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Ayahuasca Visions
An exploration of the chemical, biological, psychological, and experiential dimensions of ayahuasca • Details the scientific
discovery of ayahuasca’s sophisticated psychoactive delivery system in the brain and body and its potential applications in
medicine and psychology • Includes contributions from Dennis J. McKenna, Ph.D., J. C. Callaway, Ph.D., and Charles S. Grob,
M.D., on the ethnopharmacology, psychology, phytochemistry, and neuropharmacology of ayahuasca • Provides 24 firsthand
accounts of ayahuasca experiences and resulting life changes Widely recognized by anthropologists as the most powerful and
widespread shamanic hallucinogen, ayahuasca has been used by native Indian and mestizo shamans in Peru, Colombia, and
Ecuador for healing and divination for thousands of years. Made from the Amazonian vine Banisteriopsis caapi and the DMT-laden
leaf of Psychotria viridis, ayahuasca is regarded as the embodiment of intelligent plant beings who can offer spiritual teachings and
healing knowledge to those who respectfully engage with them. Many Western-trained physicians and psychologists now
acknowledge that ayahuasca allows access to spiritual dimensions of consciousness, otherworldly realms and beings, and
visionary experiences indistinguishable from classic religious mysticism. With contributions from leading psychoactive scholars
Dennis J. McKenna, Ph.D., Charles S. Grob, M.D., and J. C. Calloway, Ph.D., on the ethnopharmacology, psychology,
phytochemistry, and neuropharmacology of ayahuasca, Ralph Metzner provides a comprehensive exploration of the chemical,
biological, psychological, and experiential dimensions of this Amazonian hallucinogen. He includes more than 20 firsthand
accounts from people who have participated in ayahuasca rituals and experienced major life changes as a result. He details the
scientific discovery of ayahuasca’s sophisticated psychoactive delivery system in the brain and body as well as the deep
psychological impact of this potent entheogen. He concludes with his own findings on ayahuasca, including its applications in
medicine and psychology, and compares the worldview revealed by ayahuasca visions to that of modern cultures.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
The history of San Pedro and its uses for healing, creativity, and conscious evolution • Includes interviews with practicing San
Pedro shamans on their rituals, cactus preparations, and teachings on how San Pedro heals the mind and body • Contains
accounts from people who have been healed by San Pedro • Includes chapters by Eve Bruce, M.D., and David Luke, Ph.D., on
San Pedro’s effects on psychic abilities and its similarities to and differences from ayahuasca San Pedro, the legendary cactus of
vision, has been used by the shamans of Peru for at least 3,500 years. Referring to St. Peter, who holds the keys to Heaven, its
name is suggestive of the plant’s visionary power to open the gates between the visible and invisible worlds, allowing passage to
an ecstatic realm where miraculous physical and spiritual healings occur, love and enthusiasm for life are rekindled, the future
divined, and the soul’s purpose revealed. Exploring the history and shamanic uses of the San Pedro cactus, Ross Heaven
interviews practicing San Pedro shamans about ancient and modern rituals, preparation of the visionary brew, experiences with
the healing spirit of San Pedro, and their teachings on how the cactus works on the mind, body, and illness. He investigates the
conditions treated by San Pedro as well as how it can enhance creativity, providing case studies from those who have been
healed by the cactus and accounts from those who have been artistically and musically inspired through its use. Psychedelic
researchers Eve Bruce, M.D., David Luke, Ph.D., and journalist Morgan Maher contribute chapters delving into San Pedro’s
effects on conscious evolution and psychic abilities as well as its similarities to and differences from ayahuasca. Exploring plant
communication and the vital role of music in San Pedro ceremonies, Heaven explains how healing songs are communicated by
the sacred plants to the shamans working with them, much in the same way that other gifts of San Pedro--from healing to
inspiration to expanded consciousness--are passed to those who commune with this ancient plant teacher.
The spiritual malaise regnant in today’s disenchanted world presents a picture of “a polar night of icy darkness,” as Max Weber
wrote already a century ago. This collective dark night of the soul is driven by climate change-related disasters, rapid technological
innovations, and opaque geostrategic realignments. In the wake of what policy analysts refer to as “Westlessness,” the postmodern age is characterized by incessant distractions, urgent calls to responsibility, and in-humanly short deadlines, which result
in a general state of exhaustion and burnout. The hovering sense of living in a time frame that is post-histoire induces states of
confusion on a personal level as well as in the realm of politics. Totally missing is a grand narrative to guide humanity’s vision in
the midst of a world crisis. Thinkers, scholars, and Jungian analysts are increasingly looking to C.G. Jung’s monumental oeuvre,
The Red Book, as a source for guidance to re-enchant the world and to find a new and deeper understanding of the homo
religiosus. The essays in this series on Jung’s Red Book for Our Time: Searching for Soul under Postmodern Conditions circle
around this objective and offer countless points of entry into this inspiring work.
