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Sabre Squadron
Explosive SAS action in East Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan. The command came: 'Stop
those vehicles!' It was like a red rag to a bull. Instantly streams of 7.62 mm tracer and
50 mm calibre machine gun rounds arced across the night sky and smashed into the
bus and truck. Elite SAS Patrol Commander Stuart 'Nev' Bonner takes us inside the
extraordinary and dangerous world of secret combat operations in this explosive,
behind-the-scenes look at life inside the SAS. A world where capture means torture or
death, and every move is trained for with precision detail to bring elite soldiers to the
very peak of fighting ability. In a career spanning twenty years, fourteen of them in the
SAS, Bonner shares with us the inside story of being out in front – and often behind
enemy lines. From patrolling the mountains of East Timor to covert operations in
Bougainville and the Solomon Islands, from sweeping into the Iraqi desert ahead of
invading US forces to cripple Saddam Hussein's communications to patrolling in wartorn Baghdad and being in the middle of the disastrous Operation Anaconda in
Afghanistan – this is a no holds barred account of what it like to live, eat and breathe
SAS.
* AVAILABLE FOR PRE-ORDER NOW * With the outbreak of Gulf War hostilities a unit
from 22 SAS slipped quietly over the border and into the enemy's backyard. It would be
six weeks before any of the patrol again reached safety. Sabre Squadron recounts in
graphic detail their scud-busting operations deep inside Iraq. They were operating
alone and out of reach of reinforcements, with the threat of detection and its fatal
consequences ever present. Yet their determination to wreak havoc behind enemy lines
remained undimmed, culminating in an attack that decisively reconfirmed the regiment's
awesome reputation. Cameron Spence, a senior NCO on the operation, takes you as
close to the fighting SAS as you are ever likely to get, conveying the relentless tension,
black humour and camaraderie punctuated by explosive, nerve-shredding action that
characterized the mission. This is the true story of an SAS operation of breathtaking
audacity and flair, carried out under unimaginable pressure, in the face of impossible
odds. 'A brilliantly authentic account of war with an SAS patrol, it's a fantastic read' ANDY MCNAB, bestselling author of Bravo Two Zero 'Tense and at times terrifying... a
well told action story' - SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 'A terrific read' - THE TIMES 'Blood,
guts and military macho - as authentic as anything you are likely to read' - MAIL ON
SUNDAY
In this encyclopedic book, Lewis provides insights into the origins, training, tactics,
weapons and achievements of special forces and special mission units throughout the
world, focusing particularly on US and UK forces. He also looks at the codes that that
bind the members of these elite units together. He reveals training secrets in everything
from wilderness survival to hand-to-hand combat. In doing so, he draws extensively on
biographies, autobiographies, training manuals, interviews and press coverage of key
operations. The elite forces covered include: The British Army’s Special Air Service
(SAS), established in 1950, which has served as a model for the special forces of many
countries. Its counter-terrorist wing famously took part in the hostage rescue during the
siege of the Iranian Embassy in London in 1980. The Parachute Regiment, the airborne
infantry element of 16 Air Assault Brigade, which spearheads the British Army’s rapid
intervention capability. It is closely linked to United Kingdom Special Forces. The US
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Navy’s SEALS (Sea, Air, Land Teams), trained to conduct special operations in any
environment, but uniquely specialised and equipped to operate from and in the sea.
Together with speedboat-operating Naval Special Warfare Combatant-Craft Crewmen,
they form the operational arm of the Naval Special Warfare community, the Navy
component of the US Special Operations Command. Their special operations include:
neutralizing enemy forces; reconnaissance; counter-terrorism (famously in the killing of
Osama bin Laden); and training allies. The US Army’s Delta Force: The Special
Mission Unit, 1st Special Forces Operational Detachment-Delta (1st SFOD-D), known
simply as Delta Force, the Army component of Joint Special Operations Command. Its
role is counter-terrorism, direct action and national intervention operations, though it
has the capability to conduct many different kinds of clandestine missions, including
hostage rescues and raids. The US Army Rangers, a light infantry combat formation
under the US Army Special Operation Command. The Green Berets – motto: ‘to free
the oppressed’ – trained in languages, culture, diplomacy, psychological warfare and
disinformation. Russia’s Spetsnaz, whose crack anti-terrorist commandos ended the
Moscow theatre siege, and who have a reputation for being among the world’s
toughest and most ruthless soldiers. Spetsnaz units saw extensive action in
Afghanistan and Chechnya, often operating far behind enemy lines. Israeli Special
Forces, especially Shayetet 13 (Flotilla 13), whose motto, in common with the rest of
the Israeli military, is ‘Never again’, a reference to the Holocaust. They are particularly
adept at the specifically Israeli martial art Krav Maga, which they dub ‘Jew-jitsu’.
