methods of torture, and
the scientific interest in magic spells and demonology as an intellectual pursuit are also
covered in detail.
Beyond the witch trials provides an important collection of essays on the nature of
witchcraft and magic in European society during the Enlightenment. The book is
innovative not only because it pushes forward the study of witchcraft into the eighteenth
century, but because it provides the reader with a challenging variety of different
approaches and sources of information. The essays, which cover England,
Netherlands, Spain, Italy, Germany, Scotland, Finland and Sweden, examine the
experience of and attitudes towards witchcraft from both above and below. While they
demonstrate the continued widespread fear of witches amongst the masses, they also
provide a corrective to the notion that intellectual society lost interest in the question of
witchcraft. While witchcraft prosecutions were comparatively rare by the mid-eighteenth
century, the intellectual debate did no disappear; it either became more private or
refocused on such issues as possession. The contributors come from different
academic disciplines, and by borrowing from literary theory, archaeology and folklore
they move beyond the usual historical perspectives and sources. They emphasise the
importance of studying such themes as the aftermath of witch trials, the continued role
of cunning-folk in society, and the nature of the witchcraft discourse in different social
contexts. This book will be essential reading for those interested in the decline of the
European witch trials and the continued importance of witchcraft and magic during the
Enlightenment. More generally it will appeal to those with a lively interest in the cultural
history of the late seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. This is the first of a twovolume set of books looking at the phenomenon of witchcraft, magic and the occult in
Europe since the seventeenth century.
The end of the eighteenth century saw the end of the witch trials everywhere. This
volume charts the processes and reasons for the decriminalisation of witchcraft but also
challenges the widespread assumption that Europe has been 'disenchanted'. For the
first time surveys are given of the social role of witchcraft in European communities
down to the end of the nineteenth century and of the continued importance of witchcraft
and magic as topics of debate among intellectuals and other writers>
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First Published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
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