A pioneering study of the phenomenology of the special state of mind induced by Ayahuasca, a plant-based Amazonian
psychotropic brew. The author's research is based both on extensive firsthand experiences with Ayahuasca, and on interviews
conducted with a large number of informants coming from different places and backgrounds.
A dazzling work of personal travelogue and cultural criticism that ranges from the primitive to the postmodern in a quest for the
promise and meaning of the psychedelic experience. While psychedelics of all sorts are demonized in America today, the visionary
compounds found in plants are the spiritual sacraments of tribal cultures around the world. From the iboga of the Bwiti in Gabon, to
the Mazatecs of Mexico, these plants are sacred because they awaken the mind to other levels of awareness--to a holographic
vision of the universe. Breaking Open the Head is a passionate, multilayered, and sometimes rashly personal inquiry into this deep
division. On one level, Daniel Pinchbeck tells the story of the encounters between the modern consciousness of the West and
these sacramental substances, including such thinkers as Allen Ginsberg, Antonin Artaud, Walter Benjamin, and Terence
McKenna, and a new underground of present-day ethnobotanists, chemists, psychonauts, and philosophers. It is also a
scrupulous recording of the author's wide-ranging investigation with these outlaw compounds, including a thirty-hour tribal initiation
in West Africa; an all-night encounter with the master shamans of the South American rain forest; and a report from a psychedelic
utopia in the Black Rock Desert that is the Burning Man Festival. Breaking Open the Head is brave participatory journalism at its
best, a vivid account of psychic and intellectual experiences that opened doors in the wall of Western rationalism and completed
Daniel Pinchbeck's personal transformation from a jaded Manhattan journalist to shamanic initiate and grateful citizen of the
cosmos.
Encounters Beyond the Gallery challenges the terms of their exclusion, looking to relational art, Deleuze-Guattarean aesthetics
and notions of perception, as well as anthropological theory for ways to create connections between seemingly disparate worlds.
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Embracing a unique and experimental format, the book imagines encounters between the art works and art worlds of Rirkrit
Tiravanija, Tamil women, the Shipibo-Conibo of Eastern Peru and a fictional female contemporary artist named Rikki T, in order to
rethink normative aesthetic and cultural categories. Its method reflects the message of the book, and embraces a plurality of
voices and perspectives to steer critical attention towards the complexity of artistic life beyond the gallery.
An analysis of the political and ecological consequences of charting the Amazon River basin in narrative fiction, Mapping the
Amazon examines how widely read novels from twentieth-century South America attempted to map the region for readers. Authors
such as Jos Eustasio Rivera, Rmulo Gallegos, Mario Vargas Llosa, Csar Calvo, Mrcio Souza, and Mrio de Andrade traveled
to the Amazonian regions of their respective countries and encountered firsthand a forest divided and despoiled by the spatial
logic of extractivism. Writing against that logic, they fill their novels with geographic, human, and ecological realities omitted from
official accounts of the region. Though the plots unfold after the height of the Amazonian rubber boom (1850-1920), the authors
construct landscapes marked by that first large-scale exploitation of Amazonian biodiversity. The material practices of rubber
extraction repeat in the stories told about the removal of other plants, seeds, and mineral from the forest as well as its conversion
into farmland. The counter-discursive impulse of each novel comes into dialogue with various modernizing projects that carve
Amazonia into cultural and economic spaces: border commissions, extractive infrastructure, school geography manuals,
Indigenous education programs, and touristic propaganda. Even the novel maps studied have blind spots, though, and Mapping
the Amazon considers the legacy of such unintentional omissions today.
