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This Handbook examines poverty measurement, antipoverty policy and programs, and poverty theory from
the perspective of economics. It is written in a highly
accessible style that encourages critical thinking about
poverty. What's known about the sources of poverty and
its alleviation are summarized and conventional thinking
about poverty is challenged.
Richard Cloward and Frances Fox Pivin stand as models
of politically engaged academics. In this compelling new
book, the author examines the careers of Piven and
Colward, along with nineteenth century feminist social
reformer Jane Addams, to suggest--and
demonstrate--how a more politically-active scholarship
can contribute to struggles for social justice.
Renowned American sociologist William Julius Wilson
takes a look at the social transformation of inner city
ghettos, offering a sharp evaluation of the convergence
of race and poverty. Rejecting both conservative and
liberal interpretations of life in the inner city, Wilson offers
essential information and a number of solutions to
policymakers. The Truly Disadvantaged is a wideranging examination, looking at the relationship between
race, employment, and education from the 1950s
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second edition also includes a new afterword from
Wilson himself that brings the book up to date and offers
fresh insight into its findings. “The Truly Disadvantaged
should spur critical thinking in many quarters about the
causes and possible remedies for inner city poverty. As
policymakers grapple with the problems of an enlarged
underclass they—as well as community leaders and all
concerned Americans of all races—would be advised to
examine Mr. Wilson's incisive analysis.”—Robert
Greenstein, New York Times Book Review
Mills argues for a new critical theory that develops the
insights of the black radical political tradition. While
challenging conventional interpretations of key Marxist
concepts and claims, the author contends that Marxism
has been 'white' insofar as it has failed to recognize the
centrality of race and white supremacy to the making of
the modern world.
Forty years ago Louis Hartz surveyed American political
thought in his classic The Liberal Tradition in America.
He concluded that American politics was based on a
broad liberal consensus made possible by a unique
American historical experience, a thesis that seemed to
minimize the role of political conflict.Today, with conflict
on the rise and with much of liberalism in disarray,
James P. Young revisits these questions to reevaluate
Hartz's interpretation of American politics. Young's
treatment of key movements in our history, especially
Puritanism and republicanism's early contribution to the
Revolution and the Constitution, demonstrates in the
spirit of Dewey and others that the liberal tradition is
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Young's account is unrivaled. Reconsidering American
Liberalism gives voice not just to Locke, Jefferson,
Hamilton, Madison, Lincoln, and Dewey but also to
Rawls, Shklar, Kateb, Wolin, and Walzer. In addition to
broad discussions of all the major figures in over 300
years of political thought?with Lincoln looming
particularly large?Young touches upon modern feminism
and conservatism, multiculturalism, postmodernism,
rights-based liberalism, and social democracy. Out of
these contemporary materials Young synthesizes a new
position, a smarter and tougher liberalism not just forged
from historical materials but reshaped in the rough and
tumble of contemporary thought and politics.This
exceptionally timely study is both a powerful survey of
the whole of U.S. political thought and a trenchant
critique of contemporary political debates. At a time of
acrimony and confusion in our national politics, Young
enables us to see that salvaging a viable future depends
upon our understanding how we have reached this
point.Never without his own opinions, Young is
scrupulously fair to the widest range of thinkers and
marvelously clear in getting to the heart of their ideas.
Although his book is a substantial contribution to political
theory and the history of ideas, it is always accessible
and lively enough for the informed general reader. It is
essential reading for anyone who cares about the future
of U.S. political thought or, indeed, about the future of
the country itself.
The race problem in the American criminal justice
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public and of policy makers. The tendency of racial
justice advocates to point the finger of blame chiefly at
law enforcement, or racial conservatives, or the war on
drugs, or any other single entity is misguided. Whether
the problem is defined in terms of minority
overrepresentation in the criminal justice system or in
terms of the differential treatment minorities receive while
entangled within the criminal process, a critical mass of
citizens and policy makers that care enough to demand
something be done about it is lacking. We Are "The Man"
is the story of how racial concerns are consistently
ignored in the national crime-policy process and why.
