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The New American Democracy 7th Edition
This edition features the exact same content as the traditional text in a
convenient, three-hole- punched, loose-leaf version. Books à la Carte also offer a
great value for your students—this format costs significantly less than a new
textbook. Updated in a new 7th edition this book is organized around the evolving
nature of the American experiment in democratic government. With a clear and
compelling central theme this book provides the theory and basics of American
political science as well as the nation's political history. This book covers the
foundations, institutions, and process of American democracy with a clear and
relevant approach in an easily readable format. It sharpens the critical thinking
skills needed to analyze these evolving relationships through its multitude of new
critical thinking questions and timelines.
This book confirms the idea put forth by Tocqueville that American democracy is
rooted in civic voluntarism--citizens' involvement in family, work, school, and
religion, as well as in their political participation as voters, campaigners,
protesters, or community activists. The authors analyze civic activity with a
massive survey of 15,000 people.
This book examines how well the American political systems performs by using
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multiple criteria, including the level of trust the public has towards the institutions
of government, the abilities of the institutions to make good public policy, the
extent to which policy is responsive to public opinion, and the extent to which
public policy is fair.
A WASHINGTON POST NOTABLE WORK OF 2018 From two-time Pulitzer
Prize–winning Washington Post national security reporter Greg Miller, the truth
about Vladimir Putin’s covert attempt to destroy Hillary Clinton and help Donald
Trump win the presidency, its possible connections to the Trump campaign,
Robert Mueller’s ensuing investigation of the president and those close to him,
and the mystery of Trump’s steadfast allegiance to Putin. It has been called the
political crime of the century: a foreign government, led by a brutal authoritarian
leader, secretly interfering with the American presidential election to help elect
the candidate of its choice. Now two-time Pulitzer Prize–winning Washington
Post national security reporter Greg Miller investigates the truth about the
Kremlin’s covert attempt to destroy Hillary Clinton and help Donald Trump win
the presidency, Trump’s steadfast allegiance to Vladimir Putin, and Robert
Mueller’s ensuing investigation of the president and those close to him. Based
on interviews with hundreds of people in Trump’s inner circle, current and former
government officials, individuals with close ties to the White House, members of
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the law enforcement and intelligence communities, foreign officials, and
confidential documents, The Apprentice offers striking new information about: the
hacking of the Democrats by Russian intelligence; Russian hijacking of Facebook
and Twitter; National Security Adviser Michael Flynn’s hidden communications
with the Russians; the attempt by Jared Kushner, Trump’s son-in-law, to create
a secret back channel to Moscow using Russian diplomatic facilities; Trump’s
disclosure to Russian officials of highly classified information about Israeli
intelligence operations; Trump’s battles with the CIA and the FBI and fierce
clashes within the West Wing; Trump’s efforts to enlist the director of national
intelligence and the director of the National Security Agency to push back against
the FBI’s investigation of his campaign; the mysterious Trump Tower meeting;
the firing of FBI Director James Comey; the appointment of Mueller and the
investigation that has followed; the tumultuous skirmishing within Trump’s legal
camp; and Trump’s jaw-dropping behavior in Helsinki. Deeply reported and
masterfully told, The Apprentice is essential reading for anyone trying to
understand Vladimir Putin’s secret operation, its catastrophic impact, and the
nature of betrayal.
"American democracy is in precarious health. Books on tyranny and fascism are
now bestsellers. Parents wonder whether their children will still grow up in a
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democracy. Gallows political humor about the collapse of the republic creeps into
ordinary conversation. No longer a shining model for the world, American
democracy today strikes a more cautionary note. An anxious pessimism
dominates. By every expert judgment, the United States is slipping. In late 2017,
the Economist Intelligence Unit downgraded the United States from "full
democracy" to "flawed democracy," giving it the same ranking as Italy. In January
2018, Freedom House downgraded its rating of American democracy to 86 (out
of 100), just above Poland (85) and Greece (85), but behind Latvia (87) (and
down from 94 in 2010). The August 2018 "Bright Line Watch" survey of 679
political scientists concluded: "Our expert respondents perceive a consistent,
ongoing decline in the overall quality of American democracy from 2015." In the
August/September 2018 "Authoritarian Warning Survey," 747 democracy experts
collectively gave the United States a one in six chance of democratic breakdown
in the next four years, and were nearly unanimous (97.1 percent) in their
assessment American democracy had declined over the last decade. Let me
repeat: a one in six chance of democratic breakdown. That's like rolling a sixsided die, and hoping it doesn't land on Hungary"-The first systematic examination of the federal civil service in nearly forty years,
The Foundation of Merit analyzes the historical development of the civil service in
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the context of the political and democratic environment that is central to its
effectiveness and legitimacy. Patricia Ingraham describes theincremental and
disjointed growth of the federal civil service and explains how, and why, it came
to be a system with control in the wrong places, with discretion in the wrong
places, and why--in its current form--it has little hope of meeting the enormous
challenges of the next century. The book concludes with an examination of the
need for reform, the challenges that have shaped that need, and the lessons
from the past that should guide the reforms of the future.
