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The period between the French Revolution and the Second World War saw an
unprecedented proliferation of mapmaking and map reading across modern
European society. This book explores the age of cartophilia through the story of
mapmaking in the disputed French-German borderland of Alsace-Lorraine.
During the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, both French and Germans
claimed Alsace-Lorraine as part of their national territories, fighting several
bloody wars with each other that resulted in four changes to the borderland s
nationality. In the process, the contested territory became a mapmaker s
laboratory, a place subjected to multiple visual interpretations and competing
topographies. And the mapmakers were not just professional border surveyors
but rather people from all walks of life, including linguists, ethnographers,
historians, priests, and schoolteachers. Empowered by their access to affordable
new printing technologies and motivated by patriotic ideals, these popular
mapmakers redefined the meaning and purpose of European borders during the
age of nationalism."
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The COVID-19 pandemic is an unprecedented event for the European Union
(EU). While, throughout history, there has been a number of pandemics, national
economies were however not as intertwined as they are today. The measures
taken by EU Member States to contain the spread of the pandemic have
considerably impacted supply chains and markets throughout the Union.
Furthermore, for the first time, the enacted lockdown measures1 severely
impeded professional and private life of citizens. The initial measures
implemented by the Member States and the EU institutions to contain the
pandemic have exerted a strong influence on the European regions, differing
widely based on several factors, such as regional demography or employment
structure. Part 1 of this file note presents information on the spread of the
pandemic and the regional distribution of indicators, e.g. case numbers and the
capacity of healthcare systems to cope with the cases. Existing studies on the
territorial impact are reviewed and building on these insights, key indicators to
depict the sensitivity of a region towards the influence of the pandemic are
identified. This serves as a basis to conduct a Territorial Impact Assessment
(TIA) along the ESPON TIA Quick Check methodology in an interactive workshop
session. Part 2 of the file note presents the results of the conducted TIA
workshop, including the documentation of discussions between experts, the
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created impact maps as well as the formulated recommendations and policy
proposals.
Smart specialisation is the new policy approach to the development of regional
innovation systems across Europe and it involves fostering innovative and
entrepreneurial initiatives which are well tailored to the local context. The different
technologies, skills profiles, business activities, institutions and sectors which
reflect a region’s economic strengths and potential are to be fostered and
encouraged to diversify in ways which also exploit the region’s linkages with
broader global value-chains. Yet, the ideas contained in the smart specialisation
agenda have until now been primarily conceptual in nature. The Empirical and
Institutional Dimensions of Smart Specialisation draws together some of the
leading regional economists and scientists in Europe to analyse how smart
specialisation is working in practice. This book investigates different dimensions
of the agenda as it is developing across parts of Europe from both quantitative
and qualitative perspectives. The quantitative analysis examines the nature of the
diversification processes undertaken by regions and the interplay between the
chosen local regional development priorities and the wider global value-chain
impacts of these choices. Meanwhile, the qualitative analysis examines the
institutional opportunities and challenges facing policy makers and the key
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elements most likely to provide the underpinnings of a workable set of policy
settings. The book is aimed both at academic researchers interested in the
interface between economic geography and regional innovation systems as well
as at policy makers making public policy decisions related to regional
development at the local, city, regional or national levels.
The book is aimed at a wide audience, including academics, economic
geography, spatial planning and regional policy researchers, institutional leaders
and managers, national and institutional policy makers, practitioners,
administrators, master's and senior bachelor's students on related courses,
general readers. A list of courses and corresponding programmes in Geography,
Planning, Economics and Management will be prepared later.
Metropolitan Governance and Spatial Planning explores the relationship between
metropolitan decision-making and strategies to co-ordinate spatial policy. This
relationship is examined across 20 cities of Europe and the similarities and
differences analysed. Cities are having to formulate their urban policies in a very
complex and turbulent environment. They are faced with numerous new
pressures and problems and these often create contradictory conditions. The
book provides a theoretical framework for exploring these issues and links this to
a detailed investigation of each city. In the context of globalisation, cities in the
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last twenty years have experienced new patterns of activity and these usually
transcend political boundaries. The management of these changes therefore
requires an effort of co-ordination and different cities have found different
approaches. However the institutional setting itself has not remained static. The
nation states in Europe have handed over many responsibilities to the European
Union while also increasing devolution to regions and cities. Government has
therefore become a more complex multi-level activity. There has also been the
move from government to governance. Many different public, quasi-public and
private bodies are now involved in making decisions that affect urban
development. Metropolitan governance is therefore also a complex multi-actor
process. In these conditions of fragmented governance and the widening spatial
networking of urban development, the issue of policy co-ordination become ever
more important. The exploration of the 20 cities shows that many face similar
difficulties while some also provide interesting examples of innovative practice.