Examines African American contributions, both historical
and contemporary, to criminological thought.
Rev. ed. of: The urban sociology reader. 2005.
In a provocative assessment of American poverty and
policy from 1950 to the present, Frank Stricker examines
an era that has seen serious discussion about the
causes of poverty and unemployment. Analyzing the War
on Poverty, theories of the culture of poverty and the
underclass, the effects of Reaganomics, and the 1996
welfare reform, Stricker demonstrates that most
antipoverty approaches are futile without the presence
(or creation) of good jobs. Stricker notes that since the
1970s, U.S. poverty levels have remained at or above
11%, despite training programs and periods of economic
growth. The creation of jobs has continued to lag behind
the need for them. Stricker argues that a serious public
debate is needed about the job situation; social
programs must be redesigned, a national health care
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addressed. He urges all sides to be honest--if
we don't want to eliminate poverty, then we should say
so. But if we do want to reduce poverty significantly, he
says, we must expand decent jobs and government
income programs, redirecting national resources away
from the rich and toward those with low incomes. Why
America Lost the War on Poverty--And How to Win It is
sure to prompt much-needed debate on how to move
forward.
Who are those at the bottom of society? There has been
much discussion in recent years, on both Left and Right,
about the existence of an alleged 'underclass' in both
Britain and the USA. It has been claimed this group lives
outside the mainstream of society, is characterised by
crime, suffers from long-term unemployment and single
parenthood, and is alienated from its core values. In
Underclass: A History of the Excluded, 1880-2000 John
Welshman shows that there have always been concerns
about an 'underclass', whether constructed as the 'social
residuum' of the 1880s, the 'problem family' of the 1950s
or the 'cycle of deprivation' of the 1970s. There are
marked differences between these concepts, but also
striking continuities. Indeed a concern with an
'underclass' has is many ways been as long as an
interest in poverty itself. This book is the first to look
systematically at the question, providing new insights on
contemporary debates about behaviour, poverty and
welfare reform. In a speech in 2006, Tony Blair signalled
a major push on social exclusion. He aimed to show the
Government's determination to tackle 'a hard core
Page 5/21

Read Online The Truly Disadvantaged The Inner
City The Underclass And Public Policy Second
Edition
2ndestimated
Second at
Edition
By Wilson
William
underclass'
1 m people.
The focus
in
Julius
2012
Whitehall had moved to what were termed 'high-risk,
high-harm and high-cost families', and to children in
care, teenage mothers, and people with mental health
problems on benefit. In all of this, the rhetoric of a 'cycle
of deprivation', and of inter-generational continuities, was
ever-present, and it is those continuities that this book
seeks to explore.
This best-selling textbook returns for a seventh edition
with material on the most fundamental and fascinating
issues in sociology today. The authors continue their
tradition of focusing on the big picture, with an emphasis
on race, class, and gender in every chapter. The text
continues to frame sociological debates around the
major theoretical perspectives of sociology and focus on
capturing students’ imaginations with cutting-edge
research and real-world events. The hallmark of the book
continues to be clear writing that helps students
understand the intricacies of the discipline like no other
textbook on the market. New to the seventh edition
Expanded focus on new social movements such as
Black Lives Matter, Occupy Wall Street, and the Tea
Party. Updates on both the 2012 and 2016 elections.
New discussions of Donald Trump and the immigration
debate; causes and consequences. New discussions of
"patriot" movements, racism, and the reaction to the first
African American president. Expanded coverage of
sexual orientation and LGBT issues. Updates on gay
rights and the historic legalization of same-sex marriage.
New sections on cyber life discussion issues such as
cyber bullying and public shaming; WikiLeaks, Edward
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the Arab Spring; and social media activism. New
coverage of the so-called "he-cession" and the rise of
women managers (whom employers still see as risky
but, increasingly, as highly talented). Updates on healthcare reform, five years on and the efforts to repeal and
replace "Obamacare". Expanded coverage of mass
shootings and the corresponding policy debates.
