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Covering the political, social and historical background of each language,
Dictionary of Languages offers a unique insight into human culture and
communication. Every language with official status is included, as well as all
those that have a written literature and 175 'minor' languages with special
historical or anthropological interest. We see how, with the rapidly increasing
uniformity of our culture as media's influence spreads, more languages have
become extinct or are under threat of extinction. The text is highlighted by maps
and charts of scripts, while proverbs, anecdotes and quotations reveal the
features that make a language unique.
Facsimile of extremely rare 1794 edition of von Steuben's basic manual of
military training and procedure — the official U.S. military guide until 1812.
Formation of a company, marching, firings, inspection, more. 8 black-and-white
illustrations.
Between December 1941 and May 1942, the British Empire suffered a series of
humiliating defeats in the Far East. Three years later the Japanese were
defeated by British and Commonwealth forces at Kohima and Imphal and in the
battles for Burma. This transformation in the fortunes was in large part due to the
development of jungle warfare doctrine and the resulting improvements in
training, tactics and equipment. This book examines British Army conventional
forces that fought in the Far East, showing how the dissemination of doctrine
improved training, and helped 14th Army's infantry divisions secure victory.
This series provides a fast track for publication of suitable papers from
international contributors. The papers are chosen on the basis of abstracts
submitted to a selection pannel in the autumn prior to the conference. IN addition
to mainstream ergonomists and human factor specialists, contemporary
ergonomicswill appeal to all those who have an interest in peoples interaction
with their working and leisure environment including: designers, manufacturing
and production engineers, health and safety specialists, organisational, applied
and engineering psychologists.
Describes the wars, campaigns, battles, and leaders of the British army during
the Victorian era.
Airborne assault was one of the great innovations of the 1930s and 1940s,
adding a new ‘vertical’ dimension to infantry warfare. By the onset of World War II
in 1939, Germany, Italy and Russia were already advanced in their development
of paratrooper units. Germany in particular demonstrated the tactical shock of
paratroopers in Western Europe in 1940 and, most spectacularly, in Crete in
1941, galvanizing the UK and the United States to expand and train their own
airborne forces, which they unleashed in 1943–45. The Allied paratrooper drops
on D-Day (6 June 1944) and those of Operation Market Garden (17–25
September 1944) were the stuff of legend, huge in scale and ambition, but both
Allied and Axis paratroopers were deployed in numerous other actions, including
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special forces raids. It quickly became apparent that the physical and tactical
demands placed upon paratroopers required men of exceptional stamina,
courage and intelligence. To create these soldiers, levels of training were
unusually punishing and protracted, and those who came through to take their
‘wings’ were a true elite. Casemate’s The Paratrooper Training Pocket Manual
1939–1945 provides an unusually detailed insight into what it took to make a
military paratrooper, and how he was then utilized in actions where expected
survival might be measured in a matter of days. Using archive material from
British, US, German and other primary sources, many never before published,
the book explains paratrooper theory, training, and practice in detail. The content
includes: details of the physical training, instruction in static-line parachute
deployment, handling the various types of parachutes and harnesses, landing on
dangerous terrain, small-arms handling, airborne deployment of heavier combat
equipment, landing in hostile drop zones, tactics in the first minutes of landing,
radio comms, and much more. Featuring original manual diagrams and
illustrations, plus new introductory text explaining the history and context of
airborne warfare, The Paratrooper Training Pocket Manual 1939–1945 provides
a detailed insight into the principles and practice of this unique type of combat
soldier.
The volumes in this set, originally published between 1967 and 2011, available
as ebooks for the first time, include succinct, accessible books on two of the most
important periods of American history which offer concise treatment of these
major historical topics, as well as some lengthier, finest single-volume studies of
the American Civil and Revolutionary Wars ever written and an outstanding
reference tool in a 2 volume Encyclopedia. Among other things they: Bring
central themes and problems into sharper focus. Discuss the pivotal roles played
by Benjamin Franklin and Abraham Lincoln. Examine the role of medical doctors
in the northern campaigns during the revolutionary war. Elucidate the character
of the underlying moral and political problem of slavery. Discuss the social and
political experience of the civil war whilst examining the centrality of what
happened on the battlefield. Evaluate the legacy of the Civil War for America and
for the world and emphasize its relationship to many of the dominating themes of
modern history – democracy, freedom, equality and nationalism.
