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According to legend the Constantinian Order is the oldest chivalric institution, founded
by Emperor Constantine the Great and governed by successive Byzantine Emperors
and their descendants. While this chronology was supported by multiple writers even
into the twentieth century, it has little historical basis. Nonetheless, the Angeli, Farnese
and Bourbon families which held the Grand Mastership could legitimately claim
Byzantine imperial descent, albeit in the female line, and the Order’s cross replicates
that seen by Constantine in the vision recorded by both Lactantius and Eusebius,
writing very soon after Maximian’s defeat at the battle of the Milvian Bridge. The
Order’s emergence in the middle of the sixteenth century, when Christian Europe was
under assault from a militant Ottoman empire, gained Papal support almost
immediately and by the end of the seventeenth century the Order had mem-bers across
the Italian peninsular, in Spain, Bavaria, Austria and Bohemia, Croatia and Poland.
Today the majority of the Order’s members are found in Italy and Spain but there are
also members in Portugal, France, Belgium, Great Britain and Luxembourg, with
smaller groups in the Netherlands, Germany and Sweden as well as an expanding
membership in the United States. This work examines the conversion of Constantine
and the histories of the Angeli, Farnese and Bourbon Grand Masterships, with
extensive reference to hitherto unpub-lished documents in the Vatican archives and in
the Farnese and Bourbon archives in Naples. These serve to confirm the close
relationship the Order had with the Church and the high regard in which it was held by
successive Popes, as well as its autonomy as a subject of canon law independent from
any crown or temporal sovereignty. This unique status has enabled its hereditary Grand
Masters to maintain this dignity after the absorption of the former Kingdom of the Two
Sicilies into a united Italy. The Order’s autonomy, coupled with the Grand Master’s
close links to the Spanish Crown, has meant that Spanish and Italian citizens (as well
as the citizens of several other states which have accorded the Order recognition) may
obtain official permission to wear the Order’s decorations. 2018 is the three hundredth
anniversary of the Papal Bull Militantis Ecclesiae which confirmed and approved the
previous Papal acts concerning the Order and laid out the rights and privileges of the
Order, its Grand Masters and members. In the early 20th century Pope Saint Pius X
and Benedict XV conferred further privileges on the Order, ap-proving the statutes,
while the then future Pope Pius XII had been admitted to the Order in 1913. Today the
Order is engaged in works of charity, in conformity with the Church’s teachings, and
includes among its members some thirteen Cardinals as well as some thirty members
of reign-ing or former reigning families.
The topic of religious conversion into and out of Islam as a historical phenomenon is
mired in a sea of debate and misunderstanding. It has often been viewed as the
permanent crossing of not just a religious divide, but in the context of the early modern
Mediterranean also political, cultural and geographic boundaries. Reading between the
lines of a wide variety of sources, however, suggests that religious conversion between
Christianity, Judaism and Islam often had a more pragmatic and prosaic aspect that
constituted a form of cultural translation and a means of establishing communal
belonging through the shared, and often contested articulation of religious identities.
The chapters in this volume do not view religion simply as a specific set of orthodox
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beliefs and strict practices to be adopted wholesale by the religious individual or
convert. Rather, they analyze conversion as the acquisition of a set of historically
contingent social practices, which facilitated the process of social, political or religious
acculturation. Exploring the role conversion played in the fabrication of cosmopolitan
Mediterranean identities, the volume examines the idea of the convert as a mediator
and translator between cultures. Drawing upon a diverse range of research areas and
linguistic skills, the volume utilises primary sources in Ottoman, Persian, Arabic, Latin,
German, Hungarian and English within a variety of genres including religious tracts,
diplomatic correspondence, personal memoirs, apologetics, historical narratives, official
documents and commands, legal texts and court records, and religious polemics. As a
result, the collection provides readers with theoretically informed, new research on the
subject of conversion to or from Islam in the early modern Mediterranean world.