Using rare and previously unpublished images from around the world, The Elite: The AZ of Modern Special Operations Forces is the ultimate guide to the secretive world of
modern special operations forces. It sends the reader back in time to operations such
as Eagle Claw in Iran and the recapture of the Iranian Embassy in London and then
forward to recent operations against al-Shabaab and Islamic State. Entries also detail
units ranging from the New Zealand SAS Group to the Polish GROM, and key
individuals from Iraq counter-terrorism strategist General Stanley McChrystal to Victoria
Cross recipient SASR Corporal Mark Donaldson. Answering questions such as how
much the latest four-tube night vision goggles worn by the SEALs in Zero Dark Thirty
cost, which pistol is most widely employed by special operators around the world and
why, and if SOF still use HALO jumps, this book is the definitive single-source guide to
the world's elite special forces.
No publicity, no media. We move in silently, do our job, and melt away into the
background. If you have the stamina, the willpower and the guts, we'll welcome you
with open arms and you one of us. And if you haven't, then it's been very nice knowing
you. Eighteen years in the SAS saw Pete Winner, codenamed Soldier 'I', survive the
savage battle of Mirbat, parachute into the icy depths of the South Atlantic at the height
of the Falklands War, and storm the Iranian Embassy during the most famous hostage
crisis in the modern world. For the first time Pete also details his close-protection work
around the world, from the lawless streets of Moscow to escorting aid convoys into wartorn Bosnia. He also unveils the problems of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder faced by
many Special Forces veterans, and how he battled his own demons to continue his
roller-coaster career. This is his story, written with a breathtaking take-no-prisoners
attitude that brings each death-defying episode vividly to life.
Lon O. Nordeen has completely updated his 1985 chronicle of military aviation’s
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evolving role in warfare, now covering the major conflicts of the past four decades. He
presents the historical and political background of each conflict and includes in-depth
discussions of the aircraft, weapons, tactics, training, new systems, and other factors
that influenced the outcome of each war. New and existing chapters have been
enhanced with information based on recently declassified material—especially regarding
Vietnam—and new sources in Egypt, Israel, and the former Soviet Union. As “smart”
bombs have become more successful in reducing the risks for pilots and frontline
troops, air-missile warfare has become the central player in military conflicts. Air
Warfare in the Missile Age, Second Edition, is a valuable resource for understanding
the evolution of modern air warfare.
A new threat to global security rears its head. Still recovering from his near-fatal
wounds suffered at the Yellow Creek Nuclear Plant, Delta Force Commander Kolt
Raynor is thrust into a new battle with some of the toughest killers he's ever faced - US
Navy SEALs. Government austerity measures have the Joint Chiefs of Staff
contemplating the unthinkable - combining Delta Force and the SEALs into a single unit
or eliminating one entirely. Kolt's career is in jeopardy, and, worst of all, the final say
rests in the hands of men who have reasons to want to see Kolt gone. Meanwhile, half
a world away, a spy deep in the secretive North Korean regime sends a desperate call
for help. The Communist country is growing increasingly unstable, and no amount of
sanctions are going to stop it. Violently applied force is needed - and needed now
before it's too late... The pulse pounding fourth instalment in the Delta Force series,
perfect for fans of James Phelan, Kyle Mills and Vince Flynn.