A comprehensive collection of biographies of the most prominent military leaders in
American history. * 422 A-Z biographies highlight each individual's background,
contributions, and significance to America's fortunes in war * Illustrated * Cites works
for further research and includes a list of leaders organized by their military titles
The militiaman of 1775 evolved into the regular soldier of 1783 because Americans
changed their perception as to what constituted military preparedness. Political
pamphlets and religious sermons had readied the colonists emotionally and
intellectually to take up arms against the British. But their militia’s training which
stressed musket drill was inadequate and prepared them only for battle. During 1776
and 1777 Washington attempted to correct the soldiers’ deficiencies and used his
General Orders to train the Continental Army for war. After 1778 Washington was
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assisted by Steuben, who as the army’s Inspector General stressed uniformity in drill
and maneuver, as well as emphasizing the maintenance of equipment. Steuben’s and
Washington’s efforts transformed the soldiers of the Continental Army into competent
professionals who were able to engage successfully their European counterparts in
battle while sustaining themselves in a war.
“The hitherto forgotten story of the development of the regimental band, mainly
drummers and buglers. A rare piece of social history” (Books Monthly). The
Instruments of Battle examines in detail the development and role of the British Army’s
fighting drummers and buglers, from the time of the foundation of the army up to the
present day. While their principal weapon of war was the drum and bugle—and the
fife—these men and boys were not musicians as such, but fighting soldiers who took
their place in the front line. The origins of the drum and bugle in the classical period and
the later influence of Islamic armies are examined, leading to the arrival of the drum
and fife in early Tudor England. The story proper picks up post-English Civil War. The
drum’s period of supremacy through much of the eighteenth-century army is surveyed,
and certain myths as to its use are dispelled. The bugle rapidly superseded the drum
for field use in the nineteenth century—until developments on the battlefield consigned
these instruments largely to barrack life and the parade ground. But there are surprising
examples of the use of the bugle in the field through both world wars as the story is
brought up to modern day and the instruments’ relegation to an almost exclusively
ceremonial role. This is all set against a background of campaigns, battles, changing
tactical methods, and the difficult processes of command and control on the battlefield.
Interwoven is relevant comparison with other armies, particularly American and French.
Stories of the drummers and buglers themselves provide social context to their place in
the army.
"This book so condenses and systematizes general military instruction and the work
done at Plattsburg so that it may be easily utilized in training other troops. No broad
claim for originality is made except in the arrangement of all available material; the
bibliography makes acknowledgment to all texts so utilized. Besides bringing helpful
reminders to new officers regarding the elements of modern warfare, much of the
material will be found of radical importance, as it is practically new and never before
condensed. " -Introduction
In 1804 Serjeant William Weddeburne wrote his manual on the instruction of light
infantry and rifle soldiers. He states in the preface that his intention was to instruct
those volunteer forces who had assembled as auxiliaries to support the regular army in
the event of invasion by the French. He used the system of training adopted by the 95th
rifles on its formation. This book describes Weddeburne's service in the army, his
subsequent life and a history of Weeley barracks where he wrote his book. A full text of
this famously elusive manuscript is included, with an analysis of its place in the early
development of light infantry training and tactics.
A very engrossing tale set during the British era. It is a fast moving narrative with
humour and anecdotes of the Indian subcontinent and the British ruling class. The story
revolves around an innocent heist carried out by a group of simple Indian soldiers to
save their honour and in so doing a real life hero emerges who leads an attack
successfully during World War II and puts an entire beach, in Indonesia, in the laps of
his English masters. After the war he sweeps an heiress, who is a surviving passenger
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of the ill fated HMS Titanic, off her feet and into his arms. The misdemeanour enacted
by the soldiers remains ensconced in secrecy for a decade and half. However, due to a
string of circumstances, the perpetuaters are cajoled into revealing the misdeed during
a drinking binge in a grand hotel setting in New Delhi ten years after India's
independence in a chance encounter with their erstwhile pre-independence British
officers. Since the mystery is revealed only in the last few pages of the book, the reader
remains rivetted to the novel and is kept spellbound through out.
