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Contains "Records in review."
When the German Democratic Republic (GDR) was founded in 1949, its leaders did not position it as a new state. Instead, they represented
East German socialism as the culmination of all that was positive in Germany's past. The GDR was heralded as the second German
Enlightenment, a society in which the rational ideals of progress, Bildung, and revolution that had first come to fruition with Goethe and
Beethoven would finally achieve their apotheosis. Central to this founding myth was the Germanic musical heritage. Just as the canon had
defined the idea of the German nation in the nineteenth-century, so in the GDR it contributed to the act of imagining the collective socialist
state. Composing the Canon in the German Democratic Republic uses the reception of the Germanic musical heritage to chart the changing
landscape of musical culture in the German Democratic Republic. Author Elaine Kelly demonstrates the nuances of musical thought in the
state, revealing a model of societal ascent and decline that has implications that reach far beyond studies of the GDR itself. The first booklength study in English devoted to music in the GDR, Composing the Canon in the German Democratic Republic is a seminal text for scholars
of music in the Cold War and in Germany more widely.

Combining musical insight with the most recent research, William Kinderman's Beethoven is both a richly drawn portrait
of the man and a guide to his music. Kinderman traces the composer's intellectual and musical development from the
early works written in Bonn to the Ninth Symphony and the late quartets, looking at compositions from different and
original perspectives that show Beethoven's art as a union of sensuous and rational, of expression and structure. In
analyses of individual pieces, Kinderman shows that the deepening of Beethoven's musical thought was a continuous
process over decades of his life. In this new updated edition, Kinderman gives more attention to the composer's early
chamber music, his songs, his opera Fidelio, and to a number of often-neglected works of the composer's later years and
fascinating projects left incomplete. A revised view emerges from this of Beethoven's aesthetics and the musical meaning
of his works. Rather than the conventional image of a heroic and tormented figure, Kinderman provides a more complex,
more fully rounded account of the composer. Although Beethoven's deafness and his other personal crises are
addressed, together with this ever-increasing commitment to his art, so too are the lighter aspects of his personality: his
humor, his love of puns, his great delight in juxtaposing the exalted and the commonplace.
The Quest for Meaning explores the deep-seated human need to create a life that is meaningful. In an effort to
understand this need, author William Cooney examines the works of philosophers from Plato to Sartre as well as the
insights of artists, poets, writers, psychologists, and film-makers. He discusses the nature of humanness, creation,
freedom, and choice, all of which are facets of a meaningful life. Cooney also addresses postmodernism, arguing that it
does not offer real guidance for those seeking a life of significance. Maintaining that some ways of creating meaning are
preferable to others, he concludes that it is up to each individual to craft a meaningful life and that this process must take
place within a context of giving and receiving.
The Reader's Guide to Music is designed to provide a useful single-volume guide to the ever-increasing number of
English language book-length studies in music. Each entry consists of a bibliography of some 3-20 titles and an essay in
which these titles are evaluated, by an expert in the field, in light of the history of writing and scholarship on the given
topic. The more than 500 entries include not just writings on major composers in music history but also the genres in
which they worked (from early chant to rock and roll) and topics important to the various disciplines of music scholarship
(from aesthetics to gay/lesbian musicology).
This book provides a new approach to the intersections between music and philosophy. It features articles that rethink
the concepts of musical work and performance from ontological and epistemological perspectives and discuss issues of
performing practices that involve the performer’s and listener’s perceptions. In philosophy, the notion of essence has
enjoyed a renaissance. However, in the humanities in general, it is still viewed with suspicion. This collection examines
the ideas of essence and context as they apply to music. A common concern when thinking of music in terms of essence
is the plurality of music. There is also the worry that thinking in terms of essence might be an overly conservative way of
imposing fixity on something that evolves. Some contend that we must take into account the varying historical and
cultural contexts of music, and that the idea of an essence of music is therefore a fantasy. This book puts forward an
innovative approach that effectively addresses these concerns. It shows that it is, in fact, possible to find commonalities
among the many kinds of music. The coverage combines philosophical and musicological approaches with bioethics,
biology, linguistics, communication theory, phenomenology, and cognitive science. The respective chapters, written by
leading musicologists and philosophers, reconsider the fundamental essentialist and contextualist approaches to music
creation and experience in light of twenty-first century paradigm shifts in music philosophy.