New Method of Studying HistoryRecommending More Easy and Complete Instructions
for Improvement in that Science Than Any Hitherto Extant: with the Whole Apparatus
Necessary to Form a Perfect Historian ... Originally Written in French by M. Langlet Du
Fresnoy ... Since Translated Into Italian, with Considerable Additions. The Whole Made
English, with Variety of Improvements and Corrections ... Also, a Dissertation by Count
Scipio Maffei of Verona ...Peasants and SoldiersThe Management of the Venetian
Military Structure in the Mainland Dominion Between the 16th and 17th CenturiesTaylor
& Francis
At the heart of this volume is a concern with exploring levels of interaction between two
particular objects of study, islands on the one hand, and military orders on the other.
According to Fernand Braudel, islands are, ’often brutally’, caught ’between the two
opposite poles of archaism and innovation.’ What happened when these particular
environments interacted with the Military Orders? The various contributions in this
volume address this question from a variety of angles. 1291 was a significant year for
the main military orders: uprooted from their foundations in the Holy Land, they took
refuge on Cyprus and in the following years found themselves vulnerable to those who
questioned the validity of their continued existence. The Teutonic Order negated this by
successfully transferring their headquarters to Prussia; the Knights Templar, however,
faced suppression. Meanwhile, the Knights Hospitaller conquest of Rhodes assured
both their survival and independence. Islands are often, by definition, seen to be
embodiments of 'insularity', of an effort to be separate, distinct, cut-off. Military Orders
are, conversely, international in scope, nature and personnel, the 'first international
orders of the Church', as they have often been described. Therein lies the crux of the
matter: how did insular outposts and international institutions come together to forge
distinct and often successful experiments? Hospitaller Rhodes and Malta still impress
with their magnificent architectural heritage, but their success went beyond stone and
mortar and the story of islands and military orders, as will be clearly shown in this
volume, also goes beyond these two small islands. The interaction between the two
levels - insulation and internationalisation - and the interstices therein, created spaces
conducive to both dynamism and stability as military orders and islands adapted to
each other's demands, limitations and opportunities.
This volume provides new insights into the social and economic history of the region
along with the applicability of improved devices of analysis on the local level to issues
of taxation and demography in the wider areas of Ottoman Empire.
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Employing survey archaeology, excavation, ethnographic study, and
multinational archival work, the Shala Valley Project uncovered the many
powerful, creative ways whereby the men and women of Shala shaped their
world: through dynamic, world-systemic relationships with the powers that
surrounded but never fully conquered them. The Shala Valley Project presents
the highlanders, the malesore, in the full complexity of their lives, while also
unveiling a new, deeper history for the region--a history that reaches back to an
unexpected fortified Iron Age site. Light and Shadow tells many stories.
Archaeologists, historians, and students of tribes, of empires, of imperial-
indigenous relations, of blood feud, of kinship, of the built landscape, of world-
systems theory and sustainability science, and more, will find much here to
digest. The people of Shala, to which Light and Shadow is dedicated, may serve
as an example in our modern age, one in which persistent, tribal peoples still fight
for their survival, and seek to preserve some degree of independence from
capitalist economies bent on their incorporation.
This volume explores the concept of magnificence as a social construction in
seventeenth-century Europe.
The book series "Diplomatica" of the Don Juan Archiv Wien researches cultural
aspects of diplomacy and diplomatic history up to the nineteenth century. This
second volume of the series features the proceedings of the Don Juan Archiv's
symposium organized in March 2016 in cooperation with the University of Vienna
and Stvdivm fÆsvlancm to discuss the topic of gender from a diplomatic-
historical perspective, addressing questions of where women and men were
positioned in the diplomacy of the early modern world. Gender might not always
be the first topic that comes to mind when discussing international relations, but it
has a considerable bearing on diplomatic issues. Scholars have not left this field
of research unexplored, with a widening corpus of texts discussing modern
diplomacy and gender. Women appear regularly in diplomatic contexts. As for the
early modern world, ambassadorial positions were monopolized by men, yet
women could and did perform diplomatic roles, both officially and unofficially.
