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Qualitative Comparative Analysis Qca As An Approach
This new addition to the Applied Social Research Methods series is unrivalled, it is written by leaders in the growing field of rigorous,
comparative techniques.
Some 20 years after the emergence of configurational theory as a key perspective in organization studies in the 1990s, this approach has yet
to deliver on its promise. While we know that configurations the relative arrangement of parts and elements - matters, empirical research on
configurations is just beginning to deliver on its promise.
In this comparative study of young people's educational careers in England and Germany, individual factors, social class, school and country
characteristics are shown jointly to shape these careers through mutually reinforcing processes. Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) is
combined with interview analysis to explore generative mechanisms.
In the first volume of its kind, a collection of top policy scholars combine empirical and methodological analysis in the field of comparative
policy studies to provide compelling insights into the formulation, implementation and evaluation of policies across regional and national
boundaries.
Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject Business economics - General, grade: Sehr Gut, Vienna University of Economics and
Business (Europainstitut), course: Qualitative Methoden, language: English, abstract: Traditionally most social researchers either employ
purely qualitative or quantitative methods, even though a mixed method strategy may promise better results. The present paper introduces
Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) as a mixed method alternative for data analysis. It may be of particular value when dealing with
small-n case studies, which typically do not permit profound statistical testing. QCA enables researchers to filter those variables or
combinations of variables that empirically result in (and possibly explain) a certain outcome. As such, the method can also be used to analyze
the impact of social networks on companies' innovation performance and promises valuable new insights in the field.
A comprehensive introduction and teaching resource for state-of-the-art Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) using R software. This guide
facilitates the efficient teaching, independent learning, and use of QCA with the best available software, reducing the time and effort required
when encountering not just the logic of a new method, but also new software. With its applied and practical focus, the book offers a genuinely
simple and intuitive resource for implementing the most complete protocol of QCA. To make the lives of students, teachers, researchers, and
practitioners as easy as possible, the book includes learning goals, core points, empirical examples, and tips for good practices. The freely
available online material provides a rich body of additional resources to aid users in their learning process. Beyond performing core analyses
with the R package QCA, the book also facilitates a close integration with the R package SetMethods allowing for a host of additional
protocols for building a more solid and well-rounded QCA.

Studying Complex Interactions and Outcomes Through Qualitative Comparative Analysis: A Practical Guide to
Comparative Case Studies and Ethnographic Data Analysis offers practical, methodological, and theoretically robust
guidelines to systematically study the causalities, dynamics, and outcomes of complex social interactions in multiple
source data sets. It demonstrates how to convert data from multisited ethnography of investment politics, mobilizations,
and citizen struggles into a Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA). In this book, Markus Kröger focuses on how data
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collected primarily via multisited political ethnography, supplemented by other materials and verified by multiple forms of
triangulation, can be systematically analyzed through QCA. The results of this QCA offer insight on how to study the
political and economic outcomes in natural resource conflicts, across different contexts and political systems. This book
applies the method in practice using examples from the author’s own research. With a focus on social movement
studies, it shows how QCA can be used to analyze a multiple data source database, that includes results from multiple
case studies. This book is a practical guide for researchers and students in social movement studies and other
disciplines that produce ethnographic data from multiple sources on how to analyze complex databases through the
QCA.
Qualitative comparative analysis (QCA), quality of QCA, evaluation of QCA applications, parameters of fit in QCA,
consistency & coverage. - Qualität von QCA, Evaluation von QCA-Anwendungen, Gütemaße in QCA, Konsistenz &
Abdeckung
Conflict and Peace in Central Eurasia explains ethnoterritorial conflicts not only by focussing on these conflicts but also
by comparing all cases of conflict and coexistence with each other. Aiming at formulating new theories, this study makes
use of qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) as well as case studies and statistical analyses.
A 'user's guide' to Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) and the methodological family of set-theoretic methods in
social science.
Qualitative Comparative Analysis in Mixed Methods Research and Evaluation provides a user-friendly introduction for
using Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) as part of a mixed methods approach to research and evaluation. Offering
practical, in-depth, and applied guidance for this unique analytic technique that is not provided in any current mixed
methods textbook, the chapters of this guide skillfully build upon one another to walk researchers through the steps of
QCA in logical order. To enhance and further reinforce learning, authors Leila C. Kahwati and Heather L. Kane provide
supportive learning objectives, summaries, and exercises, as well as author-created datasets for use in R via the
companion site. Qualitative Comparative Analysis in Mixed Methods Research and Evaluation is Volume 6 in SAGE’s
Mixed Methods Research Series. To learn more about each text in the series, please visit sagepub.com/mmrs.