Barbour and Wright draw students into the study of American politics, teaching
them to think critically about who gets what, and how and exploring twin themes
of power and citizenship. They are pushed to consider how and why institutions
and rules determine who wins and who loses in American politics and to be
skeptical of received wisdom. Every element of the text is crafted to provide the
tools students need to be thoughtful, savvy consumers of political information and
to teach them to think more deeply about what they see, read, and hear. Going
even further in this new edition, the authors have partnered with award-winning
information designer and teacher Mike Wirth to create a series of stunning, datarich infographics that appear throughout the text, presenting information in new,
more revealing ways. Combining critical thinking skills, pedagogically rich visuals,
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and the seminal work in the field of American politics, this trusted text is ideal for
students who want to take an active part in their communities and governmentto
play their part in keeping the republic.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the
product text may not be available in the ebook version.
What will it take to restore American democracy and rescue it from this moment of
crisis? Civic Power argues that the current threat to US democracy is rooted not just in
the outcome of the 2016 election, but in deeper, systemic forms of inequality that
concentrate economic and political power in the hands of the few at the expense of the
many. Drawing on historical and social science research and case studies of
contemporary democratic innovations across the country, Civic Power calls for a
broader approach to democracy reform focused on meaningfully redistributing power to
citizens. It advocates for both reviving grassroots civil society and novel approaches to
governance, policymaking, civic technology, and institutional design - aimed at
dismantling structural disparities to build a more inclusive, empowered, bottom-up
democracy, where communities and people have greater voice, power, and agency.
The Promise of American Life is part of the bedrock of American liberalism, a classic
that had a spectacular impact on national politics when it was first published in 1909
and that has been recognized ever since as a defining text of liberal reform. The book
helped inspire Theodore Roosevelt's New Nationalism and Franklin D. Roosevelt’s
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New Deal, put Herbert Croly on a path to become the founding editor of the New
Republic, and prompted Walter Lippmann to call him twentieth-century America’s "first
important political philosopher." The book is at once a history of America and its
political ideals and an analysis of contemporary ills, from rampant economic inequality
to unchecked corporate power. In response, Croly advocated combining the
Hamiltonian and Jeffersonian traditions and creating a strong federal government to
ensure that all Americans had a fair shot at individual success. The formula still defines
American liberalism, and The Promise of American Life continues to resonate today,
offering a vital source of renewal for liberals and progressives. For this new edition,
Franklin Foer has written a substantial foreword that puts the book in historical context
and explains its continuing importance.
The presidency of Barack Obama seeks a major transformation of American politics
and policy. This new collection, edited by Steven E. Schier, examines the unusual
combination of risk and ambition in Obama's presidency concerning popular politics,
Washington politics, and economic and foreign policy. It also places the Obama
presidency in historical perspective, noting the unusual circumstances of his election
and the similarities and differences between presidential politics today and those of
previous eras. Transforming America: Barack Obama in the White House provides a
guiding focus involving the successes and failures of the administration's transformative
aspirations during Obama's initial years in the White House.
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Four lectures delivered at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, analyzing the
significance of the 2000 and 2004 presidential elections in the United States. Includes
appendix on the assassination of John Kennedy and a retrospective of Ronald Reagan
by Socialist Equality Party 2004 presidential election candidate Bill Van Auken. The
Crisis of American Democracy explains the trends in American society that have made
possible the coming to power of an administration as reactionary as that of George W.
Bush and shows how American society is now faced with the greatest choice in its
history: to proceed down the current ominous path to further militarization and
economic inequality or to begin the urgent preparation of a progressive resolution of the
crisis.