This is where the main focus of this volume lies. It features sixteen contributions
in the following four "acts": Women as Diplomatic Actors, The Diplomacy of
Queens, The Birth of the Ambassadress, and Stages for Male Diplomacy.
Contributions are by Wolfram Aichinger | Roberta Anderson | Annalisa Biagianti |
Osman Nihat Bi?gin | John Condren | Camille Desenclos | Ekaterina Domnina |
David García Cueto | María Concepción Gutiérrez Redondo | Armando Fabio
Ivaldi | Rocío Martínez López | Laura Mesotten | Laura Oliván Santaliestra |
Tracey A. Sowerby | Luis Tercero Casado | Pia Wallnig
Annually published since 1930, the International bibliography of Historical
Sciences (IBOHS) is an international bibliography of the most important historical
monographs and periodical articles published throughout the world, which deal
with history from the earliest to the most recent times. The works are arranged
systematically according to period, region or historical discipline, and within this
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classification alphabetically. The bibliography contains a geographical index and
indexes of persons and authors.
Practices of Diplomacy in the Early Modern World offers a new contribution to the
ongoing reassessment of early modern international relations and diplomatic
history. Divided into three parts, it provides an examination of diplomatic culture
from the Renaissance into the eighteenth century and presents the development
of diplomatic practices as more complex, multifarious and globally interconnected
than the traditional state-focussed, national paradigm allows. The volume
addresses three central and intertwined themes within early modern diplomacy:
who and what could claim diplomatic agency and in what circumstances; the
social and cultural contexts in which diplomacy was practised; and the role of
material culture in diplomatic exchange. Together the chapters provide a broad
geographical and chronological presentation of the development of diplomatic
practices and, through a strong focus on the processes and significance of
cultural exchanges between polities, demonstrate how it was possible for
diplomats to negotiate the cultural codes of the courts to which they were sent.
This exciting collection brings together new and established scholars of
diplomacy from different academic traditions. It will be essential reading for all
students of diplomatic history.
Early-modern Venice is predominantly remembered as a maritime power, yet
historians have become increasingly interested in its political and military
aspirations within the Italian mainland. Adding to the growing literature on this
subject, Giulio Ongaro’s book addresses the practical management of the
Venetian military apparatus in this period. Focusing on two provinces - Vicenza
and Brescia - he interrogates a broad spectrum of primary source documents
produced by these rural communities that illuminate Venetian military activities
between the mid-sixteenth century and the end of the War of Candia in 1670.
From the production of the saltpeter, the construction of the fortresses, the
supplying and the training of the rural militia and the quartering of troops, this
book shows how essential military activities were managed and overseen at the
local level. In so doing, it demonstrates how local autonomy over the
management of Venetian military apparatus - particularly from an economic point
of view - did not necessarily conflict with wider, ongoing processes of state
building or moves towards the centralization of particular public functions. Indeed
the state appeared to encourage local élites (initially urban, then rural) to take a
leading role in overseeing the localised management of military tasks. The result
was a system that both supported the resilience of the local economy (both public
and private), and which strengthened and improved the Republic's military
assets, allowing it to remain the only Italian state free from the domination of
European monarchies.
The Renaissance was a revolution of ideas, arts and sciences alike, with Italy at
its center. Venice was among the first states to embrace new concepts in
fortification, which would dominate military architecture for centuries. In the age
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of large galley fleets and an expanding Ottoman Empire, the mighty defenses of
the Republic of Venice protected faraway territories in the Mediterranean, and
some of the largest and best preserved Renaissance fortifications are found on
the former Venetian islands. This book illustrates in detail the impressive
defenses of Cyprus, Crete and Corfu, their design and their war record. Walled
towns and fortresses were constructed to the latest standards of military
technology, with walls capable of withstanding the largest armies and the longest
sieges, including the longest in history—22 years.