Fighting in a somewhat forgotten corner of Empire during the Second World War, the British
and Indian armoured regiments called upon to harness the power of tank warfare to extreme
new levels did so in an effort to outwit an army until that point considered invincible - the
Imperial Japanese Army. Their collective efforts were heroic and massively effective, giving the
Japanese a taste of mechanised warfare from which they never recovered. Bryan Perrett
describes the full course of the armoured units' efforts, illustrating the importance of the mighty
7th Armoured Brigade; a 'magnificent formation' in General Slim's estimation. In a conflict that
saw much development in the field of tank design and production, Perrett illustrates the
practical repercussions of such advances in this most extreme of wartime environments.
Detailed research has produced hard evidence of the Japanese use of gas against British
tanks, and countless instances of Japan's human-bomb anti-tank technique. Above all, this
book shows to what extent the tank can prove a decisive weapon in the unlikeliest areas.
The Korean War (1950-1953) was the first - and only - full-scale air war in the jet age. It was in
the skies of North Korea where Soviet and American pilots came together in fierce aerial
clashes. The best pilots of the opposing systems, the most powerful air forces, and the most
up-to-date aircraft in the world in this period of history came together in pitched air battles. The
analysis of the air war showed that the powerful United States Air Force and its allies were
unable to achieve complete superiority in the air and were unable to fulfill all the tasks they'd
been given. Soviet pilots and Soviet jet fighters, which were in no way inferior to their
opponents and in certain respects were even superior to them, was the reason for this. The
combat experience and new tactical aerial combat tactics, which were tested for the first time
in the skies of Korea, have been eagerly studied and applied by modern air forces around the
world today. This book fully discusses the Soviet participation in the Korean War and presents
a view of this war from the opposite side, which is still not well known in the West from the
multitude of publications by Western historians. The reason for this, of course, is the fact that
Soviet records pertaining to the Korean War were for a long time highly classified, since Soviet
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air units were fighting in the skies of North Korea "incognito", so to speak or even more so to
write about this was strictly forbidden in the Soviet Union right up to its ultimate collapse. The
given work is in essence the first major work in the post-Soviet era. First published in a small
edition in Russian in 1998, it was republished in Russia in 2007. For the first time, the Western
reader can become acquainted with the most detailed and informative work existing on the
course of the air war from the Soviet side, now in English language. The work rests primarily
on the recollections of veterans of this war on the so-called 'Red' side - Soviet fighter pilots,
who took direct part in this war on the side of North Korea. Their stories have been
supplemented with an enormous amount of archival documents, as well as the work of
Western historians. The author presents a literal day-by-day chronicle of the aerial combats
and combat work of Soviet fighter regiments in the period between 1950 and 1953, and
dedicates this work to all the men on both sides who fought and died in the Korean air war.
This history of the Life Guards traces the regiment's story right to the end of its existence and
its amalgamation with the Blues and Royals.
The Indian Air Force which was initially created as an independent military force proved to be
an independent and versatile component of India’s military power in 1971 War. This book
provides insightful essays and material to critically review and revalidate some of the
continuing concepts and approaches to the planning and execution of military operations. This
edited version delves into the national interest protection and legitimate compulsions for India
to go into war. The compilation also lays out the canvass for a comparison study with the one
in 1965. The analyses on military strategy of Pakistan and avenues of shortcoming in joint
planning bring out important lessons in force employment. The aggressive dimensions of
offensive actions by all the three Services have been well documented. The 1971 War proved
the heroism, steadfastness and courage of junior leadership that, incidentally, has also been
the hallmark during Kargil in 1999. Despite frequent criticisms on jointness, instances of
combined resoluteness and mutual trust during 1971 War contributed immensely to the victory.
Valuable lessons can be inferred from instances where objectivity in political decisions brought
about judicious outcomes through demonstrable use of military power. The book also provides
a few analytical horizons on the background framework of Simla Agreement and certain events
in the past that could have developed a different template for history. Air power may be difficult
to understand but an evaluation of the purpose, cost and expected gains as evident from
various instances of history including 1971 War would bring an end to many irreconcilable and
inchoate debates. This book makes for a compelling read for those in quest of understanding
the competence of air power and its dominant influences to shape victory.