The situation in Europe in 1914 was electric, and war was inevitable. In the UK the
British Army went through its training in the safe knowledge that it had never suffered
defeat in Europe. This manual contains all that was taught to infantrymen, section
commanders and many junior officers before they were sent to France When it arrived
in France the British Army was a well trained and quite well equipped force,capable
with the support of its Allies of fighting the Germans to a standstill, which it did in the
autumn of 1914. The reason the British Army was so good is shown in this manual, for
an army trained to the standards given in this manualt had to be effective. The manual
covers both the drill square movements, intended to create the camaraderie and esprit
de corps for which the army was famous, and a detailed section on field operations,
both attack and defence. Trenches are covered (in a small way), as are machine guns.
Of particular interest are the sections covering machine guns in battle, and fighting in
close country, woods and villages. The manual is well illustrated with 18 plates and
there is a very helpful glossary of military terms.
It is an honor for us to introduce this collection of essays, which is dedicated to an old
friend and colleague who is no longer with us. It is an honor, but also a pleasure
because we feel like continuing a dialogue with Jürgen; one that has never broken
down over the years, revisiting and recalling the diff- ent places and occasions where
we met, discussed, collaborated and had fun. We, that is, Giuseppe Caforio,
Christopher Dandeker and Gerhard Kümmel who have been friends and/or colleagues
of and research collaborators with Jürgen and who represent three prominent
institutions and organizations with which Jürgen worked, felt that this book is something
we owe to Jürgen and we are grateful that many people who at different times and at
different places had contact with Jürgen and his work were willing to contribute a
chapter to this anthology. Most of Jürgen’s studies, professional work and research
activities took place at the Bundeswehr Institute of Social Sciences (SOWI). Jürgen,
born in 1938, had joined the Bundeswehr in 1957 and had already worked at the
SOWI’s predecessor institution, the Scientific Institute for Education in the Armed
Forces from 1971 onwards after having finished his university? st- ies. Since this
institute was renamed SOWI in 1974, Jürgen belonged to the first generation of
researchers that worked at the SOWI.
Readers who never served in the Irish Guards and have little idea what went on behind
barrack walls, may find some of the terms used and the events and the incidents they
describe a little strange. But they will surely recognise the strand that runs through all
the contributions with our Motto ‘QUIS SEPARABIT’ (Who shall separate us). The
meaning of those words are something valuable. Let us share with you the experiences
we had that are part of who we are now.
Known affectionately as ‘Dad’s Army’, the Home Guard was Britain’s very serious
attempt to protect our shores from invasion by Nazi Germany in the Second World War.
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In the ‘Spitfire summer’ of 1940, all that the 16 million unpaid, untrained part-timers of
the Local Defence Volunteers (as the organisation was originally called) wanted was a
service rifle for each man, but even that was too much for a country threatened by
defeat to provide. Britain’s Final Defence is the first book to explore the efforts made to
arm the home defence force between 1940 and 1944 and describe the full range of
weaponry available for Britain’s last stand against invading Axis forces.
Gregory J.W. Urwin narrates the history of American infantrymen from their colonial
origins through the War of 1812, the Mexican War, Civil War, the Indian Wars, the
Spanish-American War, and finally to their painful coming of age in 1918, as a worldclass combat force on the fields of France in World War I.