Dieses Buch fÃ¼hrt in ,Qualitative Comparative Analysis' (QCA) ein, eine neuartige Methode zum systematischen
qualitativen Fallvergleich. Dabei werden die Ã¤ltere QCA-Version, die Fuzzy-Set-Variante und jÃ¼ngste Neuerungen mit
theoretischen Darstellungen, Beispielen aus der Forschungspraxis und Ã?bungsaufgaben ausfÃ¼hrlich und
verstÃ¤ndlich dargestellt. Im Buch werden die mathematischen Grundlagen der Methode, die auf Boolescher Algebra
und Fuzzy-Algebra basieren, auf einfach verstÃ¤ndliche Weise erklÃ¤rt, die computergestÃ¼tzte DurchfÃ¼hrung der
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Analysen anschaulich vorgestellt, und die NÃ¼tzlichkeit der Methode an mehreren Beispielen aus der empirischen
Forschungspraxis demonstriert. Ã?bungsaufgaben zu allen Kapiteln runden die Darstellung ab. Dabei gehen die Autoren
auf neueste Entwicklungen innerhalb von QCA und fsQCA wie Evaluationsparameter, Zwei-Schritt-AnsÃ¤tze und den
Wahrheitstafelalgorithmus ein. Das Buch von Schneider und Wagemann - beide mit langjÃ¤hriger Erfahrung in
Forschung und Lehre auf dem Gebiet - stellt damit den aktuellen Stand der Entwicklung von QCA und fsQCA dar und
wendet sich sowohl an Studenten als auch an ForschungspraktikerInnen. THIS BOOK IS IN GERMAN ONLY.
Configurational Comparative MethodsQualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) and Related TechniquesSAGE
Qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) was developed by sociologist Charles C. Ragin (1987, 2000, 2008). It constitutes
a genuine methodological innovation in the social sciences that explicitly aims to and has the potential to transcend the
traditional division between qualitative and quantitative research approaches by developing a theoretical and
methodological configurational approach based on the logic of sets and Boolean algebra. While initially the majority of
theoretical and empirical applications of QCA were housed in sociology and political science, since the late 2000s
organizational researchers have increasingly embraced QCA, causing organization studies to become a major field of its
application. The increasing proliferation of QCA's configurational set theoretic approach in organizational research is due
to the fact that the particular strengths and possibilities of QCA readily ...
This volume provides researchers and students with a discussion of a broad range of methods and their practical
application to the study of non-state actors in international security. All researchers face the same challenge, not only
must they identify a suitable method for analysing their research question, they must also apply it. This volume prepares
students and scholars for the key challenges they confront when using social-science methods in their own research. To
bridge the gap between knowing methods and actually employing them, the book not only introduces a broad range of
interpretive and explanatory methods, it also discusses their practical application. Contributors reflect on how they have
used methods, or combinations of methods, such as narrative analysis, interviews, qualitative comparative analysis
(QCA), case studies, experiments or participant observation in their own research on non-state actors in international
security. Moreover, experts on the relevant methods discuss these applications as well as the merits and limitations of
the various methods in use. Research on non-state actors in international security provides ample challenges and
opportunities to probe different methodological approaches. It is thus particularly instructive for students and scholars
seeking insights on how to best use particular methods for their research projects in International Relations (IR), security
studies and neighbouring disciplines. It also offers an innovative laboratory for developing new research techniques and
engaging in unconventional combinations of methods. This book will be of much interest to students of non-state security
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actors such as private military and security companies, research methods, security studies and International Relations in
general. The Open Access version of this book, available at https://www.routledge.com/Researching-Non-state-Actors-inInternational-Security-Theory-and-Practice/Kruck-Schneiker/p/book/9780367141561, has been made available under a
Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.
When the objectives of public policy programmes have been formulated and decided upon, implementation seems just a
matter of following instructions. However, it is underway to the realization of those objectives that public policies get their
final substance and form. Crucial is what happens in and around the encounter between public officials and individual
citizens at the street level of government bureaucracy. This Research Handbook addresses the state of the art while
providing a systematic exploration of the theoretical and methodological issues apparent in the study of street-level
bureaucracy and how to deal with them.
Innovative Comparative Methods for Policy Analysis aims to provide a decisive push to the further development and
application of innovative and specific comparative methods for the improvement of policy analysis. To take on this
challenge, this volume brings together methodologists and specialists from a broad range of social scientific disciplines
and policy fields. The work further develops methods for systematic comparative cases analysis in a small-N research
design, with a key emphasis laid on policy-oriented applications. Innovative Comparative Methods for Policy Analysis is
clearly both a social scientific and policy-driven endeavor; on the one hand, the book engages in an effort to further
improve social scientific methods, but on the other hand this effort also intends to provide useful, applied tools for policy
analysts and the "policy community" alike. Though quite a variety of methods and techniques are touched upon in this
volume, its focus is mainly laid on two recently developed research methods/techniques which enable researchers to
systematically compare a limited number of cases; Qualitative Comparative Analysis(QCA) and Fuzzy-Sets (FS).
Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, and enhancing forest carbon stocks in developing
countries (REDD+) has emerged as a promising climate change mitigation mechanism in tropical forest countries. This
paper examines the national political context in 13 REDD+ countries in order to identify the enabling conditions for
achieving progress in the implementation of countries’ REDD+ policies and measures. The analysis builds on a previous
qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) of various countries’ progress with REDD+, conducted in 12 REDD+ countries in
2012. A follow-up survey in 2014 was considered timely because the REDD+ policy arena, at international and country
levels, is highly dynamic and undergoes constant evolution, which affects progress with REDD+ policy making and
implementation. In this paper, we examine whether the ‘promise’ of performance-based funds has played a role in
enabling the establishment of REDD+. The results show a set of enabling conditions and characteristics of the policy
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process under which REDD+ policies can be established. Two key findings of our analysis, the importance of already
initiated policy change and the relevance of available performance-based funding in combination with strong national
ownership of the REDD+ process, may help guide other countries seeking to formulate REDD+ policies that are likely to
deliver efficient, effective and equitable outcomes.
Introduction: QCA in a nutshell -- Calibrating and combining sets -- Necessary conditions -- Sufficient conditions -- Rounding up solid a QCA
-- Post-QCA tools -- Summary and outlook.
A comprehensive and accessible guide to learning and successfully applying QCA Social phenomena can rarely be attributed to single
causes—instead, they typically stem from a myriad of interwoven factors that are often difficult to untangle. Drawing on set theory and the
language of necessary and sufficient conditions, however, qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) is ideally suited to capturing this causal
complexity. A case-based research method, QCA regards cases as combinations of conditions and compares the conditions of each case in
a structured way to identify the necessary and sufficient conditions for an outcome. Qualitative Comparative Analysis: An Introduction to
Research Design and Application is a comprehensive guide to QCA. As QCA becomes increasingly popular across the social sciences, this
textbook teaches students, scholars, and self-learners the fundamentals of the method, research design, interpretation of results, and how to
communicate findings. Following an ideal typical research cycle, the book’s ten chapters cover the methodological basis and analytical
routine of QCA, as well as matters of research design, causation and causal complexity, QCA variants, and the method’s reception in the
social sciences. A comprehensive glossary helps to clarify the meaning of frequently used terms. The book is complemented by an
accessible online R manual to help new users to practice QCA’s analytical steps on sample data and then implement with their own findings.
This hands-on textbook is an essential resource for students and researchers looking for a complete and up-to-date introduction to QCA.
"Studying Complex Interactions and Outcomes Through Qualitative Comparative Analysis: A Practical Guide to Comparative Case Studies
and Ethnographic Data Analysis offers practical, methodological, and theoretically robust guidelines to systematically study the causalities,
dynamics, and outcomes of complex social interactions in multiple source data sets. It demonstrates how to convert data from multisited
ethnography of investment politics, mobilizations, and citizen struggles into a Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA). In this book, Markus
Kröger focuses on how data collected primarily via multisited political ethnography, supplemented by other materials and verified by multiple
forms of triangulation, can be systematically analyzed through QCA. The results of this QCA offer insight on how to study the political and
economic outcomes in natural resource conflicts, across different contexts and political systems. This book applies the method in practice
using examples from the author's own research. With a focus on social movement studies, it shows how QCA can be used to analyze a
multiple data source database, that includes results from multiple case studies. This book is a practical guide for researchers and students in
social movement studies and other disciplines that produce ethnographic data from multiple sources on how to analyze complex databases
through the QCA."--Publisher's description.
Social science theory often builds on sets and their relations. Correlation-based methods of scientific enquiry, however, use linear algebra
and are unsuited to analyzing set relations. The development of Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) by Charles Ragin has given social
scientists a formal tool for identifying set-theoretic connections based on Boolean algebra. As a result, interest in this method has markedly
risen among social scientists in recent years. This book offers the first complete introduction on how to perform QCA in the R software
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environment for statistical computing and graphics with the QCA package. Developed as a comprehensive solution, QCA provides an
unprecedented scope of functionality for analyzing crisp, multi-value and fuzzy sets. The reader is not required to have knowledge of R, but
the book assumes an understanding of the fundamentals of QCA. Using examples from published work, the authors demonstrate how to
make the most of QCA’s wide-ranging capabilities for the reader’s own purposes. Although mainly written for political scientists, this book is
also of interest to scholars from other disciplines in the social sciences such as sociology, business, management, organization,
anthropology, education and health.
Infrastructure projects are notoriously hard to manage so it is important that society learns from the successes and mistakes made over time.
However, most evaluation methods run into a conundrum: either they cover a large number of projects but have little to say about their
details, or they focus on detailed single-case studies with little in terms of applicability elsewhere. This book presents Qualitative Comparative
Analysis (QCA) as an alternative evaluation method that solves the conundrum to enhance learning.