David Glantz examines the Soviet study of war, the re-emergence of the operation level and its
connection with deep battle, the evolution of the Soviet theory of operations in depth before
1941, and its refinement and application in the European theatre and the Far East between
1941 and 1945.
Specializing in covert reconnaissance, counter-terrorism and hostage rescue, the SAS is one
of the world's most famous, feared and respected elite fighting forces. This book tells the full,
fascinating story of the regiment, from formation in the sand dunes of Africa during World War
II to present action in the Middle East, and incorporates jungle, desert and urban warfare,
counter-terrorism and an insider's view at the selection and training methods employed by this
usually secretive unit. As well as an insightful foreword by Andy McNab – one of the most
famous members of the SAS – this revised, updated edition includes completely new chapters,
features and information, including Key Missions in WWII, The Battle of Mirbat, Iranian
Embassy Siege, Kenyan Hotel Rescue and Victoria Cross Awards.
The classic reference work that provides annually updated information on the countries of the
world.

This reference work provides information on all known military operations carried
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out under United Nations command as part of the Korean War. Entries are
arranged alphabetically by operation name and are divided into five sections:
primarily ground operat
Using a case study approach, Kay explores Canada's response to key issues
such as the recognition of the new state of Israel, the status of Jerusalem, the
Palestinian refugee problem, arms sales to Israel, particularly the sale of F-86s in
1956, and the Suez war. He also provides a thorough account of domestic
politics in Canada that influenced foreign policy and the effectiveness of proIsraeli lobby groups in influencing policy decisions. Kay concludes that although
Canada was a major middle power in terms of its policy towards Israel, the
government tended to defer to the policy positions of greater powers, such as the
United States and Britain, but maintained an independent mediatory role that was
instrumental in quelling a prospective global conflagration, as witnessed during
the Sinai-Suez crisis and its aftermath. The Diplomacy of Prudence brings new
insights to the study of Canadian foreign policy during Canada's coming of age
as an international force.
A compelling account of Australia's intelligence organisations and special forces from the early days of the commandos during World War II through to the SAS of
today and the cyber wars of the future. From the co-author of SAS Sniper.
Warrior Elite is a unique and compelling account of Australia's special forces and
intelligence operations - ranging from the early special forces of World War II to
the establishment and development of the SAS and Commando Regiments as
the elite fighters of today, and from the Australian Security Intelligence Service to
the Australian Signals Directorate and ASIO. It is an authoritative, gripping and
thoroughly up-to-date account of both the history and current state of our special
forces and intelligence bodies - and gives a unique glimpse into the warfare of
the future. Our future. Robert Macklin has conducted dozens of exclusive
interviews and uncovered incredible, daring and sometimes heartbreaking stories
of the elite troops that guard our nation and engage in secret operations around
the world. He has had significant cooperation from numerous sources within the
special forces and the various intelligence agencies. Both thoroughly researched
and colourfully written, Warrior Elite will attract the reader of action memoirs as
well as those interested in broader military history and espionage.
The Laundry Files’ “fast-paced blend of espionage thrills, mundane office
comedy and Lovecraftian horror” (SFX) continues as Hugo Award-winning author
Charles Stross assigns a day trader to a permanent position on the night shift...
After stumbling upon the algorithm that turned him and his fellow merchant
bankers into vampires, Alex Schwartz was drafted by the Laundry, Britain’s
secret counter-occult agency that’s humanity’s first line of defense against the
forces of darkness. Dependent on his new employers for his continued
existence—as Alex has no stomach for predatory blood-sucking—he has little
choice but to accept his new role as an operative-in-training. For his first
assignment, Alex is dispatched to Leeds to help assess the costs of renovating a
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1950s Cold War bunker for use as the Laundry’s new headquarters.
Unfortunately, Leeds is Alex’s hometown, and the thought of breaking the news
to his parents that he’s left banking for the Civil Service, while hiding his undead
condition, is causing him more anxiety than learning how to live as a vampire
secret agent preparing to confront multiple apocalypses. Alex’s only saving
grace is Cassie Brewer, a drama student appearing in the local goth festival who
is inexplicably attracted to him despite his awkward personality and massive
amounts of sunblock. But Cassie has secrets of her own—secrets that make
Alex’s nightlife behaviors seem positively normal...