ALERT: Before you purchase, check with your instructor or review your course syllabus
to ensure that youselect the correct ISBN. Several versions of Pearson's MyLab &
Mastering products exist for each title, including customized versions for individual
schools, and registrations are not transferable. In addition,you may need a CourseID,
provided by your instructor, to register for and use Pearson's MyLab & Mastering
products. Packages Access codes for Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products may not
be included when purchasing or renting from companies other than Pearson; check
with the seller before completing your purchase. Used or rental books If you rent or
purchase a used book with an access code, the access code may have been redeemed
previously and you may have to purchase a new access code. Access codes Access
Page 8/22

Download Ebook The New American Democracy 7th Edition
codes that are purchased from sellers other than Pearson carry a higher risk of being
either the wrong ISBN or a previously redeemed code. Check with the seller prior to
purchase. -- Updated in a new 7th edition, The New American Democracy offers a
stimulating, analytical approach to American government and a unique perspective on
contemporary politics with an emphasis on elections and their importance in the
American political system. The authors -- among the most well-known and wellrespected scholars working in political science today --propose in their text that
politicians today are perpetually engaged in the election process—a “permanent
campaign”—which has profoundly affected how our government functions today.
Claims of ideology's end are, on the one hand, performative denials of ideology's
inability to end; while, on the other hand, paradoxically, they also reiterate an idea that
'ending' is simply what all ideologies eventually do. Situating her work around the
intersecting publications of Daniel Bell's The End of Ideology (1960) and J.D. Salinger's
Franny and Zooey (1961), Laurie Rodrigues argues that American novels express this
paradox through nuanced applications of non-realist strategies, distorting realism in
manners similar to ideology's distortions of reality, history, and belief. Reflecting the
astonishing cultural variety of this period, The American Novel After Ideology, 1961 2000 examines Franny and Zooey, Carlene Hatcher Polite's The Flagellants (1967),
Leslie Marmon Silko's Almanac of the Dead (1991), and Philip Roth's The Human Stain
(2001) alongside the various discussions around ideology with which they intersect.
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Each novel's plotless narratives, dissolving subjectivities, and cultural codes organize
the texts' peculiar relations to the post-ideological age, suggesting an aesthetic return
of the repressed.
In the last ten years, there has been an outpouring of literature concerned with the
crises that impact democracies in our era. Observers have noted a range of causes,
including endemic corruption, gross incompetence in delivering basic services, and a
corresponding increase in voterdisaffection. Lurking in the background as well is the
global resurgence of authoritarianism, a wave bolstered by the Western democracies'
apparent mishandling of the global financial crisis. In Four Crises of American
Democracy, Alasdair Roberts locates the U.S.'s recent bout of democratic malaise in a
larger historical context, arguing that it is the latest in a series of very different crises
that have plagued America throughout its history. He focuses on four crises, moving
beyonddescriptions of what each crisis involved to the solutions the government
evolved in response. The first crisis-the "crisis of representation"-occurred in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and was dominated by fears of plutocracy and
debates about the rights of African Americans,women and immigrants. The "crisis of
mastery" spanned the years 1917-1948, and was preoccupied with building
administrative capabilities so that government could improve its control of economic
and international affairs. The "crisis of discipline," beginning in the 1970s, was triggered
by theperception that voters and special interests were overloading governments with
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unreasonable demands. The final crisis, what he calls the "crisis of anticipation," is the
crisis we are currently living through. Roberts pronounces it a future-oriented crisis, one
preoccupied with the capacity ofdemocratic systems to deal with long-term problems
such as the rise of China, and climate change. Not surprisingly, we have not yet arrived
at solutions to this latest crisis, but Roberts suggests that democratic solutions will win
out over more authoritarian ones. Preceding crises have been met and resolved using
democratic institutions, and this will be true for the current crisis as well. Theessential
features of the democratic model-societal openness, decentralization, and pragmatismgive it the edge over authoritarian alternatives. A powerful account of how successive
crises have shaped American democracy, Four Crises of American Democracy will be
essential reading for anyone interested in the forces driving the current democratic
malaise both in the U.S. and around the world.
Thoroughly updated based on recent scholarship and current events, American
Government: Power and Purpose remains the gold standard for teaching a political
scientific perspective on American government. Thorough analysis of the 2018 midterm
elections and the first years of the Trump presidency make this revision more current
and authoritative than ever.
