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Winner of the BMW Group LIFE Award for Contribution to Intercultural Learning, 2007 The
research student population of higher educational institutions continues to expand to include
people from an ever-widening range of cultural and educational backgrounds. However, many
research methods courses are still directed at the traditional student population. This book
examines aspects of postgraduate research from a cross-cultural perspective, analysing the
dilemmas faced by international students when defining a research question, choosing
research methods, collecting data, deciding which language to use and writing their theses.
Through an exploration of how international students re-examine their beliefs and research
practices during their study in the UK, this book challenges the assumptions of all those
engaged in educational research, addressing key questions such as: How do our teaching and
learning experiences shape our approach to educational research? How do we judge
â€˜goodâ€™ educational research? What does it mean to be critical? The book uses the real-
life experiences of international students to illuminate the kinds of challenges they may face. It
supports both students and their supervisors, showing students how to approach cultural
differences, and supervisors how to deal sensitively with the problems encountered by
overseas students in their research.
This book considers how the personal and the professional dimensions are related, and how
they matter for aid work. The contributions to this edited volume are based on the assumption
that all actors are relevant in development, including national and international aid workers. A
key question which the book explores is why the personal so often remains un-acknowledged
in development studies, even though its salience for aid workers is well-documented. One
possible reason is an implicit narrative of aid work as altruistic and self-sacrificing, which
renders it inappropriate to devote much attention to the experiences of development
professionals themselves. In order to redress this, this book critically considers the kind of
difference they make, and aims to understand how they respond to the challenges of their
work. The book explores their efficacy as human beings and employees with individual
subjectivities, social and cultural beliefs and practices, and documents how these shape their
involvement in development processes. This book was published a sa special issue of Third
World Quarterly.
"Poverty and Social Impact Analysis (PSIA) is an approach used increasingly by governments,
civil society organizations, the World Bank, and other development partners to examine the
distributional impacts of policy reforms on the well-being of different stakeholders groups,
particularly the poor and vulnerable. PSIA has an important role in the elaboration and
implementation of poverty reduction strategies in developing countries because it promotes
evidence-based policy choices and fosters debate on policy reform options. Poverty and Social
Impact Analysis of Reforms presents a collection of case studies that illustrate the spectrum of
sectors and policy reforms to which PSIA can be applied; it also elaborates on the broad range
of analytical tools and techniques that can be used for PSIA. The case studies provide
examples of the impact that PSIA can have on the design of policy reforms and draw
operational lessons for PSIA implementation. The case studies deal largely with policy reforms
in a single sector, such as agriculture (crop marketing boards in Malawi and Tanzania and
cotton privatization in Tajikistan); energy (mining sector in Romania and oil subsidies in
Ghana); utilities (power sector reform in Ghana, Rwanda, and transition economies, and water
sector reform in Albania); social sectors (education reform in Mozambique and social welfare
reform in Sri Lanka); taxation reform (Nicaragua); as well as macroeconomic modeling
(Burkina Faso)."
This book addresses the challenge of providing good social care to the more than 6 million
people who live in rural Australia, some in very remote locations. It emphasises the importance
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of a developmental approach which stresses proper planning, evidence-based policy, and the
influence which practitioners can have. The first part of the book explains the processes for
developing, implementing, and evaluating policies and social plans, including achieving impact
through networking, formal consultations, community development, and lobbying. Part two of
the book looks at types of social care and the challenges each present. The types of social
care include community-embedded; specialised; statutory; and visiting. The authors devote
specific attention to Indigenous communities and, through case studies, provide examples of
social care programs in action. The authors have more than 40 years combined experience in
rural social work and community development.
Our world seems entangled in systems increasingly dominated by power, greed, ignorance,
self-deception and denial, with spiralling inequity and injustice. Against a backdrop of climate
change, failing ecosystems, poverty, crushing debt and corporate exploitation, the future of our
world looks dire and the solutions almost too monumental to consider. Yet all is not lost. Robert
Chambers, one of the ?glass is half full? optimists of international development, suggests that
the problems can be solved and everyone has the power at a personal level to take action,
develop solutions and remake our world as it can and should be. Chambers peels apart and
analyses aspects of development that have been neglected or misunderstood. In each chapter,
he presents an earlier writing which he then reviews and reflects upon in a contemporary light
before harvesting a wealth of powerful conclusions and practical implications for the future.
The book draws on experiences from Africa, Asia and elsewhere, covering topics and concepts
as wide and varied as irreversibility, continuity and commitment; administrative capacity as a
scarce resource; procedures and principles; participation in the past, present and future;
scaling up; behaviour and attitudes; responsible wellbeing; and concepts for development in
the 21st century.
