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The Lighthouse Stevensons
So what have the Scots ever done for the world then? Well, most people will know about John Logie Baird (inventor of
television), Alexander Graham Bell (the telephone) and Alexander Fleming (penicillin). But what about Alexander
Cummings from Edinburgh? It would be hard to imagine getting through the day without using his invention - the flushing
toilet. Or how about William Cullen from Glasgow? There would be a lot of sour milk (and warm beer) without the first
man to demonstrate artificial refrigeration. And then there's Alexander Bain from Caithness? Can anyone really imagine a
world without his invention - the fax machine? The list goes on and on; Janet Keillor from Dundee (marmalade), James
Clerk Maxwell from Edinburgh (radio waves), John Reith from Stonehaven (the BBC), James Black from Uddingston
(beta-blockers) James Bowman Lindsay from Angus (light bulbs), James Goodfellow from Paisley (the ATM), Dugald
Clerk from Glasgow (the two-stroke engine), Alexander McRae from the Kyle of Lochalsh (speedos), James Blyth from
Kincardineshire (the first electricity producing wind turbine). Caledonia Dreaming tells the often frankly unbelievable
stories behind these discoveries and looks at how they, along with the writers, philosophers, philanthropists and bankers
of Scotland have left their unique, indelible mark on the modern world.
A lavishly illustrated history of the iconic Bell Rock lighthouse which has stood as an industrial ‘wonder of the world’
since its completion in 1811.
'A thrilling celebration of lighthouses' i newspaper An enthralling history of Britain's rock lighthouses, and the people who
built and inhabited them Lighthouses are enduring monuments to our relationship with the sea. They encapsulate a
romantic vision of solitary homes amongst the waves, but their original purpose was much more noble, conceived as
navigational gifts for the safety of all. Still today, we depend upon their guiding lights for the safe passage of ships.
Nowhere is this truer than in the rock lighthouses of Great Britain and Ireland: twenty towers built between 1811 and
1904, so-called because they were constructed on desolate, slippery rock formations in the middle of the sea, rising,
mirage-like, straight out of the waves, with lights shining at the their summits. Seashaken Houses is a lyrical exploration
of these magnificent, isolated sentinels, the ingenuity of those who conceived them, the people who risked their lives
building and rebuilding them, those that inhabited their circular rooms, and the ways in which we value emblems of our
history in a changing world.
This book covers the wide spectrum of subjects relating to obtaining and using building stones, starting with their
geological origin and then describing the nature of granites, volcanics, limestones, sandstones, flint, metamorphic stones,
breccias and conglomerates, with emphasis being placed on how to recognise the different stones via the many
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illustrated examples from Great Britain and other countries. The life of a building stone is explained from its origin in the
quarry, through its exposure to the elements when used for a building, to its eventual deterioration. The structure of stone
buildings is then discussed, with explanations of the mechanics of pillars, lighthouses and walls, arches, bridges,
buttresses and roof vaults, plus castles and cathedrals. The sequence of the historical architectural styles of stone
buildings is explained—from the early days through to postmodern buildings. Special attention is paid to two famous
architects: the Roman Vitruvius and the English Sir Christopher Wren who designed and supervised the construction of
St. Paul’s Cathedral in London. To demonstrate many of the concepts presented, two exemplary stone buildings are
described in detail: the Albert Memorial in London and Durham Cathedral in northern England. The former building is
interesting because it is comprised of a cornucopia of different building stones and the latter building because of its
architecture and sandstone decay mechanisms. In the final Chapter, ruined stone buildings are discussed—the many
reasons for their decay and the possibility of their ‘rebirth’ via digital recording of their geometry. The book has over 350
pages and is illustrated with more than 450 diagrams and colour photographs of both the various stones and the
associated stone buildings. Readers’ knowledge of the subject will be greatly enhanced by these images and the related
explanatory text. A wide-ranging references and bibliography section is also included.