The fourth in the First Born of Egypt series has Lord Canteloupe wanting a
satisfactory heir so that his dynasty may continue. Unfortunately, Lord
Canteloupe is impotent and his existing heir is not of sound mind. His wife
Theodosia is prepared to do her duty, but finding the right partner and the
occasion proves somewhat tricky, however.
In 1984 the first edition of the British Army Guide was published and in
September 2015 the 13th edition will be on sale. This invaluable information
resource which deals with all aspects of British Army organisation, recruitment
and training has been extremely popular with service personnel, the defence
industry, military libraries and other groups who are interested in the British Army
worldwide. Copies can be seen on desks throughout the UK Ministry of Defence
and it would be fair to say that almost every foreign defence attache in London
has a copy in his briefcase.Chapters include a Defence Overview; Army
Organisation; International Commitments; Armour, Infantry, Artillery, Army
Aviation, Engineers, Communications and Combat Service Support; Units of the
Army; Recruiting and Training; Reserve Forces plus a final Miscellaneous
Chapter which deals with a number of items essential to understanding How the
British Army functions on a daily basis. Lavishly illustrated throughout there is no
comparable publication available on the market.
In less than two decades, Canadian Special Operations Forces (CANSOF) grew
from a 100-man hostage-rescue unit to a 2,500-person Command capable of
prosecuting missions across the special operations spectrum. The seminal event
causing this transformation is examined within this monograph. The common
narrative explaining the rise of Canadian Special Operations Forces Command
(CANSOFCOM) states that 9/11 is the seminal event. Herein, a new narrative is
proposed. One that posits the 2001-02 deployment of a 40-man CANSOF Task
Force to Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) is the seminal event. This Task
Force’s disproportionately positive impact on the Canadian national scene
caused key national actors to take note of the strategic utility of special
operations forces. Twenty-four interviews with defence and security subject
matter experts from the political, federal public service, military and academic
domains, as well as two leading Canadian national journalists provide unique
insights into CANSOF’s ascendancy. Analyzing published defence policy since
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terrorism task force prove two key points. First, defence policy is extant,
consistently expressing the requirement for an irregular capability for the conduct
of operations in asymmetrical environments. Therefore, 9/11 did not change
Government of Canada (GoC) expectations per se. Second, the one-year
CANSOF OEF commitment produces a highly positive national strategic effect for
the GoC. As a result, in less than a decade CANSOF transitions from a single,
domestically focused, national counter-terrorism task force to where today
CANSOFCOM is employed as a distinct element of national military power. This
transformation from a single strategic resource to a strategically relevant, ‘hard
power’ option currently provides the GoC with greater strategic choice when she
looks to deploy military forces alongside her allies.
The Cold War, with its air of mutual fear and distrust and the shadowy world of spies and
secret agents, gave publishers the chance to produce countless stories of espionage,
treachery and deception. What Nigel West has discovered is that the most egregious
deceptions were in fact the stories themselves. In this remarkable investigation into the claims
of many who portrayed themselves as key players in clandestine operations, the author has
exposed a catalogue of misrepresentations and falsehoods. Did Greville Wynne really exfiltrate
a GRU defector from Odessa? Was the frogman Buster Crabb abducted during a mission in
Portsmouth Harbour? Did the KGB run a close-guarded training facility, as described by J.
Bernard Hutton in School for Spies, which was modelled on a typical town in the American midwest, so agents could be acclimatised to a non-Soviet environment? With the help of witnesses
with first-hand experience, and recently declassified documents, Nigel West answers these
and other fascinating questions from a time when secrecy and suspicion allowed the truth to be
concealed.