Expanded coverage and new focus on police-involved
shootings and gun control in the "Deviance, Crime, and
Social Control" chapter. New discussions of the
sociology of finance, including the role of financial
derivatives in the 2008 global financial crisis. New photos
and updated figures and tables throughout the text.
This book shows students the steps involved in the
research process, the various strategies for conducting a
valid social inquiry, and most importantly, the
persuasiveness and elegance of reliable social research.
It highlights the link between academic research and the
real world. Included are carefully chosen examples of
each of the major methodological techniques-survey,
interviews, fieldwork observations, experiments, content
analysis, secondary analysis and program evaluation.
Also included are selections on sampling strategies,
research ethics and both qualitative and quantitative data
analysis.
Including the work of contributors such as best-selling
author William Julius Wilson, this discussion of the
current status of race and poverty in America presents
frank views on what works and what does not, and offers
practical policy recommendations. IP.
Page 7/21

Read Online The Truly Disadvantaged The Inner
City The Underclass And Public Policy Second
Edition
Second
Edition
Wilson William
This text2nd
provides
a selection
of By
African-American
Julius
voices, 2012
describing written works, oral history,
photographs and moving images. Sources from 1883 to
the 1990s are annotated and discussed, and are aimed
at showing more of the African-American experience
than is often portrayed in the mass media.
An overview and critical appraisal of the work of
influential sociologist and public intellectual William
Julius Wilson.
This unique and inexpensive book provides a
demographic and economic history of urban America
over the last 65 years. The growth and decline of most
northern cities is contrasted with the steady growth of
western and southern cities. Various urban government
policies are explored, including federal, state, and local
policies. There is a chapter focusing on Detroit and its
rapid decline toward bankruptcy and its recent strategies
to slow recovery. The final two chapters speculate on
what's next for urban America and gives suggestions for
stimulating growth.

Cuomo's Commission on Competitiveness argues
that America must reform its economic and social
policies and institutions to reverse the weakening of
its industrial leadership, the erosion of living
standards and escalating social problems. Topics
include public investment, urban poverty, health
care, the environment, fiscal policy and international
strategies.
While the American family is held to be sacrosanct,
societal responses to struggling families in deep
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needs are unmet by their primary caretakers and are
further denied by public policymakers.
The definitive edition of the classic, myth-shattering
history of the American family Leave It to Beaver
was not a documentary, a man's home has never
been his castle, the "male breadwinner marriage" is
the least traditional family in history, and rape and
sexual assault were far higher in the 1970s than they
are today. In The Way We Never Were, acclaimed
historian Stephanie Coontz examines two centuries
of the American family, sweeping away
misconceptions about the past that cloud current
debates about domestic life. The 1950s do not
present a workable model of how to conduct our
personal lives today, Coontz argues, and neither
does any other era from our cultural past. This
revised edition includes a new introduction and
epilogue, exploring how the clash between growing
gender equality and rising economic inequality is
reshaping family life, marriage, and male-female
relationships in our modern era. More relevant than
ever, The Way We Never Were is a potent corrective
to dangerous nostalgia for an American tradition that
never really existed.
In charting the growth of gleaming shopping centers
and refurbished brownstones in Harlem, Brian
Goldstein shows that gentrification was not imposed
on an unwitting community by opportunistic
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neighborhood’s grassroots, producing a legacy that
benefited some longtime residents and threatened
others.