In the tradition of memoirs like Daniel Pinchbeck's 2012 and Jim Carroll's The Basketball Diaries, Adam Elenbaas's Fishers of Men
chronicles his journey from intense self-destruction and crippling depression to self-acceptance, inner awareness, and spiritual
understanding, through participation in mindexpanding-and healing ayahuasca ceremonies in South America and beyond. From
his troubled and rebellious youth as a Methodist minister's son in Minnesota, to his sex and substance abuse-fueled downward
spiral in Chicago and New York, culminating in a depressive breakdown, Elenbaas is plagued by a feeling of emptiness and a
desperate search for meaning for most of his young life. After hitting rock bottom at his grandfather's house in rural Michigan, a
chance experience with psychedelic mushrooms convinces him that he must change his ways to achieve the sense of peace that
he has always desired. Several subsequent psychedelic experiences inspire him to embark on a quest to South America and take
part in a shamanic ceremony, where he consumes ayahuasca, a jungle vine revered for its spiritual properties. Over the course of
nearly forty ayahuasca ceremonies during four years, Elenbaas discovers the truth about his own life and past, and begins to
mend himself from the inside out. Fishers of Men is the gripping, heartbreaking, and yet ultimately uplifting story of the power to
transcend one's past.
The AYAHUASCA READER is a four-part celebration of a sacred plant which grows in the Amazon rainforest and which,
throughout the rainforest history, has been instrumental in allowing medicine men (and others) to leave their bodies behind and
travel with their souls. Their experiences and the invaluable information they return with are so impressive that many
anthropologists have felt the inclination to question them about these "trips" and the mythologies of their ancestors regarding them.
Hence, part one of the AYAHUASCA READER consists of information divulged in such interviews. Part two consists of essays by
(or about) the scientists themselves upon experiencing Ayahuasca in ceremonial settings. Part three discusses the use of
Ayahuasca as a present day religious sacrament, and finally, in part four, well known celebrities from the literary world discuss
their experience of Ayahuasca. All of this renders the AYAHUASCA READER the most comprehensive collection ever written on
the subject, with essays translated from nearly a dozen languages. The many contributors include Françoise Barbira Freedman,
Wade Davis, Philippe Descola, Allen Ginsberg, Jean Langdon, Peter Matthiessen, Dennis McKenna, W.S.Merwin, Richard
Spruce, Gerardo Reichel-Dolmatoff, Mario Vargas Llosa, and more. As the myths within confirm, Ayahuasca has been a means "of
reconnecting with the invisible layers of the cosmos" for millennia. Not surprisingly, the myths make for very fascinating reading in
and of themselves, and certainly no study of world mythology is complete with them. The additional scientific, religious and literary
points of view, then, are all wonderful bonuses. There is a lot at work here: As if the various stories from these disparate groups
were not enough, there are depictions of the artwork of the indigenous peoples, photographs of a few of the Ayahuasca
practitioners (including Ginsberg), a copy of a Brazilian watercolor depicting Ayahuasca, a copy of an oil painting depicting visions
induced by the plant, and much more. From the religion section there are hymns a plenty, and from the literary section, as much
eloquent prose and spirited poetry as a reader is likely to find in any literary anthology.
Ayahuasca VisionsThe Religious Iconography of a Peruvian ShamanNorth Atlantic Books
This second volume explores Jung’s understanding of synchronicity and argues that it offers an important contribution to
contemporary science. Whilst the scientific world has often ignored Jung’s theories as being too much like mysticism, Haule
argues that what the human psyche knows beyond sensory perception is extremely valuable. Divided into two parts, areas of
discussion include: shamanism and mastery border zones of exact science meditation, parapsychology and psychokinesis Jung in
the 21st Century Volume Two: Synchronicity and Science will, like the first volume, be an invaluable resource for all those in the
field of analytical psychology, including students of Jung, psychoanalysts and psychotherapists with an interest in the meeting of
Jung and science.
It's June 1947 in Riverton, Alabama. Ten-year-old Graham and his pals, Blake and Todd, are fresh out of school for the summer
and don't have a care in the world. Or do they? The annual slingshot battle, using chinaberries as ammo, is only a few weeks
away and they need a plan. Last year their tree house was demolished by the mock orange cannon of the Ramar Renegades.
Following her sister's death in February, Ruth St. John has been alone in her ante-bellum house. With Rachael gone, the old
woman develops an interest in the outside world, especially the "roughnecks" she sees through her window. Gayle Freemont, a
young black professor at the Negro college, wants to have a wife and children but is reluctant to get trapped in the South where he
is just another "boy." The childless wife of a prominent architect, Jane Forrester is entering menopause and fears that life is
passing her by. She resents her husband's selfish and domineering behavior and longs to find happiness before it's too late.
Graham's father Pete is the county school superintendent. He considers himself quite progressive with respect to race
relations--until the day he has to put his progressive ideas to the test. Priscilla Andrews teaches at the elementary school. Her
acne-scarred face has caused some of the boys to call her Worm Face behind her back. But she maintains her professional
bearing and decides that she and black people share a "skin problem." Crayton Turner pedals his Popsicle cart as fast as he can,
trying to reach the construction site before the workers leave which proves to be a fateful decision.