For centuries the seas around Scotland were notorious for shipwrecks. Mariners' only aids were skill, luck, and single
coal-fire light on the east coast, which was usually extinguished by rain. In 1786 the Northern Lighthouse Trust was
established, with Robert Stevenson appointed as chief engineer a few years later. In this engrossing book, Bella
Bathhurst reveals that the Stevensons not only supervised the construction of the lighthouses under often desperate
conditions but also perfected a design of precisely chiseled interlocking granite blocks that would withstand the enormous
waves that batter these stone pillars. The same Stevensons also developed the lamps and lenses of the lights
themselves, which "sent a gleam across the wave" and prevented countless ships from being lost at sea. While it is the
writing of Robert Louis Stevenson that brought fame to the family name, this mesmerizing account shows how his
extraordinary ancestors changed the shape of the Scotland coast against incredible odds and with remarkable technical
ingenuity.
Robert Louis Stevenson: Writer of Boundaries reinstates Stevenson at the center of critical debate and demonstrates the
sophistication of his writings and the present relevance of his kaleidoscopic achievements. While most young readers
know Robert Louis Stevenson (1850–1894) as the author of Treasure Island, few people outside of academia are aware
of the breadth of his literary output. The contributors to Robert Louis Stevenson: Writer of Boundaries look, with varied
critical approaches, at the whole range of his literary production and unite to confer scholarly legitimacy on this
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enormously influential writer who has been neglected by critics. As the editors point out in their Introduction, Stevenson
reinvented the “personal essay” and the “walking tour essay,” in texts of ironic stylistic brilliance that broke completely
with Victorian moralism. His first full-length work of fiction, Treasure Island, provocatively combined a popular genre
(subverting its imperialist ideology) with a self-conscious literary approach. Stevenson, one of Scotland’s most prolific
writers, was very effectively excluded from the canon by his twentieth-century successors and rejected by AngloAmerican Modernist writers and critics for his play with popular genres and for his non-serious metaliterary brilliance.
While Stevenson’s critical recognition has been slowly increasing, there have been far fewer published single-volume
studies of his works than those of his contemporaries, Henry James and Joseph Conrad.
The Scottish coastline remains one of the most dangerous in the world. The story of how her margins were lit is one of
determined engineering endeavour and heroic struggle against the elements. The Northern Lighthouse Board, formed in
1786, continues to assist mariners and live up to its motto 'In Salutem Omnium', for the safety of all. The story begins in
Egypt, with one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, for all lighthouse builders have learned from their
predecessors. Using the collections of National Museums Scotland, this account shows how the world's first rock
lighthouse in the dangerous English Channel at the Eddystone Reef off Plymouth was first destroyed by storm and then
by fire, before being made in stone, and outlasting the rock itself. The lessons learned there were absorbed by the young
Robert Stevenson, whose apprenticeship with his stepfather Thomas Smith allowed him to experience at first hand the
darkness and the dangers of Scotland's perilous coastline. Stevenson's building of a lighthouse on the dangerous
Inchcape Reef, or Bell Rock, 11 miles from Arbroath, would prove to be his most important engineering success. Robert
Stevenson's family was associated with lighthouse construction for a further three generations, not only in Scotland, but
in Newfoundland, Burma, Japan and New Zealand. This account, drawn from their writings and illustrated by the
unmatched collection of light-house artefacts; often made for exhibition at the nineteenth century international trade fairs
in London and Paris, now held by National Museums Scotland, is brought up to date with how the Northern Lighthouse
Board operates today.
This guide follows a trail of places associated with Robert Louis Stevenson. John Cairney, perhaps best known for writing
and starring in The Robert Burns Story, is one of the few people to have visited all the places on the RLS trail.
Whenever I smell salt water, I know that I am not far from one of the works of my ancestors wrote Robert Louis Stevenson in 1880. When the
lights come out at sundown along the shores of Scotland, I am proud to think they burn more brightly for the genius of my father
A fascinating pictorial history of Scottish lighthouses.