Updated to reflect the most current thinking on urban
studies, this new edition of "The Blackwell City
Reader" brings together a wide range of essential
readings relating to the analysis and experience of
cities across the globe. Selections are carefully
gathered from a variety of academic disciplines
ranging from architecture, sociology, and literature to
cultural studies, philosophy, and even
psychoanalysis to provide the most diverse
perspectives and in-depth coverage of the field. The
new edition incorporates major developments in the
study of materialities and mobilities, two areas at the
heart of many contemporary debates; it also features
enhanced coverage on non-Western cities that
reflect recent growth trends, especially in Asia,
China, and India, making it the most international
reader of its kind. "The Blackwell City Reader,
Second Edition" combines established and novel
readings from a wide range of theoretical
perspectives and geographical locales to provide an
indispensable source for the most up-to-date
thinking on cities of today and tomorrow.
In the United States, social class ranks with gender,
race, and ethnicity in determining the values,
activities, political behavior, and life chances of
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of class, although they often disagree on what it is
and how it impacts Americans. This A-Z
encyclopedia, the first to focus on class in the United
States, surveys the breadth of class strata
throughout our history, for high school students to
the general public. Class is illuminated in 525 essay
entries on significant people, terms, theories,
programs, institutions, eras, ethnic groups, places,
and much more. This useful set is an authoritative,
fascinating source for in-demand information on key
aspects of our culture and society and helps
researchers to narrow down a broad topic. Class is
revealed from angles that often intersect: through
history, with entries such as Founding Fathers, the
Industrial Revolution, Westward Expansion; through
economics, with entries such as Dot.com Bubble,
Robber Barons, Chicago School of Economics,
Lottery, Wage Slaves, Economic Equal Opportunity
Act, Stock Market, Inheritance Taxes, Wal-Mart,
Welfare; through social indicators such as
Conspicuous Consumption, the Hamptons, WASP,
Homelessness, Social Climbing; through politics with
entries such as Anarchism, Braceros, Heritage
Foundation, Communist Party, Kennedy Family; and
through culture through entries such as Country
Music, The Great Gatsby, Television, and Studs
Terkel. Class is also approached from ethnic, sexual,
religious, educational, and regional angles. Special
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reading per entry, cross-references, reader's guide
to topics, and thorough index. Sample entries:
Immigration, Education, Labor Movement, PinkCollar Workers, AFL-CIO, Strikes, Great Depression,
Jacob Riis, Literature, the Rockefellers, Slavery,
Music, Academia, Family, Suburbia, McMansions,
Taxation, Segregation, Racism, Ivy League, Robber
Barons, Philanthropists, Socialites, Religion,
Welfare, the American Dream, Dot.com Millionaires,
Equal Opportunity, Founding Fathers, Wage Slaves,
Industrial Revolution, Capitalism, Economics,
Appalachia, Horse Racing, Gender, Communist
Party, Country Clubs, Religion, American Indians,
Conspicuous Consumption, Studs Terkel, Film,
Class-Consciousness, Work Ethic, Media,
Television, Puritans, Homelessness, Status
Symbols, Assimilation/Melting Pot, Art, Westward
Expansion, Poverty, The Great Gatsby, Stock
Market, Working Poor, Gated Communities, the
Hamptons, Social Climbing, Crime, Lottery, Elitism,
WASP, American Dream, Noam Chomsky, Fortune
Magazine
Introduction to Criminology, Seventh Edition is a
comprehensive introduction to the study of
criminology designed for an introductory
undergraduate courses. The book focuses on the
vital core of criminological theory--theory, method,
and criminal behavior. Hagan investigates all forms
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collar crime, political crime, and environmental
crime. He explains the methods of operation, the
effects on society, and how various theories account
for criminal behavior. New to this edition: Expansion
of material on psycho-social and bio-social theories
Additional coverage of terrorism in Ch. 11, along with
ethics in the research methods chapter, Ch. 2 New
chapter on Cybercrime New Epilogue on the future
of crime and the newest criminological theories New
Career Feature Boxes New Crime Files Feature
Boxes End-of-Chapter Web Research Exercises
New full-color design and photo program In-text links
to study site Expanded study site resources
including video of the author and original podcasts
recorded by the author for each chapter Blackboard
and Web CT compatibility
The Truly DisadvantagedThe Inner City, the
Underclass, and Public Policy, Second
EditionUniversity of Chicago Press
The "Encyclopedia of the City" complements Routledge's