The book concludes that the way forward is to find strategies to link the different
spheres of metropolitan action through 'organising connectivity'.
This volume attempts to draw debates on governance, at both of these levels,
into spaces of cross-border regionalism in Europe today. Embodying both supranational and sub-national dynamics of contemporary forms of governance, crossPage 5/23
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border regions (or euregions) enable observation of the fitful progress and
contradictions of the multilevel polity that is contemporary Europe. Including case
studies from throughout the EU as exemplars of specific "border regimes", the
volume identifies the practical and theoretical importance of governing in
Europe's new cross-border territories as part of a newly reinvigorated 'regional
question'. In Europe's euregions, it is argued, issues of democracy, identity,
sovereignty, citizenship and scale must be rethought, when a border runs
through it. This book utilises a diversity of perspectives and a range of selected
case studies to examine modes of governance emerging across the nation-state
borders of Europe. It will interest students and researchers of European Union
borders.
Preface – Introduction 1 Heiderose Kilper “New Disparities in Spatial
Development in Europe” – several topics are included in both the title and theme
of the German Annual of Spatial Research and Policy for the Year 2009. We are
frst of all concerned with the concept of spatial disparities, which has its roots in
national spatial planning and spatial development policy. Regional development
as interregional equalisation policy, for example, is well-anchored in the German
constitution through fundamental legal standards and the division of powers
among the respective federal states. The “establishment of uniform living
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conditions within the federal territory” and “securing the uniformity of living
conditions beyond the borders of any single federal state” (Section 72 Paragraph
2 of German Basic Law [GG]) are expressly specifed as aims of government
action in the constitution of the Federal Republic of Germany. With the major
reform of Germany’s fnancial system in 1969 and incorporation of the joint task
“Improvement 1 of the Regional Economic Structure” in Section 91a of German
Basic Law [GG] interventions on the part of the federal government and the
wealthy federal states for the beneft of states and regions with less economic
success were legitimised in constitutional terms as well. All of this would be
inconceivable without the concept of spatial disparities.
'The rise of endogenous growth thinking has produced an understanding that the
national and in fact the global economy depends generally on supply side
initiatives that for the most part are driven at the local regional level. Focusing
endogenous forces at the regional level has become elemental in our thinking
about development and competitiveness at all levels. This book demonstrates
that building and testing "local after-crisis scenarios" before crises occur informs
policy and leadership at the critical flex points along the regional development
horizon.' Roger Stough, George Mason University, US This up-to-date and
insightful book presents post-crisis scenarios for European regions with new
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methodologies and tools to support quantitative assessment and foresight. The
aim is to develop regional forecasting methodologies and tools, appropriate to the
regional-local scale but consistent with a general EU-wide approach. This effort is
particularly important in a period of economic crisis, as an economic downturn
generates high uncertainty about the future of economic systems, and
consequently will determine the new winners and losers in a globalized world. An
interesting picture of diverse and alternative post-crisis territorial development
paths is provided for a case study of the Latin Arc countries (Spain, France and
Italy) and the Latin Arc Provinces Network, running along the Western
Mediterranean coast. Policy suggestions for the case study area are then built on
the scenario results. Spatial Scenarios in a Global Perspective will strongly
appeal to regional economists, economic geographers and policy makers as well
as students in regional economics, geography and international business.
"This book analyses the relationship between federalism and European integration, and in this
context examines the impact of Europeanization on the three EU member states that are
constitutionally federal: Belgium, Germany and Austria. The author chooses two theoretical
concepts - hierarchy and interdependence - to characterize certain institutional and structural
features of federal states. Her comparative analysis shows that European integration does
have an impact on federalism and that it is leading to growing institutional interdependence
between the levels of governance in all three states."--Back cover.
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Over the last 25 years there has been increasing pressure for the regions to assert their
authority. This publication is an overview of regional issues and cultural policy in Europe. It
looks at the relationship between cultural identity and a geographical area, regional autonomy,
cultural dynamics and administrative devolution of cultural affairs.