“Looks at British infantry doctrine . . . from the British Civil Wars of the seventeenth
century up to just before the American War of Independence.”—British Civil Wars Blog
In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the British Army’s victories over the
French at battles such as Blenheim in 1704, Minden and Quebec in 1759, and over the
Jacobites at Culloden in 1746, were largely credited to its infantry’s particularly
effective and deadly firepower. For the first time, David Blackmore has gone back to
original drill manuals and other contemporary sources to discover the reasons behind
this. This book employs an approach that starts by considering the procedures and
practices of soldiers in a given period and analyzes those in order to understand how
things were done and, in turn, why events unfolded as they did. In doing so, Blackmore
has discovered a specifically British set of tactics, which created this effectiveness and
allowed it to be maintained over such a long period, correcting many of the
misconceptions about British infantry firepower in the age of the musket and linear
warfare in a major new contribution to our understanding of an important period of
British military history. “Essential reading for anyone interested in the British army of
the 17th and 18th centuries.”—Military History Monthly
Soon after the beginning of the 'Great War', Sir Robert Baden-Powell published his 9th
military title, Quick Training For War, as his personal contribution to the British war
effort. Having previously retired from service in 1910 to promote the Scouting
movement, this short manual promoted his ideas for preparing new recruits to be smart
and efficient soldiers. In contrast to the long established British army training regime of
pomp, stark discipline and 'marching round the square' drill; he urges instead a focus
on the "Four C's" : Courage, Common Sense, Cunning, Cheerfulness as a way of more
realistically training recruits to better meet the rigors and reality of modern combat.
Drawing heavily on his own combat experiences in India and Africa, he outlines a clear
and simple course of study to help the new soldier develop his field skills and spirit. His
noting of the superior Boer use of earthworks/trench fortifications certainly seem to
have been proved topical and forward-thinking considering how trench warfare became
the defining characteristic of the World War One battlefield. Each chapter includes
many personal anecdotes to illustrate his theories on best training practices. This
booklet is well written and interesting for any student of military history, particularly
those with an interest in how war-fighting practices and mindset changed radically from
the early 1900's and forward. It features 18 illustrations by Baden-Powell as well. It
makes a great companion read to his 1899 book on reconnaissance training, Aids to
Scouting. (also available at Google Play)
The Soldier's CompanionContaining Instructions for the Drill, Manual, and Platoon
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Exercise, as Commanded by His Majesty. Intended for the Use of the Volunteers of this
Country: to which is Prefixed a Few Observations on First Forming a Military Corps.
Ornamented with Figures of the Various Positions of a Soldier Under Arms.
Respectfully Dedicated to His Royal Highness the Duke of York, Commander in Chief
of the British Army, &cMilitary Training in the British Army, 1940-1944From Dunkirk to DDayRoutledge
In 1812, less than forty years after breaking from Britain, the United States found itself in
another war with its former colonial master. Now, during the two hundredth anniversary of the
War of 1812 comes Neither Victor nor Vanquished, William Weber's reappraisal of this critical
but frequently misunderstood conflict.
The American Revolution presented a series of unique tactical challenges to its competing
factions. For Britain, the Army would be forced to re-learn many of the lessons from the Seven
Years' War. After the debacle of Concord and Bunker Hill, the British implemented a range of
changes throughout the Army, including the modification of accepted tactical doctrine.
Additionally, the British formed alliances with various independent German states. The soldiers
they provided thus answered to different armies. How much their tactics adapted during the
war, therefore varied from state to state. The Continental Army was founded in 1775 and was
initially heavily styled on its British opponents. That began to change in 1778 thanks to the
efforts of Prussian officer Baron Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben. Following their formal alliance
with the colonies in 1778, France deployed military assets to North America. French officers
also provided tactical advice to the Continental Army, and vice versa, particularly when they
worked together successfully during the siege of Yorktown in 1781. Featuring specially
commissioned artwork, this absorbing study investigates the various participants' battlefield
tactics, casting light on how tactical theory and battlefield experience shaped the conduct of
battle in the American Revolution.
Virginia saw significant action during the War of 1812, from the Chesapeake-Leopard Affair to
the defense of Norfolk against British invaders. Many Virginians supported the struggle for
independence from Great Britain--others vehemently opposed "Mr. Madison's War." A largely
forgotten conflict, the war played an important role in the history of the United States. While
comprehensive histories of the war are few, there is a positive lack of state-focused studies.