Written by America's most famous engineering storyteller and educator, this abecedarium is one engineer's selection of thoughts, quotations,
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anecdotes, facts, trivia and arcana relating to the practice, history, culture and traditions of his profession. The entries reflect decades of
reading, writing, talking and thinking about engineers and engineering, and range from brief essays to lists of great engineering
achievements. This work is organized alphabetically and more like a dictionary than an encyclopedia. It is not intended to be read from first
page to last, but rather to be dipped into, here and there, as the mood strikes the reader. In time, it is hoped, this book should become the
source to which readers go first when they encounter a vague or obscure reference to the softer side of engineering.
Overzicht in woord (interviews) en beeld van de wereldberoemde Ierse popband.
Een jonge Argentijnse schrijver keert terug naar zijn vaderland om afscheid te nemen van zijn zieke vader. Hij kan zich van zijn jeugd maar
weinig herinneren en ervaart zijn thuisland alsof hij er voor het eerst komt. Op zoek naar antwoorden en herinneringen duikt hij in zijn
familiegeschiedenis. Vooral vragen over zijn stervende vader houden hem in de greep. Wie was of is deze man eigenlijk? En wat was zijn rol
tijdens de Argentijnse dictatuur?Hoe dichter hij bij het verhaal van zijn vader komt, hoe meer zijn eigen, vaak confronterende
jeugdherinneringen boven komen drijven.De ziel van mijn vader klimt omhoog in de regen is een gedurfde, indringende roman over een
vader en een zoon, over geheimen die begraven liggen onder jarenlang stilzwijgen, en over de littekens die een dictatuur achterlaat.`Het
relaas van hoe het is voor een kind om op te groeien in de schaduw van het Argentijnse regime heeft mijn hart op z n kop gezet. The New
York Times `Een van de interessantste en meest getalenteerde schrijvers van het hedendaagse Latijns-Amerika. De ziel van mijn vader klimt
omhoog in de regen zit vol ethische vraagstukken en persoonlijke pijn. El Cultural
On a journey of discovery, Warren and Gerda Rovetch, both "creaky" themselves, explore the hidden places of Great Britain's last
wilderness, the rugged and startling coast of Scotland's North West Highlands. They bring fresh perspectives to the environmental, cultural,
and spiritual dimensions of their experience as their journey moves at an easy pace from village pubs and croft houses to places of
untouched natural beauty and solitude. Celtic history and tradition comes alive as our hosts meander their way along. Part travelogue, part
guidebook, but all charm and wit, this book transports us to another culture where we have much to learn.
This title will be a must for all lighthouse enthusuasts but in addition there is a fascinating story here for anyone with an interest in the history
of engineering and matters of the sea.
Women have a long history of keeping the lights burning, from tending ancient altar flames or bonfires to modern-day lighthouse keeping. Yet
most of their stories are little-known. Guiding Lights includes true stories from around the world, chronicling the lives of the extraordinary
women who mind the world’s storm-battered towers. From Hannah Sutton and her partner Grant, the two caretakers living alone on
Tasmania’s wild Maatsuyker Island, to Karen Zacharuk, the keeper in charge of Cape Beale on Canada’s Vancouver Island, where bears,
cougars and wolves roam, the lives of lighthouse women are not for the faint of heart. Stunning photographs from throughout history
accompany accounts of the dramatic torching of Puysegur Point, one of NZ’s most inhospitable lighthouses; ‘haunted’ lighthouses in across
the US and their tragic tales; lighthouse accidents and emergencies around the world; and two of the world’s most legendary lighthouse
women: Ida Lewis (US) and Grace Darling (UK), who risked their lives to save others. The book also explores our dual perception of
lighthouses: are they comforting and romantic beacons symbolizing hope and trust, or storm-lashed and forbidding towers with echoes of
lonely, mad keepers? Whatever our perception, stories of women’s courage and dedication in minding the lights — then and now — continue
to capture our imagination and inspire.