Crete has always attracted the interest of scholars in modern times not only
because of the archaeological discoveries of Sir Arthur Evans, but also because
of its rich history and the particular cultural traits and traditions resulting from the
fact that the island has been at the centre of geographical, cultural and religious
crossroads. The fifteen papers included in this volume explore original aspects of
the Cretan cultural and historical tradition, give original insights into already
established fields and underline from the vantage point of their own particular
discipline its distinctive character and impact. As a result of such a thematic
variety, this volume will be of interest not only to scholars and students of modern
Greek studies, but also Renaissance Studies, comparative literature, cultural and
social history and anthropology, and travel literature, as well as historical
linguistics and dialectology.
The volume is an ambitious attempt to give a comprehensive picture of trade in
captives along the European borders of the Ottoman Empire, especially in
Central Europe. It brings together a great deal of so far unpublished archival
material and thus integrates a new area into the research.
This is an important study of elite European noblemen who joined the Order of
Malta. The Order - functioning in parallel with the convents that absorbed the
surplus daughters of the nobility - provided a highly respectable outlet for sons
not earmarked for marriage. The process of becoming a Hospitaller was a semi-
structured one, involving clear-cut (if flexible) social and financial requirements on
the part of the candidate, and a mixture of formal and informal socialization into
the ways of the Order. Once enrolled, a Hospitaller became part of a very
hierarchical and ethnically mixed organisation, within which he could seek offices
and status. This process was delineated by a complex interaction of internal
factors - hierarchy, patriarchy and age - set within external mechanisms such as
papal patronage and interference. This book is innovative in its methodology,
drawing on a wide range of sources and applying historiographical approaches
not previously brought to bear on the Order.
Kennth M. Setton provides a brief survey of the Thirty Years' Was as part of the
background to Venetian relations with the Ottoman Empire. Having lost the island of
Crete to the Turks in the long war of 1645-1669, Venice renewed her warfare with the
Porte in 1684, this time as the ally of Austria after the Turkish failure to take Vienna the
preceding year. The Venetians now conquered the Peloponnesus (the "Morea"), and
occupied Athens, with the disastrous result that the Parthenon was destroyed, a
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tragedy which receives much attention in this book. This volume is to some exrtent a
continuation of the author's highly praised work on "The Papacy and the Levant" (also
published by the American Philosophical Society), which covers in four volumes the
period from the Fourth Crusade (1204) to the battle of Lepanto (1571), and goes
somewhat beyond.
This book gives an overview of the crucial events that took place during the passage
from the Ottoman to the Venetian rules in the Dalmatian hinterland during the Candian
and Morean Wars in the second half of the 17th century. The hinterland of the capital
city of the Venetian dual province of Dalmatia and Albania – the city of Zadar/Zara –
has been used here as a case study to depict all the changes relating to: inhabitation,
the appearance of settlements, changes in the populations and migrations, the forms
and models of administrative and political institutions, specific border economies and
the development of Venetian border areas through trade with the Ottomans alongside
agriculture in the contado. Studied here is how the city of Zadar, whose life was
organised as a typical coastal community like many in the Venetian Republic along with
its contado, managed to enlarge its territory and incorporate elements of Ottoman
political, administrative and cultural heritage along with thousands of Ottoman Christian
subjects.
Here Molly Greene moves beyond the hostile "Christian" versus "Muslim" divide that
has colored many historical interpretations of the early modern Mediterranean, and
reveals a society with a far richer set of cultural and social dynamics. She focuses on
Crete, which the Ottoman Empire wrested from Venetian control in 1669. Historians of
Europe have traditionally viewed the victory as a watershed, the final step in the Muslim
conquest of the eastern Mediterranean and the obliteration of Crete's thriving Latin-
based culture. But to what extent did the conquest actually change life on Crete?
Greene brings a new perspective to bear on this episode, and on the eastern
Mediterranean in general. She argues that no sharp divide separated the Venetian and
Ottoman eras because the Cretans were already part of a world where Latin Christians,
Muslims, and Eastern Orthodox Christians had been intermingling for several centuries,
particularly in the area of commerce. Greene also notes that the Ottoman conquest of
Crete represented not only the extension of Muslim rule to an island that once belonged
to a Christian power, but also the strengthening of Eastern Orthodoxy at the expense of
Latin Christianity, and ultimately the Orthodox reconquest of the eastern Mediterranean.