Mother Aya talks, you listen, then write. Journal for writing deep insights before, during and after a Ayahuasca Ceremony.
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Perfectly sized 6x9 inches 100 pages Soft matte cover
This book presents a series of perspectives on the therapeutic potential of the ritual and clinical use of the Amazonian
hallucinogenic brew ayahuasca in the treatment and management of various diseases and ailments, especially its role in
psychological well-being and substance dependence. Biomedical and anthropological data on the use of ayahuasca for treating
depression, PTSD, and substance dependence in different settings, such as indigenous contexts, neo-shamanic rituals,
contemporary therapeutic circles, and in ayahuasca religions, in both South and North America, are presented and critiqued.
Though multiple anecdotal reports on the therapeutic use of ayahuasca exist, there has been no systematic and dense reflection
on the topic thus far. The book brings the therapeutic use of ayahuasca to a new level of public examination and academic debate.
The texts in this volume stimulate discussion on methodological, ethical, and political aspects of research and will enhance the
development of this emergent field of studies.
A story of awakening to remarkable shamanic powers, teachings, and techniques • Describes the author’s work with plant spirits,
entheogens such as ayahuasca, and indigenous shamans during his 20 years of fieldwork in the Peruvian Amazon • Explores the
practice of soul retrieval and shamanic work with feathers, stones, and sound • Includes techniques for exploring non-ordinary
reality, exercises for expanding sensory perception, and practices to open your creative artistic visionary potential After surviving a
serious elevator crash in London, Howard G. Charing found he had developed healing touch as well as the ability to hear voices
and experience visions--just as a healer in Italy had predicted only a week before the accident. He began using his abilities to heal
but felt he needed more guidance and training. He first connected with a national spiritual healing organization, only to be told he
was doing everything wrong. Then, through a friend, he discovered shamanism. Sharing profound teachings and extraordinary
experiences from his more than 30 years of shamanic healing work, Charing explains how he accidentally became a shaman and
completely changed the course of his life. He describes his work with plant spirits, entheogens such as ayahuasca, and indigenous
shamans during his 20 years of fieldwork in the Peruvian Amazon, including his studies with the late visionary artist Pablo
Amaringo. Investigating altered states of perception, he provides visionary techniques for exploring non-ordinary reality, exercises
for expanding sensory perception, and practices to open your creative artistic visionary potential. Detailing the practice of soul
retrieval, the author discusses why it is one of the most effective and profound spiritual healing practices and shares emotionally
charged stories of successful shamanic healings he has attended. He also includes shamanic wisdom on working with feathers,
stones, and sound and compares current research in physics with the vast body of experiential knowledge from indigenous
spiritual traditions. From the accident that started his journey to the many remarkable spiritwork encounters that have happened
since, Charing’s story will empower readers to begin exploring the realms of consciousness and energy that surround us and
welcome the dissolution of the boundary between the physical and the spiritual.

Gnostic texts are filled with encounters of strange other worldly beings, journeys to visionary heavenly realms, and
encounters with the presence and spirit of the divine. In Gnostic visions, author and Gnostic scholar Luke A. Myers
presents evidence demonstrating how Gnostic visions were created and the connection these visions have to naturally
occurring visionary compounds that are still in existence today. The culmination of more than ten years of research,
"Gnostic Visions" advances the understanding of classical ethnobotany, Gnosticism, and the genesis of early Christian
history. In this book the author discusses the prehistoric foundations of early human religion as well as the visionary
religious traditions of the classical Greeks and Egyptians. Using these as a foundation, the book presents new and never
before seen research explaining how Gnostic visions were created and what types of compounds were used by these
ancient people to create them. "Gnostic Visions" presents evidence directly linking visionary Ayahuasca analogs with the
creation of Gnostic and Hermetic visionary experiences. "Gnostic Visions" also describes the decline of Gnosticism, other
visionary practices used in the Dark Ages and gives a brief tour of the visionary plants of the new world. In Gnostic
visions, Myers tells of his personal experience with the divine and includes some of his own reflections of the importance
of mankind's relationship to the natural world. He communicates that altered states of consciousness have been
responsible for many of the most profound mystical religious experiences in human history.