The New American DemocracyPearson College Division
How can political science help you understand the world you live in? Modern
approaches to the study of politics analyze whyCongress, the president, the courts, and
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other political actors do what they do. Learning to think critically about power,
institutions, and rules helps citizens engage constructively in politics and the wider
world around them and helps us systematically identify false claims, biases, and
misconceptions. Analyzing American Democracyteaches students to think analytically
by presenting current political science theories and research in answering the
engaging, big questions facing American politics today. It serves as both an introduction
to American politics and to the discipline of political science by reflecting the theoretical
developments and empirical inquiry conducted by researchers. Every chapter highlights
the most current research and discusses related public policy. It demonstrates for
students how to think critically and analytically, bringing theoretical insight to
contemporary American politics. More than just a comprehensive overview and
description of how American politics works, Jon Bond and Kevin Smith demonstrate
how politics can be studied systematically. Throughout the text, they introduce students
to the insights gleaned from rational choice, behavioral, and biological approaches to
politics. Understanding these three social scientific models and their applications helps
students get the most out of their American government course and out of this
text--they learn a way of thinking that they can use to make sense of future challenges
facing the American polity. A number of features help aid comprehension and critical
thinking: Key Questions at the start of every chapter frame the learning objectives and
concepts "Thinking Analytically" boxes demonstrate how political scientists answer
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pressing questions about the American polity and model critical thinking "Applying the
Frameworks" boxes show why theory is so important in making systematic sense of the
political world "New Directions" boxes will highlight cutting edge research in political
science to highlight some of the big contemporary questions the book addresses
Tables, Figures, Charts, and Maps throughout present the empirical details of American
politics, helping students gain quantitative literacy Top Ten Takeaway Points at the end
of every chapter recap the most important points covered but also help students discern
the general principles that make sense of the numerous factual details Key Terms are
bolded in the text, defined in the margins, recapped at the end of the chapter, and
compiled in a glossary, all to help insure that students can effortlessly master the
vocabulary of American politics and political science in order to move on to the more
important concepts. NEW TO THE SECOND EDITION Updated coverage throughout
includes Affordable Care Act in the context of federalism Death penalty debates
Affirmative action Racism, homophobia, and hate crimes in the wake of Ferguson
Weakening of the Voting Rights Act Gay marriage history and new developments Tea
Party and traditional party interface Campaign finance upheaval The changing
Congressional landscape and increasing political polarization Updated tables, figures,
and photos present the empirical details of American politics, helping students gain
quantitative literacy Landmark court cases, now highlighted and linked to key concepts
Refreshed feature boxes reinforce the book's dedication to helping students understand
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the scientific approach to politics, incorporating intriguing new topics including genetics
and public opinion, the biology of political participation, and evolution and the
bureaucracy
The presidency and the agencies of the executive branch are deeply interwoven with
other core institutions of American government and politics. While the framers of the
Constitution granted power to the president, they likewise imbued the legislative and
judicial branches of government with the powers necessary to hold the executive in
check. The Executive Branch, edited byJoel D. Aberbach and Mark A. Peterson,
examines the delicate and shifting balance among the three branches of government,
which is constantly renegotiated as political leaders contend with the public's
paradoxical sentiments-yearning for strong executive leadership yet fearing too much
executive power, and welcoming the benefits of public programs yet uneasy about, and
indeed often distrusting, big government. The Executive Branch, a collection of essays
by some of the nation's leading political scientists and public policy scholars, examines
the historical emergence and contemporary performance of the presidency and
bureaucracy, as well as their respective relationships with the Congress, the courts,
political parties, and American federalism. Presidential elections are defining moments
for the nation's democracy-by linking citizens directly to their government, elections
serve as a mechanism for exercising collective public choice. After the election,
however, the work of government begins and involves elected and appointed political
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leaders at all levels of government, career civil servants, government contractors,
interest organizations, the media, and engaged citizens. The essays in this volume
delve deeply into the organizations and politics that make the executive branch such a
complex and fascinating part of American government. The volume provides an
assessment from the past to the present of the role and development of the presidency
and executive branch agencies, including analysis of the favorable and problematic
strategies, and personal attributes, that presidents have brought to the challenge of
leadership. It examines the presidency and the executive agencies both separately and
together as they influence-or are influenced by-other major institutions of American
government and politics, with close attention to how they relate to civic participation and
democracy.