Drawing on extensive primary and secondary sources, the author provides an in-depth portrait
of the "Old Dominion" at war in the early years of the nation's history.
Saul David's All The King's Men is a thrilling history of the British Redcoat from the English
Civil War to Waterloo. Between 1660 and 1815 British supremacy on foreign soil was near
total. Central to this success was the humble redcoat soldier who showed heroism in battle and
stoicism in peace, despite appalling treatment. This is their story: of brutal discipline and
inedible food, of loyalty and low pay, of barracks and battlefield - of victory, defeat, life and
death. Praise for All The King's Men: 'An extraordinary story, packed with drama, incident and
great characters...All The King's Men is all you could hope for...Quite an achievement', Patrick
Bishop, Country Life 'A heady mixture of heroism, incompetence, devilish tactics and plain
good luck', Sunday Times 'Filled with swashbuckling derring-do, the reek of blood and
gunpowder, combined with shrewd analysis of power, war and psychology', Simon Sebag
Montefiore Saul David is Professor of War Studies at the University of Buckingham and the
author of several critically acclaimed books, including The Indian Mutiny: 1857, Zulu and, most
recently, Victoria's Wars: The Rise of Empire. He recently presented 'Bullets, Boots and
Bandages' for BBC 4 and is a regular contributor to Radio 4.
In this study, the author traces the reasons for the British Army's tactical weakness in Normany
to flaws in its training in Britain. The armour suffered from failures of experience.
Disagreements between General Montgomery and the War Office exacerbated matters.
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Excerpts from the many unofficial “manuals” avidly bought by members of the British Home
Guard desperate to prepare for invasion during World War II. How would you clear a stoppage
on a Bren Gun while in action? What is the most effective way to clear a wood of enemy
forces? How best could you counter a landing by enemy airborne forces in your area? What
measure can you take to help ensure accurate rifle fire at night? What qualities should you look
for when selecting a patrol commander? Just a few of the practical questions posed—and
answered—in the selection of publications included in The Home Guard Training Pocket
Manual. Numerous manuals and training pamphlets were privately published during World War
II to supplement the slim official Home Guard manual produced by the War Office. Covering
everything from patrolling, night fighting, drill and small arms proficiency to the legal powers of
the Home Guard, these manuals were welcomed by the men of local Home Guard units keen
to do everything possible to prepare for possible invasion—when they would be the first line of
defense. This pocket manual collates a selection of material from these fascinating
publications, often written by serving soldiers and reprinted multiple times due to demand.
The final meeting of Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr took place in in 1804. It ended with
Burr mortally wounding Hamilton in a duel. Hamilton and Burr first met in 1776, during the
American Revolution. Their wartime experiences would shape their lives as Colonel Hamilton
and Colonel Burr recounts. They were both young American officers at the time working to
defend New York City against a British attack. Burr was a tough Revolutionary War combat
veteran, having fought in the 1775 campaign to seize Canada from the British. In Canada, Burr
battled alongside then Colonel Benedict Arnold and attacked the walled city of Quebec with
General Richard Montgomery. Burr next accepted an invitation to join Washington’s
headquarters staff. This book includes an account of Captain Burr’s brief tenure on the job that
led to a lifelong animosity between him and Washington. In 1776, Hamilton was a captain and
commander of a New York State artillery company. He leveled his cannons at the British at
New York City, White Plains, Trenton, and Princeton before joining Washington’s
headquarters staff. Both Hamilton and Burr wintered at Valley Forge and fought in the day-long
Battle of Monmouth. After recounting the Revolutionary War exploits of Hamilton and Burr, this
book then describes their postwar lives and political rivalry and why Washington told then
President John Adams in 1798 that Hamilton was his principal aide de camp. Colonel Hamilton
and Colonel Burr is a fresh approach to the American Revolution from the standpoint of two of
its most interesting participants.