This book brings together two of today's leading concerns in development policy - the urgent
need to prioritize poverty reduction and the particular circumstances of indigenous peoples in
both developing and industrialized countries. The contributors analyse patterns of indigenous
disadvantage worldwide, the centrality of the right to self-determination, and indigenous
people's own diverse perspectives on development. Several fundamental and difficult
questions are explored, including the right balance to be struck between autonomy and
participation, and the tension between a new wave of assimilationism in the guise of 'pro-poor'
and 'inclusionary' development policies and the fact that such policies may in fact provide new
spaces for indigenous peoples to advance their demands. In this regard, one overall
conclusion that emerges is that both differences and commonalities must be recognised in any
realistic study of indigenous poverty.
This handbook sets out a step-by-step procedure for planning and conducting evaluation of
communication programmes with communities in a participatory way, in order to design
effective communication for development programmes and initiatives. It can be used as a
reference guide for conducting participatory rural communication appraisal (PRCA) in the field
as well as a training guide for capacity building. It actively involves people in the research
process to ensure that communication for development programmes are effective and relevant
to their needs and preferences.
Robert Chambers draws together and reviews the revolutionary changes in the
methodologies and methods of development inquiry that have occurred and
reflects on their transformative potential for the future.
Analyzes efforts made by communities and policy makers around the world to
push beyond conventional approaches to environmental decision making.
Breaking Boundaries analyzes efforts made by communities and policy makers
around the world to push beyond conventional approaches to environmental
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decision making to enhance public acceptance, sustainability, and the impact of
those decisions in local contexts. The current political climate has generated
uncertainty among citizens, industry interests, scientists, and other stakeholders,
but by applying concepts from various perspectives of environmental
communication and deliberative democracy, this book offers a series of lessons
learned for both public officials and concerned citizens. The contributors offer a
broader understanding of how individuals and groups can get involved effectively
in environmental decisions through traditional formats as well as alternative
approaches ranging from leadership capacity building to social media activity to
civic technology.
Participatory Rural Planning presents the argument that citizen participation in
planning affairs transcends a rights-based legitimacy and an all too frequent
perception of being mere consultation. Rather, it is part of a social learning
process that can enhance the prospects for successful implementation, provide
opportunity for reflection and create a mutuality of respect between different
stakeholders in the planning arena. Accordingly, Michael Murray signposts what
can work well and what should work differently in regard to participatory planning
by taking rural Ireland as the empirical laboratory and exploring the Irish
experience at different spatial scales from the village, through to the locality, the
sub regional and the regional levels.
www.wageningenacademic.com/steppingstones
Poverty Reduction and Sustainable Development in Rural China is translated
from the original Chinese to provide a look into how scholars in China have been
assessing perceptions of poverty and reforms to improve conditions. This
volume, and the others in the SSRC series, provides Western scholars with an
accessible English language look at the state of current scholarship in China and,
as such, does not simply provide information for the direct study of socio-political
issues, but also for meta-level analysis of how the domestic scholarship in China
is developing and assessing the interplay of the country's political and economic
reforms with the society and daily life of its people.
Robert Chambers, 1802-1871, Scottish publisher and writer.
Internationally renowned facilitator and public participation consultant James L.
Creighton offers a practical guide to designing and facilitating public participation
of the public in environmental and public policy decision making. Written for
government officials, public and community leaders, and professional facilitators,
The Public Participation Handbook is a toolkit for designing a participation
process, selecting techniques to encourage participation, facilitating successful
public meetings, working with the media, and evaluating the program. The book
is also filled with practical advice, checklists, worksheets, and illustrative
examples.
By 2030, 60 percent of the world's population are expected to be living in urban
areas. Population growth is not solely in larger metropolitan centres - the mega
cities. The numbers of small and intermediate-sized urban centres are also
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increasing and have an important role as links in the marketing system. This
guide provides a simplified aid to understanding the physical implications of
marketing linkages, based on a regional planning approach. The guide provides
a simple planning methodology and framework that focuses on the issue of
linking farmers to market outlets for their produce particularly identifying their
marketing infrastructure needs. The users of the guide are likely to be at national,
provincial or district levels and could include planners and engineers in ministries
and departments of public works and transport, planning and marketing officers
in ministries and departments of agriculture, local authority officers in planning,
commerce and marketing departments and local authorities, communities, farmer
groups and voluntary organizations, concerned to understand marketing
constraints and with ensuring that rural producers have better access to markets
for their products.