"A major contribution to Amazonian anthropology, and possibly a direction changer." -J. Scott Raymond,University of
Calgary A transdisciplinary collaboration among ethnologists, linguists, and archaeologists, Ethnicity in Ancient Amazonia
traces the emergence, expansion, and decline of cultural identities in indigenous Amazonia. Hornborg and Hill argue that
the tendency to link language, culture, and biology--essentialist notions of ethnic identities--is a Eurocentric bias that has
characterized largely inaccurate explanations of the distribution of ethnic groups and languages in Amazonia. The
evidence, however, suggests a much more fluid relationship among geography, language use, ethnic identity, and
genetics. In Ethnicity in Ancient Amazonia, leading linguists, ethnographers, ethnohistorians, and archaeologists interpret
their research from a unique nonessentialist perspective to form a more accurate picture of the ethnolinguistic diversity in
this area. Revealing how ethnic identity construction is constantly in flux, contributors show how such processes can be
traced through different ethnic markers such as pottery styles and languages. Scholars and students studying lowland
South America will be especially interested, as will anthropologists intrigued by its cutting-edge, interdisciplinary
approach.
The author of The End of Science chronicles the most advanced research into such experiences as prayer, fasting, and
trances in this “great read” (The Washington Post). How do trances, visions, prayer, satori, and other mystical
experiences “work”? What induces and defines them? Is there a scientific explanation for religious mysteries and
transcendent meditation? John Horgan investigates a wide range of fields—chemistry, neuroscience, psychology,
anthropology, theology, and more—to narrow the gap between reason and mystical phenomena. As both a seeker and an
award-winning journalist, Horgan consulted a wide range of experts, including theologian Huston Smith, spiritual heir to
Joseph Campbell; Andrew Newberg, the scientist whose quest for the “God module” was the focus of a Newsweek
cover story; Ken Wilber, prominent transpersonal psychologist; Alexander Shulgin, legendary psychedelic drug chemist;
and Susan Blackmore, Oxford-educated psychologist, parapsychology debunker, and Zen practitioner. Horgan explores
the striking similarities between “mystical technologies” like sensory deprivation, prayer, fasting, trance, dancing,
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meditation, and drug trips. He participates in experiments that seek the neurological underpinnings of mystical
experiences. And, finally, he recounts his own search for enlightenment—adventurous, poignant, and sometimes
surprisingly comic. Horgan’s conclusions resonate with the controversial climax of The End of Science, because, as he
argues, the most enlightened mystics and the most enlightened scientists end up in the same place—confronting the
imponderable depth of the universe.
Ayahuasca Visions
The study of the effect of “exceptional” experiences and beliefs on health—including anomalous, placebo, or hypnotic
healing and mystical, religious, transpersonal, and creative experiences—is attracting increasing academic and public
interest. This collection of essays explores the nature of mind, its impact on the body, and the relationship between
“exceptional” experiences and physical health, mental health, and the potential for other types of perception. Examining
the influence of spiritual practices, mental imagery, and alternative healing methods such as Reiki and Johrei, the essays
encourage the expansion of mental health practice to include the full range of exceptional experiences. By normalizing
experiences that are often pathologized, this book recognizes that exceptional human experiences can and do have
value for physical and mental health.
A compilation of writings on the chemical, biological, psychological, and experiential dimensions of Ayahuasca • Includes
24 firsthand accounts of Ayahuasca experiences and resulting life changes, including contributions from J. C. Callaway,
Charles S. Grob, and Dennis J. McKenna • Discusses the medical and psychological applications of Ayahuasca
Ayahuasca is a hallucinogenic Amazonian plant mixture that has been used for hundreds, perhaps thousands, of years
by native Indian and mestizo shamans in Peru, Colombia, and Ecuador for healing and divination. Many Western-trained
physicians and psychologists have acknowledged that this substance can allow access to spiritual dimensions of
consciousness, even mystical experiences indistinguishable from classic religious mysticism. In Sacred Vine of Spirits:
Ayahuasca Ralph Metzner, a pioneer in the study of consciousness, has assembled a group of authoritative contributors
who provide an exploration of the chemical, biological, psychological, and experiential dimensions of ayahuasca. He
begins with more than 20 firsthand accounts from Westerners who have used ayahuasca and then presents the history,
psychology, and chemistry of ayahuasca from leading scholars in the field of psychoactive research. He concludes with
his own findings on ayahuasca, including its applications in medicine and psychology, and compares the worldview
revealed by ayahuasca visions to that of Western cultures.