Greene concludes that despite their religious differences, both the Venetian Republic
and the Ottoman Empire represented the ancien régime in the Mediterranean, which
accounts for numerous similarities between Venetian and Ottoman Crete. The true
push for change in the region would come later from Northern Europe.
This book presents a lesser-known chapter of the cultural history of the Ottoman
Balkans, the world of its Catholic communities and institutions. Alongside Orthodox
Christians, Muslims and Jews, Catholics lived in nearly every area of the Balkan
Peninsula in the 16th and 17th centuries. The great religious revolution of the early
modern age, confessionalization, did not leave the Balkan Catholics untouched. Unlike
the Christian confessional states of Europe, the Ottoman Empire, with Islam as its state
religion, neither assisted nor impeded the formation of denominations, but put many
obstacles in the way of their institutional growth. The confessionalization of Catholics in
the European frontier regions of the Ottoman Empire thus resulted in a peripheral and
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unestablished Catholicism. This book explores the peculiarities of this local Catholic
confessionalization in the Balkans through a micro-analytical approach. The prime
objective of the book is to contribute – through an exploration of the history of the
Balkan Catholics – to the renewal of research into the early modern Mediterranean
world.
“His Words were Nourishment and his Counsel Food”: A Festschrift for David W.
Holton brings together essays on Greek literature from medieval romances to
postmodern fiction. It provides an illuminating first insight into the variety of Modern
Greek literature for the general reader, while also catering to more specialised students
and scholars with new research findings and close studies of individual texts. The
editors and authors, all former doctoral students of Professor Holton at Cambridge,
conceived this volume as a thanksgiving present to him on the occasion of his
retirement and as a collection which reflects the high quality and significance of Modern
Greek studies at the University of Cambridge. The essays explore themes ranging from
the erotic gaze and nightingales to cannibalism and dictatorships. Individual
contributions discuss the relationship of Greek works with French and Persian medieval
romances, the Italian Renaissance and German expressionism, and the influence of
Shakespeare on the best-known Modern Greek poet, C. P. Cavafy. Others explore the
interrelation of architecture and literature in the Cretan Renaissance masterpiece
Erotokritos, the influence of religious texts on Roidis’s Pope Joan, and the assimilation
of Byzantium into Greek historiography by intellectuals of Greek Romanticism. On a
more personal level, the reader will learn about the experiences of a British Victorian
woman translator in 1880s Athens, and the friendship between George Seferis and Sir
Steven Runciman. Cretan cities figure in three essays which investigate the literary and
historical context of the long Ottoman siege of Chandax in the seventeenth century and
issues of identity in the modern-day lives of Chania’s Greek and Turkish inhabitants.
Shifting notions of identity are further explored in the contemporary Greek novels of an
Albanian immigrant author. His Words were Nourishment demonstrates the remarkable
capacity of Greek literature to thrive within the context of cultural exchange and shifting
historical boundaries.
European Military Rivalry, 1500–1750: Fierce Pageant examines more than 200 years of
international rivalry across Western, Central, and Eastern Europe and the Mediterranean rim.
The book charts the increasing scale, expenditure and duration of early modern wars; the
impact of modern fortification on strategy and the movement of armies; the incidence of
guerrilla war and localized conflict typical of the French wars of religion; the recourse by
warlords to private financing of troops and supplies; and the creation of disciplined standing
armies and navies in the age of Absolutism, made possible by larger bureaucracies. In addition
to discussing key events and personalities of military rivalry during this period, the book
describes the operational mechanics of early modern warfare and the crucial role of taxation
and state borrowing. The relationship between the Christian West and the Ottoman Empire is
also extensively analysed. Drawing heavily upon international scholarship over the past half-
century, European Military Rivalry, 1500–1750: Fierce Pageant will be of great use to
undergraduate students studying military history and early modern Europe.
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