This handbook provides a comprehensive overview of state-of-the-art, innovative approaches to qualitative research for organizational
scholars. Individual chapters in each area are written by experts in a variety of fields, who have contributed some of the most innovative
studies themselves in recent years. An indispensable reference guide to anyone conducting high-impact organizational research, this
handbook includes innovative approaches to research problems, data collection, data analysis and interpretation, and application of research
findings. The book will be of interest to scholars and graduate students in a wide variety of disciplines, including anthropology, organizational
behavior, organizational theory, social psychology, and sociology

A comprehensive and accessible guide to learning and successfully applying QCA Social phenomena can rarely be
attributed to single causes--instead, they typically stem from a myriad of interwoven factors that are often difficult to
untangle. Drawing on set theory and the language of necessary and sufficient conditions, however, qualitative
comparative analysis (QCA) is ideally suited to capturing this causal complexity. A case-based research method, QCA
regards cases as combinations of conditions and compares the conditions of each case in a structured way to identify the
necessary and sufficient conditions for an outcome. Qualitative Comparative Analysis: An Introduction to Research
Design and Application is a comprehensive guide to QCA. As QCA becomes increasingly popular across the social
sciences, this textbook teaches students, scholars, and self-learners the fundamentals of the method, research design,
interpretation of results, and how to communicate findings. Following an ideal typical research cycle, the book's ten
chapters cover the methodological basis and analytical routine of QCA, as well as matters of research design, causation
and causal complexity, QCA variants, and the method's reception in the social sciences. A comprehensive glossary helps
to clarify the meaning of frequently used terms. The book is complemented by an accessible online R manual to help new
users to practice QCA's analytical steps on sample data and then implement with their own findings. This hands-on
textbook is an essential resource for students and researchers looking for a complete and up-to-date introduction to
QCA.
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This working paper gives an overview of Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA), a method that enables systematic
cross-case comparison of an intermediate number of case studies. It presents an overview of QCA and detailed
descriptions of different versions of the method. Based on the experience applying QCA to CIFOR’s Global Comparative
Study on REDD+, the paper shows how QCA can help produce parsimonious and stringent research results from a
multitude of in-depth case studies developed by numerous researchers. QCA can be used as a structuring tool that
allows researchers to share understanding and produce coherent data, as well as a tool for making inferences usable for
policy advice. REDD+ is still a young policy domain, and it is a very dynamic one. Currently, the benefits of QCA result
mainly from the fact that it helps researchers to organize the evidence generated. However, with further and more
differentiated case knowledge, and more countries achieving desired outcomes, QCA has the potential to deliver robust
analysis that allows the provision of information, guidance and recommendations to ensure carbon-effective, costefficient and equitable REDD+ policy design and implementation
This book is a comprehensive guide to qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) using R. Using Boolean algebra to
implement principles of comparison used by scholars engaged in the qualitative study of macro social phenomena, QCA
acts as a bridge between the quantitative and the qualitative traditions. The QCA package for R, created by the author,
facilitates QCA within a graphical user interface. This book provides the most current information on the latest version of
the QCA package, which combines written commands with a cross-platform interface. Beginning with a brief introduction
to the concept of QCA, this book moves from theory to calibration, from analysis to factorization, and hits on all the key
areas of QCA in between. Chapters one through three are introductory, familiarizing the reader with R, the QCA package,
and elementary set theory. The next few chapters introduce important applications of the package beginning with
calibration, analysis of necessity, analysis of sufficiency, parameters of fit, negation and factorization, and the
construction of Venn diagrams. The book concludes with extensions to the classical package, including temporal
applications and panel data. Providing a practical introduction to an increasingly important research tool for the social
sciences, this book will be indispensable for students, scholars, and practitioners interested in conducting qualitative
research in political science, sociology, business and management, and evaluation studies.
&ltB>This study was awarded the &ltI>Preis des Prasidiums fur ausgezeichnete Dissertationen der Universitat Paderborn
as well as the &ltI>Preis der Unternehmergruppe Ostwestfalen fur hervorragende Dissertationen.&ltBR>&ltBR>
Qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) - especially its fuzzy set version - has emerged as a new methodological tool in
management studies which is ideally suited to test configurational theories. For the first time, the peculiarities of QCA in
large-N designs are comprehensively analysed. Based on a systematic compilation of 145 empirical QCA studies
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valuable insights for the use of QCA as a quantitative technique are presented. For example, an innovative formula is
developed which can substantially improve future model specifications. In a next step, the potential of QCA in
management research is outlined by tracing configurational theories in a range of disciplines including strategy, HRM,
marketing, and international business. This &ltI>tour d'horizon through management studies highlights the wide
application area of the methodology. Finally, an illustrative study is conducted using the fuzzy set version of QCA."
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