strong list of readers and textbooks in urban studies and the
city. Focusing on the key topics encountered by
undergraduates and scholars in urban studies and allied
fields, the contributions of its major theoreticians and
practitioners, and on other individuals, groups, and
organizations which study the city or practice in a field that
directly or indirectly affects the city, the "Encyclopedia"
necessarily adopts an interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary
perspective. A first-class work of reference that will be both
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starting point for wider exploration of the ctizenship; city; city
beautiful movement; City of Ur; city typologies; civil rights
movement; civil society; classicism; closed circuit television
The importance of race as determinant of social mobility is
still an issue that's subject for debate. Particularly among
Black Americans, in the midst of the 21st century, the
progress of Black American is undeniable yet there still the
question of educational inequality, social problems, and
income inequality so prevalently associated with inner city
Black citizens. Using William Julius Wilson seminal work, the
Truly Disadvantaged as a springboard, this thesis examines
the implications of the declining significance of race by
investigating the social and income differences of Black and
White urban males.
'Consistently excellent.... The level and coverage of the
content make this an invaluable reference for students
studying criminology or taking criminal psychology modules at
degree level and beyond' - Adam Tocock, Reference Reviews
In discussing a criminology topic, lecturers and course
textbooks often toss out names of theorists or make a
sideways reference to a particular theory and move on, as if
assuming their student audience possesses the necessary
background to appreciate and integrate the reference.
However, university reference librarians can tell you this is
often far from the case. Students often approach them
seeking a source to provide a quick overview of a particular
theory or theorist with just the basics - the who, what, where,
how and why, if you will. And reference librarians often find it
difficult to guide these students to a quick, one-stop source.
In response, SAGE Reference is publishing the two-volume
Encyclopedia of Criminological Theory, available in both print
and electronic formats. This serves as a reference source for
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theory. Drawing
examines the global landscape of all the key theories and the
theorists behind them, presenting them in the context needed
to understand their strengths and weaknesses. In addition to
interpretations of long-established theories, it also offers
essays on cutting-edge research as one might find in a
handbook. And, like an unabridged dictionary, it provides
concise, to-the-point definitions of key concepts, ideas,
schools, and figures. Coverage will include: contexts and
concepts in criminological theory the social construction of
crime policy implications of theory diversity and intercultural
contexts conflict theory rational choice theories conservative
criminology feminist theory.
""The Truly Disadvantaged" should spur critical thinking in
many quarters about the causes and possible remedies for
inner city poverty. As policy makers grapple with the problems
of an enlarged underclass they--as well as community leaders
and all concerned Americans of all races--would be advised
to examine Mr. Wilson's incisive analysis."--Robert
Greenstein, "New York Times Book Review" "'Must reading'
for civil-rights leaders, leaders of advocacy organizations for
the poor, and for elected officials in our major urban
centers."--Bernard C. Watson, "Journal of Negro Education"
"Required reading for anyone, presidential candidate or
private citizen, who really wants to address the growing plight
of the black urban underclass."--David J. Garrow,
"Washington Post Book World" Selected by the editors of the
"New York Times Book Review" as one of the sixteen best
books of 1987.Winner of the 1988 C. Wright Mills Award of
the Society for the Study of Social Problems.
In late twentieth-century America, the black middle class has
occupied a unique position. It greatly influenced the way
African Americans were perceived and presented to the
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attempted to be a model for inspiration and uplift. As a key
force in the "Africanizing" of American culture, the black
middle class has been both a shaper and a mirror during the
past three decades. This study of that era shows that the
fruits of integration have been at once sweet and bitter. This
history of a pivotal group in American society will cause
reflection, discussion, and debate.
Entries address people, terms, and concepts that help to
define social class in America, exploring how perception of
class has changed over the years and how class is
addressed in politics and contemporary culture.