Regions in Europe explores the state of regional politics in an increasingly integrated Europe. It
argues that the predicted rise of increased political power at the regional level has failed to
materialise and is fraught with paradox. In doing so this study locates regions in relation to
European integration, globalisation, the nation state, local government, and comparative and
national perspectives. Using case studies of the main players in Europe including: * Germany *
France * UK * Italy * Spain * the Netherlands * Belgium. the contributors show how and why
European regions remain remarkably weak in European governance.
This work aims to present the most recent developments regarding territorial governance,
placing particular emphasis on rural and periurban areas. The reader will find information on
the processes of development of European regions, as well as on the behaviours and
strategies adopted by the different actors who live in these territories and contribute to the
latter's livelihood. The first part of the book analyses the structural changes in the modes of
production that have affected these territories. The second part addresses the questions of
methodology and of the structures of governance of local development in rural areas. The last
section makes an assessment of the geographical indications as tools of governance of local
agrifood chains. The book was written by economists, geographers, land use planners and
specialists of the questions of governance and management of rural and periurban areas.
Offices in Brussels representing the interests of regional actors in the EU have carved out a
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niche position within Europe's expanding multi-level political system. They are now the most
visible indicators of the growing role played by EU regions. How can we understand their
contribution to EU governance? What do they deliver to Europe's regions?
Intends to clarify the enterprise of European spatial planning. This book places emphasis on
the need for a understanding of the process of European integration in general. It points at the
middle range theories that used concepts that were showing similarity to those that academics
were accustomed to, such as networks, discourses and governance.
A new 21st century urban phenomenon is emerging: the networked polycentric mega-city
region. Developed around one or more cities of global status, it is characterized by a cluster of
cities and towns, physically separate but intensively networked in a complex spatial division of
labour. This book describes and analyses eight such regions in North West Europe. For the
first time, this work shows how businesses interrelate and communicate in geographical space
- within each region, between them, and with the wider world. It goes on to demonstrate the
profound consequences for spatial planning and regional development in Europe - and, by
implication, other similar urban regions of the world. The Polycentric Metropolis introduces the
concept of a mega-city region, analyses its characteristics, examines the issues surrounding
regional identities, and discusses policy ramifications and outcomes for infrastructure, transport
systems and regulation. Packed with high quality maps, case study data and written in a clear
style by highly experienced authors, this will be an insightful and significant analysis suitable
for professionals in urban planning and policy, environmental consultancies, business and
investment communities, technical libraries, and students in urban studies, geography,
economics and town/spatial planning.
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This edited volume describes the spatial diffusion of knowledge and innovation using a large
dataset at the regional level, and presents scientific evidence on the role of knowledge and
innovation on regional development. The empirical results support a new design for innovation
policies at the regional level, which could help the European Union to achieve the targets set
up in its 2020 Agenda. Today, financial capital, general information, consolidated technologies
and codified knowledge are readily available virtually everywhere. However, the ability to
organize these ‘pervasive’ factors into continuously innovative production processes and
products is by no means pervasive and generalized; rather, it exists selectively only in some
places where tacit knowledge is continuously created, exchanged and utilized and business
ideas find their way to real markets. Territorial Patterns of Innovation provides evidence that,
contrary to popular belief, local knowledge intensity does not necessarily guarantee higher
innovation performance. Moreover, the book shows that the growth benefits deriving from
innovation do not necessarily match the strength of the formal local knowledge base, and that
regions innovating in the absence of a strong local knowledge base can be as successful as
more knowledge-intensive regions in turning innovation into a higher growth rate. Together, the
contributions in this book offer a new understanding of the relationship between knowledge,
innovation and regional performance by delving beyond generally held beliefs. It will be of
value to regional scientists, industrial economists and policymakers.

Tanja Börzel argues that the effect of Europeanization on the politics and
institutions of the EU's member states depends on the degree of conflict between
European and domestic norms and rules. This book examines the relationship
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between the central state and regions in Germany and Spain, showing how
Europeanization has served to weaken the powers of the regions. In both
countries, the regions were forced to cooperate more closely with the centre, but
the institutional impact in the two countries has been strikingly different. In
Germany the existing cooperative Federal system was reinforced, but in Spain
the traditional competitive relationship between the levels of government could
not continue. Europeanization has led to a significant change in the pattern of
Spanish politics, turning rivalry into cooperation. This book thus presents an
important analysis of the impact of Europeanization on domestic politics, and on
the relationship between states and regions in particular.