This refreshed and dynamic Seventh Edition of Keeping the Republic, Brief revitalizes
the twin themes of power and citizenship by adding to the imperative for students to
navigate competing political narratives about who should get what, and how they
should get it. The exploding possibilities of the digital age make this task all the more
urgent and complex. Christine Barbour and Gerald Wright, the authors of this
bestseller, continue to meet students where they are in order to give them a
sophisticated understanding of American politics and teach them the skills to think
critically about it. The entire book has been refocused to look not just at power and
citizenship but at the role that control of information and its savvy consumption play in
Page 15/22

Download Ebook The New American Democracy 7th Edition
keeping the republic. Carefully condensed from the full version by the authors, this Brief
Edition provides all the continuity and crucial content in a more concise, value-priced
package.
A critical, focused, point-of-view approach to American government, highlighting the
ongoing tension between capitalism and democracy.
With the economic crisis, intense partisan gridlock, and social movements like the Tea
Party and Occupy Wall Street, American Democracy in Peril encapsulates the
tumultuous state of American politics more than ever. Hudson's provocative book offers
a structured yet critical look at the functioning of the American political system. This
new edition incorporates the far-ranging impact of the Obama presidency - and the
polarization that has accompanied it - along with these key updates: New discussion of
the barriers of the separation of powers system, including the tortured politics of health
care reform, the threats of government shutdown over deficit reform, and the use of
institutional vetoes to prevent economic stimulus measures New developments from
the last election cycles, including changes in party politics, campaign funding, campaign
media technologies and social media, and efforts at voter suppression Fresh
examination of the financial deregulation that led to the crisis, the massive financial
bailout, and rising economic inequality New insight regarding Obama's continuity with
Bush-era national security practices from the use of secrecy to centralized executive
control of policy.
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"The American Democracy" uses a narrative to weave together theory, information and
examples in order to bring out key facts and ideas in a way that should capture student
interest and challenge them to think about the issues that affect the institutions and
processes of government in the United States.
How can we create and sustain an America that never was, but should be? How can
we build a robust multiracial democracy in which everyone is valued and everyone
possesses political, economic and social capital? How can democracy become a
meaningful way of life, for all citizens? By critically probing these questions, the editors
of Community Wealth Building and the Reconstruction of American Democracy seize
the opportunity to bridge the gap between our democratic aspirations and our current
reality.
ALERT: Before you purchase, check with your instructor or review your course syllabus
to ensure that you select the correct ISBN. Several versions of Pearson's MyLab &
Mastering products exist for each title, including customized versions for individual
schools, and registrations are not transferable. In addition, you may need a CourseID,
provided by your instructor, to register for and use Pearson's MyLab & Mastering
products. Packages Access codes for Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products may not
be included when purchasing or renting from companies other than Pearson; check
with the seller before completing your purchase. Used or rental books If you rent or
purchase a used book with an access code, the access code may have been redeemed
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previously and you may have to purchase a new access code. Access codes Access
codes that are purchased from sellers other than Pearson carry a higher risk of being
either the wrong ISBN or a previously redeemed code. Check with the seller prior to
purchase. -- Updated in a new 7th edition, The New American Democracy offers a
stimulating, analytical approach to American government and a unique perspective on
contemporary politics with an emphasis on elections and their importance in the
American political system. The authors -- among the most well-known and wellrespected scholars working in political science today --propose in their text that
politicians today are perpetually engaged in the election process—a “permanent
campaign”—which has profoundly affected how our government functions today.
In recent years the Supreme Court has been at the center of such political issues as
abortion rights, the administration of police procedures, and the determination of the
2000 presidential election. The checks and balances provided by the three branches of
federal government are essential to nurturing and maintaining American democracy.
With the guidance of coeditors Kermit L. Hall and Kevin T. McGuire, this volume of
essays examines the role of the Judicial Branch in American democracy and the
dynamic between the other branches of government, compares international models,
and discusses possible measures for reform. The Judicial Branch considers the impact
of courts on American life and addresses such central questions as: Is the Supreme
Court an institution of social justice? Is there a case for judicially created and protected
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social rights? Have the courts become sovereign when interpreting the Constitution?
Essays examine topics that include the judiciary in the founding of the nation; turning
points in the history of the American judicial system; the separation of powers between
the other branches of government; how the Supreme Court resolves political conflicts
through legal means; what Americans know about the judiciary and its functions; and
whether the American scheme of courts is the best way to support democracy.