A stunning, apocalyptic standalone sequel to The Stranger. 'There's a healthy crop of younger
spy writers just now, and Simon Conway is among the pick of the bunch. His military
background renders the action scenes bloodily and the novel's apocalyptic scenario all too
plausibly . . . Fire in the hole' - The Times 'This'll keep readers up all night. It's a hugely
entertaining read, featuring the nastiest, most charismatic villain of recent years, and barely
pauses for breath throughout' - Mick Herron, author of Slough House 'A superb writer, with
great imagination, inventiveness and the ability to portray events with simplicity and urgency' Michael Jecks, author of Act of Vengeance 'Conway has created, with Jude Lyon, a very
modern hero, and one who will run for many more stories, I hope. Basically, if you are going to
read any thriller this year, make it this one' - Shots Magazine 'The most brilliant spy thriller' Charlotte Philby, author of A Double Life The terrorist Guy Fowle has escaped from prison.
Jude Lyon of MI-6 has been saved from a Syrian ambush by his lover - and enemy? - Julia
Ermolaeva. A mysterious Russian has been murdered in London and his thumb cut off. The
Chancellor of the Exchequer has made an unfortunate social connection at a party, which he
hopes he can keep secret. And suddenly, the world is literally going up in flames. Jude needs
to start putting together the pieces of this jigsaw and quickly, because someone is putting into
play a terrifying Russian plan to disable and destroy the UK. Once it has begun, it is designed
to be impossible to stop. Bad enough if that someone is the Russian government. Worse if it is
the psychopathic genius Fowle, otherwise known as The Stranger. Packed with stunning
action, political intrigue, authentic tradecraft, emotion, shocks and nail-biting suspense, The
Saboteur takes the spy thriller to new heights.
This is the true and compelling story of the sensationally successful joint US and UK campaign
to liberate Iraq from the oppressive regime of Saddam Hussein from its conception to dramatic
conclusion. The author describes the meticulous planning, and looks into the logistical and
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political problems. He also delves into those curses of modern warfare, friendly fire incidents
and collateral damage
The Essential Guide to Airsoft Gear provides the perfect introduction to assembling some of
the most sought-after gear you need to look the part on the skirmish field. Featuring iconic
loadouts from units such as 22 SAS at the time of Bravo Two Zero, US Army Rangers and
Delta at the Battle of Mogadishu, through to the modern-day Russian Special Forces of the
Alpha Group, it covers in detail how to recreate the uniforms and equipment worn by each
troop type and explains how to source the different elements from Airsoft kit retailers.
Produced in conjunction with Airsoft International, the world's best-selling Airsoft magazine,
this is the definitive guide to some of the most popular and distinctive loadouts ever seen on
the skirmish fields of the Airsoft world.
Sabre SquadronPenguin UK
On 18 June 1815, the Royal Scots Greys charged Napoleon's infantry columns, capturing the
eagle of the French 45th Infantry. Napoleon is said to have commented of the regiment, 'Ah,
ces terribles chevaux gris (those terrible grey horses)'. Today that eagle is the regimental
badge of the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, Scotland's senior regiment and her only regular
cavalry. The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards and their antecedents have been involved in every
major British campaign since the 17th century. Here Stephen Wood tells the story of glorious
cavalry charges and terrifying tank battles, from the Western Front to the liberation of Basra.
Stunning paintings bring the narrative to life while contemporary photography depicts both the
horror and the compassion of modern warfare as witnessed by the officers and troopers of this
unique regiment.
During a dark period of U.S. military history in the late 1960s, North Korean forces captured an
American naval vessel and shot down an unarmed reconnaissance aircraft, taking the lives of
thirty-one U.S. sailors and Marines and striking a damaging blow to American honor. This look
back to that earlier time of crisis provides serious food for thought as contemporary strategists
again grapple with a North Korean regime that threatens regional security and U.S. national
interests. The capture of USS Pueblo has been written about extensively but rarely in context
with the shoot down four months later of an EC-121 aircraft and never with so much relevant
documentation Richard Mobley, a veteran naval intelligence officer who served on the staff of
U.S. forces in Korea during the late 1990s--confronting many of the same challenges faced in
the 1960s and today--has uncovered a vast array of recently declassified documents that shed
new light on these events and address lingering questions about U.S. reactions and its failure
to retaliate. The formerly top secret answers to these and many other frequently asked
questions are all covered in Mobley's groundbreaking investigation. His careful examination of
the resource strains caused by concurrent U.S. involvement in Vietnam the unexecuted
retaliatory plans, and lessons learned confirms many criticisms long leveled at U.S. planners
and decision-makers. It also challenges other criticisms by revealing new information and by
placing these facts in the context of the time. The author couples the wisdom of hindsight with
the revelation of new information for a timely new work on a subject of ongoing and vital
importance.