Europe, Regions and European Regionalism examines the political role of
regions and regionalism within contemporary Europe. Offering an up-to-date
analysis of regionalism with a broad empirical scope, this book explores regions
and regionalism in the period after the substantial enlargements of the European
Union.
The European space is marked by the recent beginning of the dualism nationregion. In it the cities take on a fundamental role because their success becomes
the success of the territories around. Manuel Castell has maintained that the city
is the social structure in which any territorial phenomena (from the economical
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development processes to the relations between classes or ethnic groups, from
the public intervention to the financial accumulation) takes on its bigger strength
because in it are concentrated the focusing in the territorial transformations.
Obvious the cities are not the same, for physical or functional dimension; besides
every innovation adds and modifies the relational system previously created. Aim
of the paper is to analyse the factors generating the urban hierarchies to the
European level and the impact on it of the new high velocity nets. In the first
section it is carried out a reading/analysis of the hierarchies in the urban
European system, as outlined in a series of studies. The second section analyses
the role of the communication infrastructures in the building of the hierarchies
and, in the third, is deepen the impact of the building of European high speed
network on the fluctuations in the cities hierarchy. The paper asserts that the
hierarchy is influenced by the growing of this infrastructure only for the second
level positions, while the head positions are not influenced by it. One of the
possible conclusion is that in a mature situation as the European territorial
system, the urban structure seems to be well organized around poles with a
strong persistence. This does not mean that a city could not climb the
hierarchies, although this is possible only if a number of preconditions and of
support policies are verified and with the remarks that this does not seem to
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affect the head positions, characterized by large stability.
We live in the era of the knowledge-based economy, and this has major
implications for the ways in which states, cities and even supranational political
units are spatially planned, governed and developed. In this book, Sami Moisio
delves deeply into the links between the knowledge-based economy and
geopolitics, examining a wide range of themes, including city geopolitics and the
university as a geopolitical site. Overall, this work shows that knowledge-based
"economization" can be understood as a geopolitical process that produces
territories of wealth, security, power and belonging. This book will prove
enlightening to students, researchers and policymakers in the fields of human
geography, urban studies, spatial planning, political science and international
relations.
Examining the current trends in regional economic development in Europe,
Restructuring Industry and Territory explores ways in which the restructuring of
industry and territorial development relate to each other, their emergent
interdependency and role in economic development. The book argues that the
structural and cultural features of regions play an important part in helping or
hindering concerted policies for regional development. Using case studies from
different industries in a variety of regions, the contributors show that the
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pressures for restructuring, such as internationalisation or even 'globalisation',
have been mediated by formerly nationally rooted industries in Europe becoming
increasingly integrated, due to the ongoing processes of technological and
organisational innovation, and political regulation.
This is the second of five ambitious volumes theorizing the structure of
governance above and below the central state. This book is written for those
interested in the character, causes, and consequences of governance within the
state. The book argues that jurisdictional design is shaped by the functional
pressures that arise from the logic of scale in providing public goods and by the
preferences that people have regarding self-government. The first has to do with
the character of the public goods provided by government: their scale economies,
externalities, and informational asymmetries. The second has to do with how
people conceive and construct the groups to which they feel themselves
belonging. In this book, the authors demonstrate that scale and community are
principles that can help explain some basic features of governance, including the
growth of multiple tiers over the past six decades, how jurisdictions are designed,
why governance within the state has become differentiated, and the extent to
which regions exert authority. The authors propose a postfunctionalist theory
which rejects the notion that form follows function, and argue that whilst
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functional pressures are enduring, one must engage human passions regarding
self-rule to explain variation in the structures of rule over time and around the
world. Transformations in Governance is a major new academic book series from
Oxford University Press. It is designed to accommodate the impressive growth of
research in comparative politics, international relations, public policy, federalism,
environmental and urban studies concerned with the dispersion of authority from
central states up to supranational institutions, down to subnational governments,
and side-ways to public-private networks. It brings together work that significantly
advances our understanding of the organization, causes, and consequences of
multilevel and complex governance. The series is selective, containing annually a
small number of books of exceptionally high quality by leading and emerging
scholars. The series targets mainly single-authored or co-authored work, but it is
pluralistic in terms of disciplinary specialization, research design, method, and
geographical scope. Case studies as well as comparative studies, historical as
well as contemporary studies, and studies with a national, regional, or
international focus are all central to its aims. Authors use qualitative, quantitative,
formal modeling, or mixed methods. A trade mark of the books is that they
combine scholarly rigour with readable prose and an attractive production style.