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More than most writers, Robert Louis Stevenson requires a Literary Life. Fascination with Stevenson's life (the
'Stevenson biography' is almost a minor genre) has tended to eclipse his literary achievement. This study focuses on
Stevenson's writing practice within the different geographical, cultural and political contexts that shaped it, from Scotland
to the South Seas. Following Stevenson's own views on biography, the book is not structured primarily in terms of
chronology, but is more a kind of literary geography than traditional literary history.
This guidebook describes 37 day rides for all abilities, and 22 linking routes for more experienced cycle tourists, allow
riders to visit all the essential sights in over 20 islands of the Hebrides and of the Firth of Clyde. Routes range from those
suitable for short weekend breaks to a challenging 600-mile tour (includes the 200 mile Hebridean Way / NCR 780 along
the length of the Outer Hebrides). Whether you're putting together a fortnight's tour or just enjoying a few day rides from a
single base, this guide is packed with useful information to help you make the most of your trip. The Hebridean islands
offer a wealth of wonderful scenery: the majestic Cuillin mountains on Skye; the otherworldly palm trees on Bute; the
marvellous white shell sands on Tiree and Harris. This guidebook features detailed custom mapping and elevation
profiles for all routes, and comprehensive information of ferry and transport routes, accommodation, food and drink,
supplies, cycle spares and repairs. Island hopping in these islands is a magical experience. The guide visits over 20 of
them and each has its own interesting history and wildlife. Reasonably fit cyclists can enjoy these routes at their own
pace; experienced cycle tourists will eat up the miles.
For centuries the seas around Scotland were notorious for shipwrecks. Mariners' only aids were skill, luck, and single
coal-fire light on the east coast, which was usually extinguished by rain. In 1786 the Northern Lighthouse Trust was
established, with Robert Stevenson appointed as chief engineer a few years later. In this engrossing book, Bella
Bathhurst reveals that the Stevensons not only supervised the construction of the lighthouses under often desperate
conditions but also perfected a design of precisely chiseled interlocking granite blocks that would withstand the enormous
waves that batter these stone pillars. The same Stevensons also developed the lamps and lenses of the lights
themselves, which "sent a gleam across the wave" and prevented countless ships from being lost at sea. While it is the
writing of Robert Louis Stevenson that brought fame to the family name, this memorizing account shows how his
extraordinary ancestors changed the shape of the Scotland coast-against incredible odds and with remarkable technical
ingenuity.
A compact cornucopia of fascinating and hilarious revelations about all things Scottish - from monarchs and malts to
tartans and Taggart. As the proud possessors of a fiercely independent creative heritage, the Scots were a race apart
even before Hadrian built the wall. Scotland has produced an indomitable bunch of fighters, builders, thinkers and
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drinkers, poets, players and pedagogues that have shaped the course of modern history. Scotland: 1,001 Things You
Need To Know is the real McCoy, a comprehensive guide to Caledonia and its remarkable people.
A wealth of facts and history fill this beautifully designed armchair and reference book. This single volume, packed with
full-color and vintage photos, contains everything a lighthouse lover or maritime historian wants to know about lighthouse
history, changing technologies, lighthouse keepers, and the lenses themselves. A detailed index of more than 150
lighthouses around the world offers quick and easy access to basic information—know the height, age, elevation, optic
type and status for every lighthouse! An appendix listing lighthouse groups nationwide makes it easy to see these historic
treasures, visit museums and get involved with preservation. See how the appearance or location of lights has changed
over time. Read about the historical contributions made by Augustin Fresnel, Winslow Lewis and Stephen Pleasanton,
and learn about breakwater lights, caissons, lightships, mercury baths, daymarks and clamshell lenses. The most
complete reference book on lighthouses—which won a Benjamin Franklin book design award in hardcover—is finally
available in paperback. Ray Jones is a leading authority on lighthouses and the author of more than 14 books and
countless magazine articles on American history. He lives in Pebble Beach, California.