Former congressman Browder is worried that the current trends of American
democracy might result in a "Union of Socialist States of America" or worse. He
suggests that we're suffering from a "cumulative distemper" in which we may be tiring of
America's "historic Great Experiment." He offers vague prescriptions about embarking
on a "National Democratic Renaissance" and rediscovering the "essence of our
American nation." Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.
Written by a team of leading experts of American politics, this text provides an
authoritative and informed analysis of the latest issues, trends and developments. Fully
up-to-date, the book takes full account of the political landscape that followed the 2012
elections and the policy dilemmas which face Obama's second administration.
Designed to accompany any American Government text, this engaging reader features
a debate-style format that includes two readings per chapter--each representing
opposing viewpoints. The unique format and current content give this book a distinct
advantage over other readers. The seventh edition incorporates up-to-date chapter
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introductions and new debates on issues such as corporate spending in elections,
same-sex marriage, and negative campaigning for a fresh look at the hot-button issues
in modern American government. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
In 10 Steps to Repair American Democracy Steven Hill addresses the problems
plaguing the US political system, outlining his ten-step program to improve American
democracy. He proposes specific reforms to give voters more choices at the ballot box,
boost voter turnout, reduce Senate 'filibustering' and end excessive corporate
dominance. In the face of mounting cynicism about the US political system, 10 Steps to
Repair American Democracy is a refreshing blueprint for how to resurrect the Founders'
democratic vision. It will change the way you think about US politics.
With an emphasis on elections and their importance in our political system, Morris
Fiorina and Paul Peterson' s groundbreaking text offers a stimulating, analytical
approach to American government that engages students as it gives them a unique
understanding of their political system as it exists and functions today.
True American heroes need not have superhuman abilities nor do they need to act
alone. Heroism in a democracy is different from the heroism of myths and legends,
writes Gerald Pomper in this original contribution to the literature of U.S. politics.
Through the remarkable stories of eight diverse Americans who acted as heroes by
"just doing their jobs" during national crises, he offers a provocative definition of
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heroism and fresh reasons to respect U.S. institutions and the people who work within
them. This new paperback edition includes photographs, an introductory chapter on
American heroism after 9/11, a survey of the meanings of heroism in U.S. popular
culture, and an original concluding theory of "ordinary" heroism.
As we enter the 21st-century with American hegemony intact, this volume helps us understand
what drives the world's last remaining superpower. It explores one of the least analysed, and
most misunderstood aspects of American foreign policy.
The checks and balances provided by the three branches of federal government are essential
to nurturing and maintaining American democracy. With the guidance of coeditors Paul J.
Quirk and Sarah A. Binder, this collection of essays examines the role of the Legislature in
American democracy and the dynamic between the other branches of government, and
discusses possible measures for reform. The volume addresses questions such as: How does
Congress serve the values of democracy and American constitutional principles? Which
conceptions of those values does it implement, and which does it overlook or fail to realize?
What are Congress's strengths and weaknesses in performing the tasks of democratic
governance? What reforms, if any, are necessary to ensure the health and success of
Congress as an institution of democracy in the future?
Presents a collection of essay that provide an examination of the Executive branch in
American government, explaining how the Constitution created the executive branch and
discusses how the executive interacts with the other two branches of government at the federal
and state level.
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DIVThe past few decades have brought a shift in the nature of American democracy—an
alarming shift that threatens such liberal democratic values as respect for pluralism,
acceptance of the separation of powers, and recognition of the rights of opposition parties. In
this insightful book, political scientist Alan Wolfe identifies the current political conditions that
endanger the quality of our democracy. He describes how politics has changed, and he calls
for a democracy protection movement designed to preserve our political traditions not unlike
the environmental protection movement’s efforts to safeguard the natural world. Voters who
know little about issues, leaders who bend rules with little fear of reprisal, and political parties
that are losing the ability to mobilize citizens have all contributed to a worrisome new politics of
democracy, Wolfe argues. He offers a brilliant analysis of how religion and morality have
replaced political and economic self-interest as guiding principles, and how a dangerous
populism promotes a radical form of elitism. Without laying blame on one party or ideology and
without claiming that matters will improve with one party or the other in office, Wolfe instead
suggests that Americans need to understand the danger their own indifference poses and take
political matters more seriously./div
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