Tried and tested practical wisdom about participatory, long range and strategic
planning. In rapidly changing, complex landscapes organization leaders need
concrete plans not simplistic advice. Reactive plans often entrench the problem.
But when many minds focus together a new array of ideas and options can
generate profound insight, creative strategy and high resolve in the whole group.
What can leaders, consultants and facilitators do to ensure this happens? As a
master practitioner of ICA’s Technology of Participation (ToPTM) Bill Staples
fully illustrates the breadth and depth of the transformation that comes from fully
engaging people in the decisions that affect their work and lives. This book pulls
back the veil on today’s most powerful facilitation and reveals transformational
philosophy, methods and tools used around the world. ToP practitioners will
especially benefit from the case studies and detailed procedures that launch
organizational transformation. There are few organizations that have contributed
so much to the improvement of group problem solving and decision-making as
the Institute of Cultural Affairs. Over the past 25 years, its Technology of
Participation has become known the world over and is applied in every sector of
society. This book provides a thorough introduction to ToP including its
background, purpose, methods, and applications. Bill Staples integrates and
presents this information in a way that makes it accessible to anyone concerned
with engaging people in effective problem solving and decision-making. —Sandy
Schuman, author of Creating a Culture of Collaboration: The International
Association of Facilitators Handbook and The Handbook for Working with Difficult
Groups: How They Are Difficult, Why They Are Difficult and What You Can Do
About It ICA is truly one of the pioneers of the participatory approach to planning
and deliberation. Its commitment to participatory, democratic values is authentic
and trustworthy. —Sam Kaner, author
The use of participatory research techniques to provide policy-makers with
information about poor people's perspectives on poverty became increasingly
common in the 1990s. This book focuses on the use of participatory research in
poverty reduction policies, and presents a series of participants' reflections on
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recent and ongoing processes. The 1990s witnessed a shift in the application of
participatory methodologies, adding to the project planning approaches of the
1980s a new focus on participatory research for policy. Much of this centres on
poverty issues. In this volume, contributions from researchers and practitioners in
the field of poverty reduction examine how participatory research has affected the
way poverty is understood, and how these understandings have been acted on in
policy-making for poverty reduction. Coming from diverse backgrounds, the
authors' critical reflections feature various aspects of the relationship between
participation and policy, spanning different levels, from the individual researcher
to the global institution. They address technical, ethical, operational, political and
methodological problems. Through raising their concerns, they highlight lessons
to be learnt from current practice, and challenges for the future. These include
the balancing of knowledge, action and consciousness in participatory research
processes which can effectively influence the development of policy that reflects
and responds to the needs and priorities of poor people.
Ecological economics is an exciting interdisciplinary field of study that combines
insights from the natural sciences, economics, philosophy and other fields to
develop innovative approaches to environmental problems. It draws on a wide
range of analytical perspectives, some radical others more conventional, to build
a more complete understanding of human-ecosystem interactions. Current
research in the field includes work on nature conservation, land use planning,
pollution control, natural resource management, and environmental impact
assessment/evaluation. Ecological Economics provides a comprehensive
introduction to the core themes, presented in a clearly structured style, with
chapters tailored specifically to readers without any economic or philosophical
training. There is an emphasis throughout on the complementary roles of
economics, ethics and ecology in environmental decision-making processes. The
book reviews the evolution of important ideas in the field, explores the
fundamental philosophies underlying different approaches to environmental
problems, explains in detail the specific tools and techniques used in these
approaches, and gives numerous examples of how they can be applied. Special
importance is attached to understanding both the advantages and limitations of
different analyses, in order to provide a balanced and coherent view of how these
different approaches interrelate and how their roles vary in different contexts.
Written by three authors specializing in ecology, economics and philosophy, this
textbook provides an excellent introduction to the field of ecological economics
for students in the natural sciences and other environmental disciplines. It will
also be of interest to a wide range of professionals and researchers involved in
environmental management and policy, and thers including economists seeking
to broaden their knowledge of new methodologies and approaches. Further
reading suggestions and extensive references are provided for those interested
in pursuing particular themes beyond the introductory level. The first introductory
ecological economics text written specifically for natural scientists. Assumes no
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prior knowledge of economics or philosophy. Emphasises the complementary
roles of ecology, economics and ethics in environmental decision-making
processes. An emphasis on clarity and accessibility throughout.
World Bank Technical Paper No. 406 (Fisheries Series). In the past six years, the
world's fishery sector has reached a turning point with global fish production
reaching a plateau of approximately 100 million tons annually. While aquaculture
output continued to grow, yields from capture fisheries were uneven and showed
increasing signs of stagnation because of widespread overfishing and
overcapitalization, ineffective management, deteriorating resource health,
declining or flat global harvests, and inefficient economic and trade policies. This
paper examines the role of subsidies in fisheries.
Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) methods, now known as Participatory
Learning and Action (PLA), have been extensively used in development
research, action and evaluation. This book is based on the author’s decade-long
intensive field experience—each method is explained by drawing on field-based
illustrations. The book vividly describes the methods of PRA, highlighting the
essential features as well as the application, merits and limitations of each
method. Participatory Rural Appraisal: Principles, Methods and Application
outlines the application of PRA methodology in areas like participatory poverty
assessment, sustainable livelihood analysis, assessment of hunger, vulnerability
analysis, organizational analysis, monitoring and evaluation. Separate sections
on SWOT analysis and on the method of interview and dialogue are also
included in the book. Besides, the author has provided guidelines for sector-wise
application of PRA, which would serve as a ready reference for students and
practitioners alike. A chapter on the roles of members of a PRA team is another
key feature of this book, which would be immensely valuable for students,
researchers and academicians working in the areas of social work, rural
development, agriculture, and environmental science, and also for NGO workers
and trainers and researchers in the development field.
This study analyzes the extent to which the India program is meeting the World
Bank's objective of mainstreaming participatory approaches in project preparation
and design. It includes ten projects in which participation was an overall project
objective. These projects provided "good practice" lessons from a variety of
social and natural resource management sectors.
Office.
This book describes and defines inclusive research, outlining how to recognize it, understand
it, do it, and know when it is done well. In doing so it will address the areas of overlap and
distinctiveness in relation to participatory, emancipatory, user-led and partnership research as
well as exploring the various practices encompassed within each of these inclusive
approaches. The book will focus on how and why more inclusive approaches to research have
evolved. It will position inclusive research within the key debates and shifts in policy, define key
ideas and terms, disuss the contested nature of inclusive research and illustrate a range of
approaches using examplars. The aim is to discuss the range of challenges involved and to
examine the degree to which these challenges have so far been met.
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Contributed articles presented at two seminars on regional planning and participatory rural
development predominantly on West Bengal held at Dept. of Economics with Rural
Development, Vidyasagar University.
Agricultural development research aims to generate new knowledge or to retrieve and apply
existing forms of knowledge in ways that can be used to improve the welfare of people who are
living in poverty or are otherwise excluded, for instance by gender-based discrimination. Its
effective application therefore requires ongoing dialogue with and the strong engagement of
men and women from poor marginal farming communities. This book discusses opportunities
afforded by effective knowledge pathways linking researchers and farmers, underpinned by
participatory research and gender analysis. It sets out practices and debates in gender-
sensitive participatory research and technology development, concentrating on the empirical
issues of implementation, impact assessment, and institutionalisation of approaches for the
wider development and research community. It includes six full-length chapters and eight brief
practical notes and is enhanced by an annotated resources list of relevant publications,
organisations, and websites adding to the portfolio of approaches and tools discussed by the
contributors. Most of the 33 contributing authors work in the specialised agencies that form part
of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). This book was
published as a special issue of Development in Practice.
Presents case studies resulting from participation in the World Bank by developing countries
such as Chad, Brazil, and Nigeria
What can we do to unlock the unrealised potential of the hundreds of millions of rural poor and
landless workers? The ever-topical central theme in this collection of essays is the mixed role
of government and the institutionally regulated market in tackling rural poverty and land
distribution inequality. Drawing on over half a century of M. Riad El-Ghonemy’s academic and
field experience in developing countries across Africa, Latin America, the Middle East and
South East Asia, this is a comprehensive record of the late-twentieth century study of and
struggle against rural inequality, seen through the eyes of one of its foremost observers.
Containing a balance of in-depth field studies and El-Ghonemy’s personal observations from
1952 onwards, this volume provides the basis for discussion and debate on a range of
developmental issues. Foremost among these is the appropriate approach both to explain the
factors underlying developing countries' rural backwardness, and to enable them to achieve
the Millennium Development Goal of halving the incidence of poverty and hunger by 2015. The
compelling argument made here is that redistributive land reform, combined with non-farm
intensive employment opportunities and investment in education within rural areas are
necessary to tackle persistent poverty effectively. Anti-Poverty Land Reform Issues Never Die
is essential reading for undergraduate and postgraduate students learning rural development
and institutional and development economics. M.Riad El-Ghonemy is Senior Research
Associate at the Department of International Development, University of Oxford and Research
Fellow at the Department of Economics, the American University in Cairo, and Emeritus
Professor, Ein-Shams University, Cairo. He is the author of several publications, including The
Political Economy of Rural Poverty, Routledge (1990).