This superb, profusely illustrated survey by noted authority recounts the history of seamarks from antiquity to the early
19th century. 261 black-and-white illustrations.
Maps fascinate us. They chart our understanding of the world and they log our progress, but above all they tell our
stories. From the early sketches of philosophers and explorers through to Google Maps and beyond, Simon Garfield
examines how maps both relate and realign our history. With a historical sweep ranging from Ptolemy to Twitter, Garfield
explores the legendary, impassable (and non-existent) mountains of Kong, the role of cartography in combatting cholera,
the 17th-century Dutch craze for Atlases, the Norse discovery of America, how a Venetian monk mapped the world from
his cell and the Muppets' knack of instant map-travel. Along the way are pocket maps of dragons, Mars, murders and
more, with plenty of illustrations and prints to signpost the route. From the bestselling and widely-adored author of Just
My Type, On The Map is a witty and irrepressible examination of where we've been, how we got there and where we're
going.
A group of teenage schoolgirls are on a field trip to the Forest of Dean. Vain, spoilt and interested primarily in sex, alcohol
and outfits, the girls squabble and smoke, skive and bitch, torment their teachers and betray their friends, and the reader
bears witness to the development and disintegration of relationships. So far, so typical. But this world of teenagers is a
hall of mirrors, where the everyday can become monstrous, and nothing is quite what you expect. Soon enough
something dark and sinister begins to move underneath the surface.
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Robert Louis Stevenson's departure from Europe in 1887 coincided with a vocational crisis prompted by his father's death. Impatient with his
established identity as a writer, Stevenson was eager to explore different ways of writing, at the same time that living in the Pacific stimulated
a range of latent intellectual and political interests. Roslyn Jolly examines the crucial period from 1887 to 1894, focusing on the selftransformation wrought in Stevenson's Pacific travel-writing and political texts. Jolly shows how Stevenson's desire to understand unfamiliar
Polynesian and Micronesian cultures, and to record and intervene in the politics of Samoa, gave him opportunities to use his legal education,
pursue his interest in historiography, and experiment with anthropology and journalism. Thus as his geographical and cultural horizons
expanded, Stevenson's professional sphere enlarged as well, stretching the category of authorship in which his successes as a novelist had
placed him. Rather than enhancing his stature as a popular writer, however, Stevenson's experiments with new styles and genres, and the
Pacific subject matter of his later works, were resisted by his readers. Jolly's analysis of contemporary responses to Stevenson's writing,
gleaned from an extensive collection of reviews, many of which are not readily available, provides fascinating insights into the interests,
obsessions, and resistances of Victorian readers. As Stevenson sought to escape the vocational straightjacket that confined him, his readers
just as strenuously expressed their loyalty to outmoded images of Stevenson the author, and their distrust of the new guises in which he
presented himself.