In the revised and updated second edition of this
comprehensive book, the first anthology to integrate socialpsychological literature on prejudice with sociological and
historical investigations, contributors introduce readers to the
key debates and principal writings on racial and ethnic
conflict, representing conservative, liberal, and radical p
Do ominous reports of an emerging "underclass" reveal an
unprecedented crisis in American society? Or are social
commentators simply rediscovering the tragedy of recurring
urban poverty, as they seem to do every few decades?
Although social scientists and members of the public make
frequent assumptions about these questions, they have little
information about the crucial differences between past and
present. By providing a badly needed historical context, these
essays reframe today's "underclass" debate. Realizing that
labels of "social pathology" echo fruitless distinctions between
the "deserving" and "undeserving" poor, the contributors
focus not on individual and family behavior but on a complex
set of processes that have been at work over a long period,
degrading the inner cities and, inevitably, the nation as a
whole. How do individuals among the urban poor manage to
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How have
social relations within the urban ghettos changed?
What has been the effect of industrial restructuring on
poverty? Besides exploring these questions, the contributors
discuss the influence of African traditions on the family
patterns of African Americans, the origins of institutions that
serve the urban poor, the reasons for the crisis in urban
education, the achievements and limits of the War on
Poverty, and the role of income transfers, earnings, and the
contributions of family members in overcoming poverty. The
message of the essays is clear: Americans will flourish or fail
together.
Since Alexis de Tocqueville first made the linkage in his
writings on America, a healthy democracy has been
associated with the flourishing of civil society, as measured
by popular participation in voluntary and civic activities and
the vitality of organizations that mediate between the
individual and the state. This volume takes a fresh look at this
classic theme in the context of post-communist Eastern
Europe, the West European welfare states and the United
States, asking: what patterns of participation characterize the
new democracies of Eastern Europe?; what levels of civic
activism are characteristic of contemporary Western
democracies?; what factors account for differences among
countries and changing patterns over time?; and what do
findings suggest about the prospects for democracy in the
21st century?
Describes how the ghetto separates Blacks not only from
white people, but also from opportunities and resources.
"There are places where history feels irrelevant, and
America's inner cities are among them," acknowledges
Michael Katz, in expressing the tensions between activism
and scholarship. But this major historian of urban poverty
realizes that the pain in these cities has its origins in the
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century reformers traced extreme poverty to drink, laziness,
and other forms of bad behavior, they tried to use public
policy and philanthropy to improve the character of poor
people, rather than to attack the structural causes of their
misery. Showing how this misdiagnosis has afflicted today's
welfare and educational systems, Katz draws on his own
experiences to introduce each of four topics--the welfare
state, the "underclass" debate, urban school reform, and the
strategies of survival used by the urban poor. Uniquely
informed by his personal involvement, each chapter also
illustrates the interpretive power of history by focusing on a
strand of social policy in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries: social welfare from the poorhouse era through the
New Deal, ideas about urban poverty from the undeserving
poor to the "underclass," and the emergence of public
education through the radical school reform movement now at
work in Chicago. Why have American governments proved
unable to redesign a welfare system that will satisfy anyone?
Why has public policy proved unable to eradicate poverty and
prevent the deterioration of major cities? What strategies
have helped poor people survive the poverty endemic to
urban history? How did urban schools become unresponsive
bureaucracies that fail to educate most of their students? Are
there fresh, constructive ways to think about welfare, poverty,
and public education? Throughout the book Katz shows how
interpretations of the past, grounded in analytic history, can
free us of comforting myths and help us to reframe
discussions of these great public issues.
This long-awaited, solution-oriented book helps readers
understand how inequality is organized in our public
educational system. A four-component developmental model
provides a policy-oriented framework that takes into account
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educational
system that produces unequal opportunities for
student learning, closing the gap requires thinking out of a
box and the current conglomeration of social and economic
policies. A multi-level strategy that aims for all to be educated
at grade-level through a coordinated national strategy is
presented to eliminate educational inequality. This is a «must
read», controversial book that offers educators and policymakers a fundamental understanding of how the achievement
gap can be eliminated at the population level.