This comprehensive survey shows how the larger scale works relate to Beethoven's chamber music and how the
composer evolved an increasing freedom of form.
**WINNER of Presto Books' Best Composer Biography** NINE WORKS OF BEETHOVEN, NINE WINDOWS INTO THE
LIFE AND LEGACY OF A MUSICAL GENIUS. 'We are doubly blessed that Beethoven should have led such an
extraordinary life. Laura has combined the two - the genius of his music and the richness of his experiences - to shine a
revealing light on our greatest composer' John Humphrys _________________________ Ludwig van Beethoven: to
some, simply the greatest ever composer of Western classical music. Yet his life remains shrouded in myths. In
Beethoven, Oxford professor Laura Tunbridge cuts through the noise. With each chapter focusing on a period of his life,
piece of music and revealing theme - from family to friends, from heroism to liberty - she provides a rich insight into the
man and the music. Revealing a wealth of never-before-seen material, this tour de force is a compelling, accessible
portrayal of one of the world's most creative minds and it will transform how you listen for ever.
_________________________ 'Tunbridge has come up with the seemingly impossible: a new way of approaching
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Beethoven's life and music . . . profoundly original and hugely readable' John Suchet, author Beethoven: The Man
Revealed 'This well researched and accessible book is a must read for all who seek to know more about the flesh and
blood tangible Beethoven.' John Clubbe, author of Beethoven: The Relentless Revolutionary 'This book is really
wonderful! ... However many books on Beethoven you own, find the space for one more. This one' Stephen Hough,
pianist, composer, writer 'In a year when everyone's looking for a new take on Beethoven, Laura Tunbridge has found
nine. Fresh and engaging' Norman Lebrecht, author of Genius and Anxiety 'Remarkable . . . she captures the essence of
his genius and character. I'll always want to keep it in easy reach' Julia Boyd, author of Travellers in the third Reich
Virtuosi A Defense and a (Sometimes Erotic) Celebration of Great Pianists Mark Mitchell A bravura performance "Vigorous, opinionated, and
always entertaining, here is a personal essayist of great charm and sincerity. Mitchell's erudition--his collection of odd and illuminating bits of
knowledge--is always a delight and adds a sauce piquanteto the whole dish " --Edmund White "...a literary work of real lan, vibrancy, and
grace--the very qualities that in his view define the virtuoso. Mr. Mitchell explores] the traditional linking of musical and sexual virtuosity, the
ethical implications of the original instruments' movement, the near deification of Mozart in Anglo-Saxon culture, and, in a particularly witty
section, the relationship of the virtuoso to his stool. Throughout, Mr. Mitchell's prose is humorous, intimate, and unapologeticaly polemical."
--Cynthia Ozick The artistic merit of performers with superior technique has long been almost ipso facto denied. At last, Mark Mitchell
launches a counterattack. In essays crackling with pianistic lore, Mitchell takes on topics such as encores, prodigies, competitions, virtuosi in
film and literature, and the erotics of musical performance. Liszt, Horowitz, and Argerich share these pages with the eccentric Pachmann,
Ervin Nyiregyh ("the skid-row pianist"), and Liberace. The illustrations include rare portraits of long-forgotten girl prodigies, historic concert
programs, and stills from a lost 1927 film on Beethoven. Punctuating this celebration of personal voice are vignettes, running from the
beginnings of the author's obsession with the piano to the particularities of concert-going in Italy (where he now lives). Mark Mitchell's piano
studies led to a friendship with Vladimir Horowitz and other pianistic luminaries. With David Leavitt he co-authored Italian Pleasures and coedited Pages Passed from Hand to Hand. He also edited The Penguin Book of International Gay Writing.
LIFE Magazine is the treasured photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the largest, most
amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse, search and view photos of today’s people and events.
They have free access to share, print and post images for personal use.
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