At last - a complete new edition of the poetry of Robert Louis Stevenson.During his lifetime Stevenson published A Child's Garden of Verses
(1885), Penny Whistles, Underwoods (1887) and Ballads (1890). There were also various private press adventures in poetry with his stepson
Lloyd Osbourne, and the posthumous Songs of Travel (1895), and New Poems (1918). This new edition contains these collections and also
some of Stevenson's printed and manuscript poems that have never been published in any collection. The edition also identifies and restores
various poems assembled by Stevenson in his Notebooks, many of which were mutilated by members of The Boston Bibliophile Society.The
editor, Roger Lewis, has carefully studied Stevenson's manuscripts and letters, identifying many variants in individual poems and in orders of
his collections, as well as in the editorial procedures of a succession of RLS's literary associates who claimed to be fulfilling his intentions or
acting on his authority.The ordering of this edition will follow Stevenson's own final arrangement over unauthorised editorial rearrangments or
strict considerations of chronology. Complete and accurate dates of composition and publication of individual poems and of collections are
given wherever possible.Appendices include bibliographical description and location for manuscript and printed sources of all poems in the
edition; 'poems in process' - how Stevenson sketched and revised during composition; notebooks - bibliographical history and significance;
chronology and ordonnance of poetic units. There are also explanatory and textual notes. Scots poems are glossed and annotated using The
Concise Scots Dictionary and web resources of the SNDA.A substantial introduction covers the publishing histories of individual volumes and
literary influences, placing emphasis on Stevenson as a Scottish poet and arguing for his best verse to be considered
On 26 December 1900, the vessel Hesperus arrived at Eilean Mor in the remote Outer Hebrides with relief lighthouse men and fresh
provisions. Staffed by three keepers, the lighthouse had been in operation for a year, but it had been noted that no light had been seen from
Eilean Mor for ten days. Upon arrival, the superintendent, Robert Muirhead, found the lighthouse to be completely deserted, and a
subsequent search of the surrounding island failed to show any sign of what happened to the keepers. The last entry in the lighthouse
logbook had been made on 15 December and contained a number of strange and distressing entries that offered clues as to the mental state
of the men. One was reported to have been crying while another had become ‘very quiet’. And when it was revealed that the men’s oilskin
coats were found to be missing and the clock in the lighthouse had stopped, inevitable theories surrounding the keepers’ fates were soon put
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forward. These included a giant wave washing them away, murder and suicide by the men themselves, and more esoteric explanations as
Eilean Mor was believed to have mystical properties. In The Lighthouse, Keith McCloskey explores this mysterious and chilling story in depth
for the first time and reveals a shocking conclusion.
Op het bureau van een uitgever in Edinburgh belandt een vreemd maar verlokkend manuscript: de memoires van een dominee die al enige
tijd vermist wordt. Het manuscript vertelt het verhaal van Gideon Mack, die tijdens een hardloopronde in het bos een mysterieuze steen
ontdekt. Na een val in een ravijn beweert hij te zijn gered door de duivel. In een onderaardse grot heeft hij vele gesprekken met hem gevoerd.
Nadat de kerkgemeenschap hem heeft verstoten wegens deze godslasterlijke praat, vertrekt Mack zonder iemand in te lichten. Wat is waar,
wat is verzonnen? Wat is goed en wat slecht? Wat geloof je en wat niet? Het testament van Gideon Mack is een speelse, ambitieuze en
betoverende roman, die geen antwoorden levert, maar je uitdaagt je eigen conclusies te formuleren.
In part a sequel to his earlier Death and Fantasy, William Gray’s Fantasy, Art and Life: Essays on George MacDonald, Robert Louis
Stevenson and Other Fantasy Writers examines the ways in which “Life” in its various senses is affirmed, explored and enhanced through
the work of the creative imagination, especially in fantasy literature. The discussion includes a range of fantasy writers, but focuses chiefly on
two writers of the Victorian period, George MacDonald and Robert Louis Stevenson, whose Scottish (and particularly Calvinist) backgrounds
deeply affected their engagement with what MacDonald called “The Fantastic Imagination.”
In the early 1600s, in a haunting tale titled New Atlantis, Sir Francis Bacon imagined the discovery of an uncharted island. This island was
home to the descendants of the lost realm of Atlantis, who had organized themselves to seek “the knowledge of Causes, and secret motions
of things; and the enlarging of the bounds of Human Empire, to the effecting of all things possible.” Bacon’s make-believe island was not an
empire in the usual sense, marked by territorial control; instead, it was the center of a vast general expansion of human knowledge and
power. Rosalind Williams uses Bacon’s island as a jumping-off point to explore the overarching historical event of our time: the rise and
triumph of human empire, the apotheosis of the modern ambition to increase knowledge and power in order to achieve world domination.