Creating the Suburban School Advantage explains how
American suburban school districts gained a competitive
edge over their urban counterparts. John L. Rury provides a
national overview of the process, focusing on the period
between 1950 and 1980, and presents a detailed study of
metropolitan Kansas City, a region representative of trends
elsewhere. While big-city districts once were widely seen as
superior and attracted families seeking the best educational
opportunities for their children, suburban school systems
grew rapidly in the post–World War II era as middle-class and
more affluent families moved to those communities. As Rury
relates, at the same time, economically dislocated African
Americans migrated from the South to center-city
neighborhoods, testing the capacity of urban institutions. As
demographic trends drove this urban-suburban divide, a
suburban ethos of localism contributed to the socioeconomic
exclusion that became a hallmark of outlying school systems.
School districts located wholly or partly within the municipal
boundaries of Kansas City, Missouri, make for revealing
cases that illuminate our understanding of these national
patterns. As Rury demonstrates, struggles to achieve greater
educational equity and desegregation in urban centers
contributed to so-called white flight and what Senator Daniel
Patrick Moynihan considered to be a crisis of urban education
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city children
Rury cogently argues, created a new metropolitan
educational hierarchy—a mirror image of the urban-centric
model that had prevailed before World War II. The stubborn
perception that suburban schools are superior, based on test
scores and budgets, has persisted into the twenty-first
century and instantiates today's metropolitan landscape of
social, economic, and educational inequality.
What might it mean to develop a rigorous, just, and practical
urban education? Such a question takes on new importance
in the middle of the first decade of the twenty-first century, as
urban educators find themselves besieged with test-driven,
standardized curricula promoted in the name of fairness,
educational excellence, and egalitarianism.
The sociology of race relations in America typically describes
an intersection of poverty, race, and economic discrimination.
But what is missing from the picture--sexual difference--can
be as instructive as what is present. In this ambitious work,
Roderick A. Ferguson reveals how the discourses of sexuality
are used to articulate theories of racial difference in the field
of sociology. He shows how canonical sociology--Gunnar
Myrdal, Ernest Burgess, Robert Park, Daniel Patrick
Moynihan, and William Julius Wilson--has measured African
Americans' unsuitability for a liberal capitalist order in terms of
their adherence to the norms of a heterosexual and
patriarchal nuclear family model. In short, to the extent that
African Americans' culture and behavior deviated from those
norms, they would not achieve economic and racial equality.
Aberrations in Black tells the story of canonical sociology's
regulation of sexual difference as part of its general regulation
of African American culture. Ferguson places this story within
other stories--the narrative of capital's emergence and
development, the histories of Marxism and revolutionary
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sexual idiosyncrasies
of African American culture--works by
Richard Wright, Ralph Ellison, James Baldwin, Audre Lorde,
and Toni Morrison. In turn, this book tries to present another
story--one in which people who presumably manifest the dysfunctions of capitalism are reconsidered as indictments of the
norms of state, capital, and social science. Ferguson includes
the first-ever discussion of a new archival discovery--a neverpublished chapter of Invisible Man that deals with a gay
character in a way thatcomplicates and illuminates Ellison's
project. Unique in the way it situates critiques of race, gender,
and sexuality within analyses of cultural, economic, and
epistemological formations, Ferguson's work introduces a
new mode of discourse--which Ferguson calls queer of color
analysis--that helps to lay bare the mutual distortions of racial,
economic, and sexual portrayals within sociology. A hardhitting look at the regulation of sexual difference and its role
in circumscribing African American culture.
Since the numbers of poor children have risen following
welfare reform, a changing economy, and a lengthy
recession, the time is ripe for a collection on child poverty.
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