This book offers a series of perspectives on the therapeutic potential of the ritual and clinical use of the Amazonian
hallucinogenic brew ayahuasca in the treatment and management of various disorders. This book presents biomedical
and anthropological data on the use of ayahuasca and provides critiques on how it is used for treating depression, PTSD,
anxiety, substance dependence, and eating disorders. The volume also explores ayahuasca's role in the psychological
well-being and quality of life of humans, and discusses possibilities of it enhancing cognition and coping with grief. The
book examines ayahuasca's association with psychotherapy and also highlights the challenges of integrating plant
medicines into psychiatry. Further, the book expands on some preliminary research with animals, suggesting that
ayahuasca acts at multiple levels of neural complexity. The study on the neurogenic effects of ayahuasca alkaloids opens
a new avenue of research with potential applications ranging from psychiatric disorders to brain damage and dementia.
Psychologists, psychiatrists, and other mental health professionals will find this book relevant to their work regarding
substance abuse and alternative medicine.
The essays in this book respond to Anna-Teresa Tymieniecka’s recent call to explore the relationship between the
evolution of the universe and the process of self-individuation in the ontopoietic unfolding of life. The essays approach
the sensory manifold in a number of ways. They show that theories of modern science become a strategy for the
phenomenological study of works of art, and vice versa. Works of phenomenology and of the arts examine how individual
spontaneity connects with the design(s) of the logos – of the whole and of the particulars – while the design(s) rest not on
some human concept, but on life itself. Life’s pliable matrices allow us to consider the expansiveness of contemporary
science, and to help create a contemporary phenomenological sense of cosmos.
The most comprehensive guide to the botany, history, distribution, and cultivation of all known psychoactive plants • Examines
414 psychoactive plants and related substances • Explores how using psychoactive plants in a culturally sanctioned context can
produce important insights into the nature of reality • Contains 797 color photographs and 645 black-and-white illustrations In the
traditions of every culture, plants have been highly valued for their nourishing, healing, and transformative properties. The most
powerful plants--those known to transport the human mind into other dimensions of consciousness--have traditionally been
regarded as sacred. In The Encyclopedia of Psychoactive Plants Christian Rätsch details the botany, history, distribution,
cultivation, and preparation and dosage of more than 400 psychoactive plants. He discusses their ritual and medicinal usage,
cultural artifacts made from these plants, and works of art that either represent or have been inspired by them. The author begins
with 168 of the most well-known psychoactives--such as cannabis, datura, and papaver--then presents 133 lesser known
substances as well as additional plants known as “legal highs,” plants known only from mythological contexts and literature, and
plant products that include substances such as ayahuasca, incense, and soma. The text is lavishly illustrated with 797 color
photographs--many of which are from the author’s extensive fieldwork around the world--showing the people, ceremonies, and art
related to the ritual use of the world’s sacred psychoactives.
"Supernatural: of or relating to things that cannot be explained according to natural laws." Less than 50,000 years ago mankind
had no art, no religion, no sophisticated symbolism, no innovative thinking. Then, in a dramatic and electrifying change, described
by scientists as "the greatest riddle in human history", all the skills and qualities that we value most highly in ourselves appeared
already fully formed, as though bestowed on us by hidden powers. In Supernatural Graham Hancock sets out to investigate this
mysterious "before-and-after moment" and to discover the truth about the influences that gave birth to the modern human mind.
His quest takes him on a journey of adventure and detection from the stunningly beautiful painted caves of prehistoric France,
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Spain and Italy to remote rock shelters in the mountains of South Africa where he finds a treasure trove of extraordinary Stone Age
art. He uncovers clues that lead him to travel to the depths of the Amazon rainforest to drink the powerful plant hallucinogen
Ayahuasca with Indian shamans, whose paintings contain images of "supernatural beings" identical to the animal-human hybrids
depicted in prehistoric caves and rock shelters. And hallucinogens such as mescaline, also produce visionary encounters with
exactly the same beings. Scientists at the cutting edge of consciousness research have begun to consider the possibility that such
hallucinations may be real perceptions of other "dimensions". Could the "supernaturals" first depicted in the painted caves and
rock shelters be the ancient teachers of mankind? Could it be that human evolution is not just the "blind", "meaningless" process
that Darwin identified, but something else, more purposive and intelligent, that we have barely even begun to understand?