Confronting an intensely humanized world was a singular event of consciousness, which Williams explores through the lives and works of
three writers of the late nineteenth century: Jules Verne, William Morris, and Robert Louis Stevenson. As the century drew to a close, these
writers were unhappy with the direction in which their world seemed to be headed and worried that organized humanity would use knowledge
and power for unworthy ends. In response, Williams shows, each engaged in a lifelong quest to make a home in the midst of human empire,
to transcend it, and most of all to understand it. They accomplished this first by taking to the water: in life and in art, the transition from land to
water offered them release from the condition of human domination. At the same time, each writer transformed his world by exploring the
literary boundary between realism and romance. Williams shows how Verne, Morris, and Stevenson experimented with romance and fantasy
and how these traditions allowed them to express their growing awareness of the need for a new relationship between humans and Earth.
The Triumph of Human Empire shows that for these writers and their readers romance was an exceptionally powerful way of grappling with
the political, technical, and environmental situations of modernity. As environmental consciousness rises in our time, along with evidence that
our seeming control over nature is pathological and unpredictable, Williams’s history is one that speaks very much to the present.
In his travel narrative Travels with a Donkey in the Cevennes (1879), Robert Louis Stevenson declares, "I travel not to go anywhere, but to
go. I travel for travel's sake. The great affair is to move. " Taking up the concepts of time, place, and memory, the contributors to this
collection explore in what ways the dynamic view of life suggested by this quotation permeates Stevenson's work. The essays adopt a wide
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variety of critical approaches, including post-colonial theory, post-structuralism, new historicism, art history, and philosophy, making use of
the vast array of literary materials that Stevenson left across a global journey that began in Scotland in 1850 and ended in Samoa in 1894.
These range from travel journals, letters, and classic literary staples such as Treasure Island and The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde, to rarely read masterpieces such as The Master of Ballantrae or The Ebb-Tide. While much recent scholarship on Stevenson
foregrounds geography, the present volume also examines the theme of movement across memory, time, and generic boundaries. Taken
together, the essays offer a view of Stevenson that demonstrates how the protean nature of his literary output reflects the radical
developments in science, technology, and culture that characterized the age in which he lived.
In the 19th century, the Stevenson engineers pioneered marvellous lighthouses around the coasts of Scotland - lighthouses which inspire
with their architectural elegance, and speak of compassion for sailors and fishermen risking their lives in these notoriously dangerous waters.
But what was it actually like to be a Scottish lighthouse engineer, and how did the professional activities interact with social and economic
conditions in Scotland at the time? How did the Northern Lighthouse Board's Engineer (almost invariably a Stevenson) cope with weeks
aboard a small lighthouse vessel, travelling around the rugged Scottish coastline on dangerous tours of inspection and interacting with local
people in some of the remotest regions of Europe?The author reveals the fascinating story of the Stevensons as family members as well as
engineers - brilliant yet fallible, tough yet vulnerable, with private lives that are little known, even to lighthouse enthusiasts. It sets their work in
a historical and social context, drawing heavily on eye-witness accounts by two of Scotland's most celebrated literary sons: Walter Scott,
internationally famous poet and member of the Edinburgh establishment; and Robert Louis Stevenson, young family member and
disenchanted engineering apprentice desperate to become an author. The reader is taken to the Orkney and Shetland Islands with
descriptions of the chain of Stevenson lighthouses that illuminate a vital shipping route between the North Sea, Baltic, and North Atlantic.
Finally we travel to Muckle Flugga, the northernmost outpost of the British Isles and last link in the chain, a vicious rock on which David and
Thomas Stevenson dared to build their 'impossible lighthouse'.