'Drawing on the stories of the soldiers who were there, this dramatic history of the
SAS is full of bravado. Forged to fight guerrillas in the sweltering jungles of
Malaya... Ryan writes with the authority of a man familiar with every nuance of
the regiment's tactics, training, weapons and equipment.' - Sunday Times Culture
Tasked with storming mountain strongholds in the desert. Trained to hunt down
the world's most wanted terrorists. This is the extraordinary story of 22 SAS. The
history of the modern SAS is one of the great successes of post-war Britain.
Since it was revived in 1950 to combat Communist insurgents, the Regiment has
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gone from strength to strength, fighting covert wars in Oman, Borneo, Northern
Ireland, the Falklands, the Persian Gulf and beyond. In the process, it has
become one of the most indispensable, and at times controversial, units in the
British army Today, the SAS is regarded as the world's leading Special Forces
unit, renowned for its demanding Selection course and its relentless ability to
adapt to the changing nature of warfare. More than anything else, however, it is
the determination and ingenuity of the SAS soldiers that has made the Regiment
what it is today. Drawing on his extensive network of contacts and his own
experiences, Chris Ryan tells the story of the men on the ground. From the
earliest patrols in the Malayan jungle, through to the storming of the Iranian
Embassy, the daring raids behind enemy lines in the Gulf War, and up-to-minute
missions to capture or kill notorious terrorists - this is the gripping, no-holdsbarred account of Regiment operations. Above all, it is a story of elite soldiers
fighting, and triumphing, against seemingly impossible odds.
From his childhood growing up in Depression-era rural Manitoba to his rise
through the ranks to become a colonel in the Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF),
Col Gordon Brennand’s memoir, Farm Boy to Flyboy, is as much a history of the
RCAF in the twentieth century as it is an account of his own life. Born a bit too
late to participate in WWII, Gordon was inspired by Canada’s involvement in the
Korean War to pursue a life in the military. After a failed start in the Navy, he
enlisted with the Air Force with faint hopes of perhaps becoming a fighter pilot.
Not only did he succeed, he logged four thousand hours on various jet aircraft
types including over 1100 hours on the F-86 Sabre, which was the state-of-theart fighter jet throughout most his thirty-four-year career, not to mention hundreds
of hours on various other types of aircraft. He experienced several close calls
during that time, including one incident when he had to eject and another when
he had to force land due to engine failure. He went on to command two bases
and has spent time living in most Canadian provinces as well as Germany, where
he served for three years during the Cold War. Fascinating and insightful, this
book will appeal to those who are fascinated by the military and flying as well as
those who are simply seeking a first-person account of what life was really like for
the men and women who served in the RCAF throughout one of the most pivotal
periods of twentieth-century history.
The first book about SEAL Team Six and Bin Laden America's most secret
Special Forces unit does not even have a name. Formed as the 'Intelligence
Support Activity', it has had a succession of innocuous titles to hide its ferocious
purpose. It exists to 'undertake activities only when other intelligence or
operational support elements are unavailable or inappropriate'. Translated from
Pentagon-speak, this means operating undercover in the world's most dangerous
places, penetrating enemy organizations including Al Qa'eda, Hamas and Islamic
Jihad. 'The Activity' combines the spy work of the CIA with the commando/SAS
role of the Green Berets. It not only provides the intelligence on the ground - it
translates it into 'direct action'. This is the unit that located Saddam Hussein, and
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recently led the intelligence operation that found and killed Osama Bin Laden.
This is the untold story behind the world's most secret Special Operations
organisation.
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