A new collection of never-before-published paintings by renowned artist Pablo Amaringo • With written contributions by Graham
Hancock, Jeremy Narby, Robert Venosa, Dennis McKenna, Stephan Beyer, and Jan Kounen • Contains 47 color plates of
Amaringo’s latest works, with detailed narratives of the rich Amazonian mythology underlying each painting • Shares Amaringo’s
personal stories behind the artistic visions Recognized as one of the world’s great visionary artists, Pablo Amaringo was
renowned for his intricate, colorful paintings inspired by his shamanic visions. A master communicator of the ayahuasca
experience--where snakes, jaguars, subterranean beings, celestial palaces, aliens, and spacecraft all converge--Amaringo’s art
presents a doorway to the transcendent worlds of ayahuasca intended for contemplation, meditation, and inspiration. Illustrating
the evolution of his intricate and colorful art, this book contains 47 full-color reproductions of Amaringo’s latest works with detailed
explorations of the rich Amazonian mythology underlying each painting. Through their longstanding relationship with Amaringo,
coauthors Charing and Cloudsley are able to share the personal stories behind his visions and experiences with Amazonian
people and folklore, capturing Amaringo’s powerful ecological and spiritual message through his art and words. With contributions
by Graham Hancock, Jeremy Narby, Robert Venosa, Dennis McKenna, Stephan Beyer, and Jan Kounen, this book brings the
ayahuasca experience to life as we travel on Amaringo’s visionary brush and palette.
Shamanism can be defined as the practice of initiated shamans who are distinguished by their mastery of a range of altered states
of consciousness. Shamanism arises from the actions the shaman takes in non-ordinary reality and the results of those actions in
ordinary reality. It is not a religion, yet it demands spiritual discipline and personal sacrifice from the mature shaman who seeks the
highest stages of mystical development.
The story of Santo Daime--a new religion that blends elements ofÂ Christianity with older Amazonian indigenous spiritual
practices--and the ecologically sound and spiritually centered utopian community it has inspiredÂ â€¢ A true story of a classical
spiritual encounter, as well as an intimate account of the genesis of an important religious tradition that continues to grow
worldwideÂ â€¢ Edited and Introduced by Stephen Larsen, author of The Shaman's Doorway Alex Polari de Alverga spent years
as a political prisoner during the rule of the military junta in Brazil, enduring torture, brutality, and deprivation. On his release from
captivity and in search of something to restore his spiritual connection to life, he had a transformative encounter with one of the
two revered founders of Santo Daime, Padrinho Sebastiao Mota de Mela. Santo Daime--an Amazonian religion, born out of jungle
entheogens, mediumship, and healing, that is a potent and unique synthesis of Christianity and indigenous practices--provided
Alverga with an alternative to his disillusionment with modern society. His quest for spiritual initiation eventually led him deep into
the heart of the rainforest to Mapia, one of the spiritual centers of Santo Daime, where he became a teacher and leader of the
Daime community.Â Forest of Visions is a story of a classic spiritual encounter comparable to the Tibetan Saint Milarepa's search
for his teacher Marpa. It is also an intimate account of the genesis of an important religious tradition that from modest beginnings
in Brazil has now spread throughout the world and continues to grow. It provides an inside look at the spiritually centered village of
Mapia, a model for communities in the 21st century.Â
When National Geographic Adventure published an article in 2006 about the powerful antidepressant effects of ayahuasca, the
piece received a phenomenal reader response. That article struck a chord with psychotherapist Rachel Harris, who had
encountered many clients unresponsive to traditional therapy and antidepressant protocols. Used for more than 8,000 years in the
Amazon rainforest, ayahuasca is a powerful, and illegal, psychedelic that has distressing gastrointestinal side effects. Yet Harris
found many willing to try it, so deep was their suffering. Harris here shares her original research (the largest study of ayahuasca
use in North America) into its effects on depression, anxiety, and PTSD, along with her own personal experiences. By detailing
ayahuasca's risks and benefits, she aims to help those driven to investigate ayahuasca to do so safely and to give their
psychological caregivers a template for transformative caring and healing.
As Alice in Wonderland discovered, cave entrances, tunnels, spirals and mirrors can transport people to strange worlds where
anything is possible. Portals investigates how we move beyond the conscious and physical world using our senses, into other
realities of the spiritual and the divine. Portals looks at the techniques used to alter consciousness practised by shamans, monks
and other religious specialists. These include the use of drugs, as well as drumming, chanting and meditation. The book provides
a new, anthropologically-grounded perspective on the wide-ranging questions about the realities of human consciousness and
mystical, spiritual and religious experience.