For most Americans, the Revolution’s main achievement is summed up by the phrase
"life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." Yet far from a straightforward attempt to be
free of Old World laws and customs, the American founding was also a bid for inclusion
in the community of nations as it existed in 1776. America aspired to diplomatic
recognition under international law and the authority to become a colonizing power
itself. As Eliga Gould shows in this reappraisal of American history, the Revolution was
an international transformation of the first importance. To conform to the public law of
Europe’s imperial powers, Americans crafted a union nearly as centralized as the one
they had overthrown, endured taxes heavier than any they had faced as British
colonists, and remained entangled with European Atlantic empires long after the
Revolution ended. No factor weighed more heavily on Americans than the legally plural
Atlantic where they hoped to build their empire. Gould follows the region’s
transfiguration from a fluid periphery with its own rules and norms to a place where
people of all descriptions were expected to abide by the laws of Western
Europe—"civilized" laws that precluded neither slavery nor the dispossession of Native
Americans.
This is a description of how the Nine Years War affected the British Army, both in its
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actual operations in the theatre of war and in its size, operative capacity and costs. This
war brought about radical changes in the sizes and the associated costs of the armies
of Britain, France, Austria and the United Provinces in a relatively short period. For
example, the size of field armies grew from an average of about 25,000 men during the
Thirty Years' War to an average of about 100,000 men in 1695 during the Nine Years
War. The costs of sustaining such huge field forces in terms of food, equipment and
pay brought Britain and France, in particular, fiscal crisis and a shattered economy
respectively, after the peace.
From the Napoleonic Wars to the battle of the Falklands, from the pike and musket to
the Challenger tank, The Oxford History of the British Army brings to life the farreaching history of this long-lived institution. This definitive one-volume reference
provides a wealth of historical detail as it takes readers on a lively journey through the
annals of the British Army. Here are vivid descriptions of all the famous military
campaigns and battles--from Agincourt and Crecy, to Trafalgar, Waterloo, and
Yorktown Heights, to Dunkirk and D-Day--as well as insightful portraits of the great
commanders, including Edward I, the Duke of Marlborough, Cromwell, the Duke of
Wellington, and Field Marshall Montgomery. Military experts and military history buffs
will be particularly interested in the special sections that highlight vital aspects of the
Army, including tactics, weaponry, and major figures. Finally, the volume boasts a
distinguished roster of contributors, including not only prominent military historians, but
also former servicemen, who provide expert technical insight and vivid, eyewitness
accounts of modern soldiering and warfare. Comprehensive and authoritative, The
Oxford History of the British Army will fascinate military history buffs as well as anyone
seeking a broader understanding of British or modern world history.
This definitive encyclopedia, originally published in 1983 and now available as an
ebook for the first time, covers the American Revolution, comes in two volumes and
contains 865 entries on the war for American independence. Included are essays
(ranging from 250 to 25,000 words) on major and minor battles, and biographies of
military men, partisan leaders, loyalist figures and war heroes, as well as strong
coverage of political and diplomatic themes. The contributors present their summaries
within the context of late 20th Century historiography about the American Revolution.
Every entry has been written by a subject specialist, and is accompanied by a
bibliography to aid further research. Extensively illustrated with maps, the volumes also
contain a chronology of events, glossary and substantial index.
This is a reprint of a rare drill book from the Royal Armoury library in Leeds. It is a fully
illustrated manual, with 96 plates and accompanying text explaining the movements
and the orders needed to execute them. The manual covers saluting in no less than 15
plates. Manual exercise is the drill for the rank and file, and a sequence of no less than
48 plates show musket drill in detail. Every single movement in musket drill is covered,
and so the plates show loading and priming the musket step by step. Other plates show
handing the weapon on the parade square and on the field (including the archaic club
your firelock command). Subsequent plates show the drill for fixing bayonets and for
presenting the bayonet to the enemy as well as on the square. This section ends with
the drills for unfixing bayonets, and shouldering arms. The final section of the book
gives the drills for small sword, and nine plates cover the guard, thrust, tierce and pass
in tierce. This book is invaluable to historians of the British Army, of firearms and side
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arms, and is faithfully reproduced from the original copy held at the Royal Armouries.
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