Economic shocks including food price shocks, environmental shocks, social shocks, political
shocks, health shocks, and many other types of shocks hit poor people and communities
around the world, compromising their efforts to improve their well-being. As shocks evolve and
become more frequent or intense, they further threaten people’s food and nutrition security
and their livelihoods. How do we help people and communities to become more resilient, to not
only bounce back from shocks but to also to get ahead of them and improve their well-being so
that they are less vulnerable to the next shock? How do we get better at coping with—and even
thriving—in the presence of shocks?
Reluctant Partners? combines comprehensive empirical insights into NGOs' work
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in agriculture with wider considerations of their relations with the State and their
contribution to democratic pluralism. This overview volume for the Non-
Governmental Organizations series contextualizes and synthesizes the case
study material in the three regional volumes on Africa, Asia and Latin America,
where over sixty specially commissioned case studies of farmer-participatory
approaches to agricultural innovation are presented. Specific questions are
raised. How good/bad are NGOs at promoting technological innovation and
addressing contraints to change in peasant culture? How effective are NGOs at
strengthening local organizations? How do/will donor pressures influence NGOs
and their links to the State?
This detailed analysis of the global food system looks at the way food is
produced, distributed, and consumed in an effort to create a more equitable and
healthful system worldwide. • Introduces political, economic, and cultural themes
relevant to understanding the global food system • Offers various strategies for
overcoming problems in the food system • Provides a multidisciplinary approach
through the contributions of major scholars and activists in the fields of religion,
ethics, agriculture, and human ecology • Includes the latest research initiatives
and interviews from the United Food and Commercial Workers International
Union • Features tables and charts covering implementation strategies for
various food justice movements
First published in 1952, the International Bibliography of the Social Sciences
(anthropology, economics, political science, and sociology) is well established as
a major bibliographic reference for students, researchers and librarians in the
social sciences worldwide. Key features * Authority: Rigorous standards are
applied to make the IBSS the most authoritative selective bibliography ever
produced. Articles and books are selected on merit by some of the world's most
expert librarians and academics. *Breadth: today the IBSS covers over 2000
journals - more than any other comparable resource. The latest monograph
publications are also included. *International Coverage: the IBSS reviews
scholarship published in over 30 languages, including publications from Eastern
Europe and the developing world. *User friendly organization: all non-English
titles are word sections. Extensive author, subject and place name indexes are
provided in both English and French. Place your standing order now for the 2001
volumes of the the IBSS Anthropology: 2001 Vol.47 December 2002: 234x156:
584pp: Hb: 0-415-28400-7: £195.00 Economics: 2001 Vol.50 December 2002:
234x156: 656pp: Hb: 0-415-28401-5: £195.00 Political Science: 2001 Vol.50
December 2002: 234x156: 648pp: Hb: 0-415-28402-3: £195.00 Sociology: 2001
Vol.51 December 2002: 234x156: 672pp: Hb: 0-415-28403-1: £195.00
RRA Notes, Number 17IIEDParticipatory Rural AppraisalPrinciples, Methods and
ApplicationSAGE Publications Ltd
The first edition of The Action Research Dissertation: A Guide for Students and
Faculty was a first-of-its-kind reference, distilling the authors’ decades of action
research experience into a handy guide for graduate students. The Second
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Edition continues to provide an accessible roadmap that honors the complexity of
action research, while providing an overview of how action research is defined,
its traditions and history, and the rationale for using it. Authors Kathryn Herr and
Gary L. Anderson demonstrate that action research is not only appropriate for a
dissertation, but also is a deeply rewarding experience for both the researcher
and participants. This practical book demonstrates how action research
dissertations are different from more traditional dissertations and prepares
students and their committees for the unique dilemmas they may face, such as
validity, positionality, design, write-up, ethics, and dissertation defense.
This book deals with problems frequently encoun-tered by agencies, managers,
and technicians who try to implement large-scale development projects.
Specifically, it focuses on the implementation problems associated with projects
sponsored by the U.S. Agency for International Development (AID) and the World
Bank in developing countries. Some historical background on how
implementation problems became a focus of concern is presented below.
Development assistance on a significant scale started with Marshall Plan aid to
reconstruct Western Europe following World War II. [1] In that case, the donor
(the United States) asked not to be part of the process that determined how the
money was to be spent. Instead, the United States asked the West European
countries to establish their own priorities for assistance (which they did after a
considerable amount of inter-country negotiation).
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