The series is edited by Liesbet Hooghe and Gary Marks of the University of North
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Carolina, Chapel Hill, and the VU Amsterdam, and Walter Mattli of the University
of Oxford.
This book investigates the EU’s regional growth dynamics and, in particular, the
reasons why peripheral and socio-economically disadvantaged areas have
persistently failed to catch up with the rest of the Union. It shows that the
capability of the knowledge-based growth model to deliver its expected benefits
to these areas crucially depends on tackling a specific set of socio-institutional
factors which prevents innovation from being effectively translated into economic
growth. The book takes an eclectic approach to the territorial genesis of
innovation and regional growth by combining different theoretical strands into one
model of empirical analysis covering the whole EU-25. An in-depth comparative
analysis with the United States is also included, providing significant insights into
the distinctive features of the European process of innovation and its territorial
determinants. The evidence produced in the book is extensively applied to the
analysis of EU development policies.
The Territorial Review of Greece offers analysis and policy guidance to
strengthen regional development and well-being. It examines Greece’s regional
development framework, the EU Cohesion policy and multilevel governance in
Greece. Since the global financial crisis, Greece has undertaken an impressive
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number of structural reforms. Recovery initiated in 2017 but the current
COVID-19 pandemic is slowing down Greece’s efforts.
1862.186
Twenty-five years into transformation, Central and Eastern European regions have undergone
substantial socio-economic restructuring, integrating into European and global networks and
producing new patterns of regional differentiation and development. Yet post-socialist
modernisation has not been without its contradictions, manifesting in increasing social and
territorial inequalities. Recent studies also suggest there are apparent limits to post-socialist
growth models, accompanying a new set of challenges within an increasingly uncertain world.
Aiming to deliver a new synthesis of regional development issues at the crossroads between
‘post-socialism’ and ‘post-transition’, this book identifies the main driving forces of spatial
restructuring in Central and Eastern Europe, and charts the different regional development
paths which take shape against the backdrop of post-crisis Europe. A comparative approach is
used to highlight common development challenges and the underlying patterns of socioeconomic differentiation alike. The issues investigated within the Handbook extend to a
discussion of the varied economic consequences of transition, the social structures and
institutional systems which underpin development processes, and the broadly understood
sustainability of Central and Eastern Europe’s current development model. This book will be of
interest to academics and policymakers working in the fields of regional studies, economic
geography, development studies and policy.
Second-rank cities are back on the academic scene, capturing the interest of scholars with
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their unexpected recent performance with respect to first-rank cities. Looking at the data on
average urban GDP growth in 139 European cities since 1996, the relatively strong position of
large cities (over 1.5 million inhabitants) on national growth coincides with the periods of
fastest expansion, while at times of slowdown second-rank cities prevail. Especially in the
recent period of economic downturn, second-rank cities have recorded annual GDP growth
rates much less negative than those of capital cities; and in some European countries, like
Austria and Germany, all cities have outperformed their capitals. In explaining this
phenomenon, linking urban dynamics to agglomeration theories seems the most interesting
approach. However, merely to link agglomeration economies to urban size in order to interpret
urban performance is neither convincing nor sufficient, and it calls for additional investigation
into how agglomeration economies work. This volume claims that interpretation of the current
dynamics in European urban systems – especially in the western part of Europe – would
benefit from exploitation of the traditional concept of agglomeration economies. However,
necessary for this purpose are more in-depth considerations on the nature, scope, intensity,
and causes of agglomeration economies which do not relate their existence solely to urban
size. And this is where the main challenge for scholars lies, in the interpretation of the missing
link between agglomeration economies and urban dynamics. This book was originally
published as a special issue of European Planning Studies.
This new international Handbook provides the reader with the most up-to-date and original
viewpoints on critical debates relating to the rapidly transforming geographies of regions and
territories, as well as related key concepts such as place, scale, networks and regionalism.