Although Robert Louis Stevenson was a late Victorian, his work--especially Treasure Island and The Strange Case of Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde--still circulates energetically and internationally among popular and academic audiences and among
young and old. Admired by Henry James, Vladimir Nabokov, and Jorge Luis Borges, Stevenson’s fiction crosses the
boundaries of genre and challenges narrow definitions of the modern and the postmodern. Part 1 of this volume,
"Materials," provides an introduction to the writer's life, a survey of the criticism of his work, and a variety of resources for
the instructor. In part 2, "Approaches," thirty essays address such topics as Stevenson's dialogue with James about
literature; his verse for children; his Scottish heritage; his wanderlust; his work as gothic fiction, as science fiction, as
detective fiction; his critique of imperialism in the South Seas; his usefulness in the creative writing classroom; and how
he encourages expansive thinking across texts, times, places, and lives.
Een vuurtoren staat voor geborgenheid, verlichting en veiligheid, maar het leven is er ook geïsoleerd en onderhevig aan
de grillen van het water. Dé plek om een familiegeheim jarenlang verborgen te houden. Elizabeth is blind en zit al jaren
alleen in een verzorgingstehuis. Het enige wat ze nog heeft
zijn muziek en herinneringen, vooral aan haar geliefde
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tweelingzus Emily. Totdat per toeval de dagboeken van haar vader, de vuurtorenwachter van Porphyry Island (Lake
Superior), worden ontdekt. Morgan, een opstandige tiener - zwartgeverfde haren, veel kohlpotlood - moet een taakstraf
uitvoeren. In het bejaardentehuis, de saaiste plek die er is. Tegen alle verwachtingen in worden Elizabeth en zij vrienden.
Pagina na pagina worden de vrouwen dieper het dagboek - en de geschiedenis - in gezogen en komen ze dichter tot
elkaar. Hun beider lot blijkt verbonden aan het mystieke vuurtoreneiland.
"What Moby-Dick is to whales, Brilliant Beacons is to lighthouses—a transformative account of a familiar yet mystical
subject." —Laurence Bergreen, author of Columbus: The Four Voyages In this "magnificent compendium" (New Republic),
best-selling author Eric Jay Dolin presents the definitive history of American lighthouses, and in so doing "illuminate[s] the
history of America itself" (Entertainment Weekly). Treating readers to a memorable cast of characters and "fascinating
anecdotes" (New York Review of Books), Dolin shows how the story of the nation, from a regional backwater colony to
global industrial power, can be illustrated through its lighthouses—from New England to the Gulf of Mexico, the Great
Lakes, the Pacific Coast, and all the way to Alaska and Hawaii. A Captain and Classic Boat Best Nautical Book of 2016
This guidebook presents a selection of 23 walking routes on the wild and beautiful southern islands of Scotland's Inner
Hebrides, with nine walks on Jura, one on neighbouring Scarba, seven on Islay and five on Colonsay, plus a spectacular
5-day trek along Jura's dramatic west coast. The wildest of the southern Hebrides, the walking on Jura is frequently
rugged, with many routes crossing remote and often pathless terrain that calls for fitness, self-reliance and navigational
competence. The routes on the other islands are somewhat easier, but should still not be underestimated. In addition to
clear route description illustrated with 1:50,000 OS mapping, the guide offers practical advice on the various options for
getting to the islands, accommodation and amenities. There are suggestions for linking walks and notes on the islands'
bothies and wild-camping recommendations, making it easy to devise longer day walks or multi-day itineraries. Also
included are fascinating overviews of the islands' rich history, geology, plants and wildlife. Beautiful colour photography
completes the package. The routes showcase the islands' magnificent scenery, which is as diverse as it is beautiful,
ranging from wild moorland to flower-strewn machair and small pockets of native woodland. The coastline is arguably the
jewel in the crown, with geological wonders aplenty: sea-cliffs, caves, stacks and arches, sand and shingle bays and the
characteristic Hebridean raised beaches. Abundant wildlife and birdlife is a further highlight. These carefully chosen
walks will inspire you to get out and discover the magic of these captivating islands.
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