Color your way to understanding the interconnectedness of all life
Scientist and psychonaut David Luke weaves personal experience and scientific research in this comprehensive exploration of
chemically mediated extra ordinary human experiences."Emphasizing parapsychological aspects of the psychedelic experience,
Luke's new book fills in a fascinating and previously neglected lacuna in the burgeoning field of human studies with these
compounds. " - Rick Strassman, PhD "A psychedelic Indiana Jones. " - Matt Colborn, PhD "David Luke's delightful one-liner about
his book is that it's 'about weird people in weird places taking weird substances doing weird things and, importantly, having weird
experiences' . . . On reflection, it's much more profound than that . . . So weird reader, forge ahead without fear. " - Dean Radin,
PhD "In his fascinating book David plunges into this controversial topic and gives the backstory, the front story, and possible ways
forward to bring paranormal and psychedelic research together, and further our understanding of both. " - Dennis J. McKenna,
PhD "A remarkable collection and a necessary one. This body of research illuminates aspects of psychedelic experiences usually
obscured or denied in the medical and clinical research and sensationalized in the popular press. " - James Fadiman, PhD "A real
Dr Gonzo. " - Will Self
The Shamanic Plant Medicine series acts as an introduction to specific teacher plants used by shamans in a variety of cultures to
facilitate spirit communion, healing, divination and personal discovery, and which are increasingly known, used and respected in
Western society by modern shamans as a means of connecting to spirit. Ayahuasca is the shamanic medicine of the Amazonian
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rainforest and has been used by shamans for millennia to induce visionary states wherein they astrally travel to other locations,
see the future or carry out healings for others. It is increasingly used in the West and is perhaps the best known of shamanic plant
teachers.
In the Upper Amazon, mestizos are the Spanish-speaking descendants of Hispanic colonizers and the indigenous peoples of the
jungle. Some mestizos have migrated to Amazon towns and cities, such as Iquitos and Pucallpa; most remain in small villages.
They have retained features of a folk Catholicism and traditional Hispanic medicine, and have incorporated much of the religious
tradition of the Amazon, especially its healing, sorcery, shamanism, and the use of potent plant hallucinogens, including
ayahuasca. The result is a uniquely eclectic shamanist culture that continues to fascinate outsiders with its brilliant visionary art.
Ayahuasca shamanism is now part of global culture. Once the terrain of anthropologists, it is now the subject of novels and
spiritual memoirs, while ayahuasca shamans perform their healing rituals in Ontario and Wisconsin. Singing to the Plants sets forth
just what this shamanism is about--what happens at an ayahuasca healing ceremony, how the apprentice shaman forms a
spiritual relationship with the healing plant spirits, how sorcerers inflict the harm that the shaman heals, and the ways that plants
are used in healing, love magic, and sorcery.
This three-volume set addresses how the role of spirituality and its constructive expressions in various religions—and outside of
formal religion—enhances human personality and experience. • 55 distinguished contributors, representing numerous religious
traditions, research disciplines, and psychospiritual perspectives, from North America, Latin America, Africa, Asia, and Europe •
Graphic illustrations of brain functions under varied conditions with various electrical and chemical stimuli, as well as a graphic
depiction of personal narrative material
Symbolic Mental Representations in Arts and Mystical Experiences explains how the individual’s conceptualization of reality is
dependent on the development of their brain, body structure, and the experiences that are physiologically confronted, acted, or
observed via learning and/or simulation, occurring in family or community settings. The book offers support for Jean Knox’s
reinterpretation of Jung's archetypal hypothesis, exposing the fundamentality of the body – in its neurophysiological development,
bodily-felt sensations, non-verbal interactions, affects, emotions, and actions – in the process of meaning-making. Using
information from disciplines such as Affective Neuroscience, Embodied Cognition, Attachment Theory, and Cognitive Linguistics, it
clarifies how the most refined experiences of symbolic imagination are rooted in somatopsychic patterns. This book will be of great
interest for academics and researchers in the fields of Analytical Psychology, Affective Neuroscience, Linguistics, Anthropology of
Consciousness, Art-therapy, and Mystical Experiences, as well as Jungian and post-Jungian scholars, philosophers, and teachers.
Acorns delineates the future of humanity as a reunification of intellect with the Deep Self. Having chosen to focus upon ego
(established securely by the time of Christ), much more beta brain wave development will destroy our species and others, which
process has already begun. We create our own realities through beliefs, intents and desires and we were in and out of
probabilities constantly. Feelings follow beliefs, not the other way around.
The mythologies and cosmology of Amazonian shamanism materialize in fantastic color and style in this unique, large-format
volume, representing the fruit of several years of collaboration between a Peruvian folk artist/shaman and a Colombian
anthropologist/filmmaker.
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