Bringing together renowned specialists who have extensively theorized these spatial concepts
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and contributed to rich empirical research in disciplines such as geography, sociology, political
science and IR studies, this interdisciplinary collection offers fresh, cutting-edge, and
contextual insights on the significance of regions and territories in today’s dynamic world.
European Regions is a comparative and historical reference handbook with accompanying CDROM, giving comprehensive coverage of territorial regions throughout the whole of Europe in
the period 1870-2000. The work provides a systematic presentation of state formation and
boundary-building, their territorial structure and political-administrative status of regions for
each of the 23 countries covered. In addition, the CD-ROM contains a complete set of digital
regional maps in GIS format for the single countries and Europe as a whole for various points
in time (usually 10 year intervals).
By propagating a specific ideal of the 'European City', the European Union significantly
influences development policy in the continent's urban regions. Officially, the EU does not have
a remit to do so, but the future of its cities is is seen as crucially important for the future of the
Union itself. The EU Commission has therefore favoured strategically a 'multi-governance'
model for urban development, which has gradually increased the influence of local and
regional 'actors' on national urban policies - mediated by an extensive lobby and 'discourse
network' largely under the supranational Commission's guidance. The Dossier outlines how
this strategy developed from the 1990s onwards, culminating in the 2016 'Pact of Amsterdam'.
It presents an analysis of all relevant documents of the last three decades, describes the main
'actors' of EU urban development and traces the 'consensual method' of urban policy in
contemporary Europe. It also presents an overview of practically all EU-financed or co-funded
projects in European cities since the 1990s and their rationales of EU cohesion, environmental
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and climate change mitigation policies in favour of urban-regional development.
Urban and regional development in the Baltic States and other Central and Eastern European
countries has experienced rapid changes since their re-independence at the beginning of the
1990s. Meanwhile, urban and regional planning institutions and organizational cultures in the
Baltic States have only changed rather incrementally, despite various national and European
pressures for reform. As a consequence, the effects of European cohesion and structural
policy measures have been quite modest, and the ability of the planning systems in the Baltic
states to manage contemporary trends in urban and regional development has become
increasingly limited. This book focuses on these issues and tensions of spatial planning and
development in the Baltic States and their distinctiveness compared to other European
countries. It provides an overview of the historical and cultural context of spatial development,
a discussion of the processes of Europeanization of spatial planning in the specific context of
the Baltic States, and an analysis of whether these processes may be leading to policy
convergence in the region. This book was published as a special issue of European Planning
Studies.
European RegionsThe Territorial Structure of Europe since 1870Palgrave Macmillan
Edited by three European editors and spanning across Europe, this excellent study focuses on
the effects of the European integration process on the inter-regional division of labour in both
western and Eastern European countries. Using extensive empirical analysis of the changes of
regional specialization over a period of two decades, observing its causes and consequences
the authors show economic integration as a relocation of resources across sectors and space.
The authors argue that the resulting challenge to both regional and social cohesion in the
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enlarged European Union may require a reorientation of cohesion policy at European, national
and local levels. Disaggregated national data sets with respect to both the sectoral and spatial
levels are combined with an analysis of both regional structural change and the role of foreign
direct investment in this process. This book will be of great interest to post graduate students
and researchers interested in international trade and regional economics as well as policy
makers engaged with regional and structural changes at both a European and national level.
Governance of Europe's City Regions considers the changing role of the European Union in
regional issues, explores how national governments have become increasingly involved at the
regional scale and examines the constitutional and political contexts in which regional and local
governments operate. Detailed case studies of regionals in Germany and England illustrate
contrasts in European approaches to the scale of government, and the complex interactions of
international, national, regional and local scales of policy intervention. The book offers a unique
perspective, which links together an analysis of both regional Europe and the local economic
and political factors that shape successful regions.
The role of regions in the European Union has been frequently debated since the 1980s. This
comprehensive book provides a thorough overview of the issue from a variety of perspectives,
analysing regional governance and territorial dynamics in the EU and its member states.
Focusing on the implications of the democratisation–regionalisation nexus, it argues that a
‘Europe with the regions’ may promote good governance and ameliorate the democratic
deficits of the EU.
The last 50 years has seen the rise across Europe of a new intermediate level of government
and politics, usually referred to as a region. However, the term region means many different
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things and can be approached from many different angles - geographical, historical, cultural,
social, economic and political.
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